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AH KING C OMPAN Y 


Kaye Dethridge and Irene Shuler had a neat article in the July/August TAMS Jour- 
nal, “Alaska Salmon Contractors and Their Tokens.” It was about Ah King in par- 
ticular and salmon contractors is general. 


“Ah King (whose original surname was Eng) was a prominent Chinese merchant in 
Seattle’s Chinatown in the early twentieth century, and was informally known as the 
“mayor of Chinatown.” He earned the respect not only of Seattle’s Chinese com- 
munity but of its Caucasian community as well, no small feat in a day when preju- 
dice against persons of Chinese descent was at its height. One of his signature 
achievements came when he took the lead in developing and managing the Chinese 
Village at Seattle’s Alaska-Yukon-Pacific Exposition in 1909..... King also recog- 
nized the opportunities presented by the need for workers in the fish canneries spring- 
ing up in the Northwest. He expanded his operations to include contracting Chi- 
nese labor to these canneries.” 


Ah King Company was one of several companies that supplied workers to the can- 
neries. Kaye and Irene located previously unknown tokens of Ah King Company 
in the Wing Luke Museum of the Asian Pacific American Experience in Seattle. 
These tokens denote Hunters Bay as the cannery site. The museum also houses a 
set of tokens of the Ah King Company showing Seattle as the location. 


The authors state that Ah King Co. had contracts with six canneries. One of these, 
as is evidenced by the tokens was located at Hunters Bay, the site of a Pacific Steam 
Whaling Co. cannery. PSW Co. also had canneries at Uyak and Nushagak (Bristol 
Bay), Chignik (Alaska Peninsula), Orca (near Cordova) and Kenai, a total of six 
canneries. This is over a wide expanse of Alaska. 


continued on page 3 
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aha Packing Co., Al Jones, $1 in trade, unlisted denomination. 


Scuffed, scratched, light corro- 
sion, with a slight bend. 


Best offer over $400 by Decem- 
ber 29, 2014. Offers will not be 
revealed. 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Welcome to our 37th year. As I think I say every 
year, I can’t believe I have been doing this for that 
long. Thank you and Happy New Year to all! 


This issue is a little early. I seem to be pretty fo- 
cused, so I saw no reason to delay this issue. Kaye 
Dethridge and Irene Shuler inspired me to do a little 
digging on Ah King Co. I think I have turned up a 
little more information, and present some specula- 
tive thoughts about the company and the tokens. 


Prices realized are a mixed bag this month. The big 
winner was the classic Hope City Hotel. We have 
known for some time that there was a hoard of Bingle 
Fritz out there. I had heard it was split three ways. It 
seems one of the holders has decided to move some 
out at what are bargain prices. 


Mavericks selling at high prices, with a new twist - 
they are guaranteed by NCS and NGC. But guaran- 
teed for what? NCS guarantees them as genuine, but 
do they also stand by the attribution? NGC gives a 
grade, but again, do they stand by the attribution. See 
page 7. 


On the front page is a previously unreported token - 
Kustatan Packing Co., $1 in trade. It can be yours if 
your offer is the highest over $400. Email, call or 
write. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Alakanuk, Alstrom, $1, B-1c 11.75 
Anchorage, The Club, 12'4¢, B-12b 30.000B 
Anchorage, Union Club, B-35 a-d 18.50 
Bethel, N.C. Co., $1, B-2e 75.000B 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 25¢, B-la 10.50 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 50¢, B-1b 20.50 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, $1, B-1c 45.00 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, set of 3, B-1 a-c 113.50 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, set of 3, B-1 a-c 66.00 
Douglas, P.H. Fox, | loaf, B-17a 750.000B 
Dutch Harbor, Open Mess, 5¢, B-3a 25.00 
Dutch Harbor, Open Mess, 10¢, B-3b 37.00 
Fairbanks, Horseshoe Saloon, 1 Drink, B-26a 202.50 
Fairbanks, Pioneer Hotel, 5¢, B-45a 38.57 
Fairbanks, Pioneer Taxi, B-T6a III 17.570B 
Ft. Yukon, Carney & Irvin, 25¢, B-la 25.000B 
Ft. Yukon, Ft. Yukon Hotel, 25¢, B-4a 24.06 
Haines, Teddy Bear Coffee, 10¢, B-13a 19.39 
Haines, Teddy Bear Coffee, 25¢, B-13b 16.50 
Hope, Hope City Hotel, 25¢, B-2a 1,327.00 
Juneau, Arctic Bill. Hall, 6%4¢, B-Sa OB475.00NB 
Juneau, Elks, 12'2¢, B-19b 53.55 
Juneau, Ah King Co., 5¢, b-42a 197.50 
Juneau, P.O. Cigar Store, 6’4¢, B-unlisted 860.00 
Juneau, Randle’s Bar, 5¢, B-62a 350.00 
Juneau, Spickett & MacGregor, 64¢, B-67a 255.00 
Ketchikan, Admiral Saloon, 6'4¢, B-2a 885.00 
Ketchikan, Quality Bakery, | sm. lf; B-48a = 25.000B 
King Salmon, NCO Club, $1, B-le 18.00 
Ladd AFB, Open Mess, B-3alI (hoard) 18.50 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 12'2¢, B-2a 24.950B 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 2x24.99 
Savoonga, Reindeer C.C., set of 8, B-1 a-h 61.00 
Shemya, NCO OM, B-1 d,e,f 45.000B 
Shishmaref, Native Store, set of 5, B-1 a-e 30.000B 
Sitka, Am. Legion, set of 3, B-2 a-c 33.15 


Snug Harbor, Pioneer Canneries, $1.25, B-2a 49.990B 
Snug Harbor, Pioneer Canneries, $1.25, B-2a 49.99 
Thane, AGM, 5¢, B-2b 35.00 
Unga, AK Cod., Bananof, one meal,B-1aIOB295.00NB 


Valdez, The Fairbanks, 6'4¢, B-6a 233.63 
Valdez, Knight’s Isl., shareholder, B-1la 270.00 
Valdez, Seattle Hotel, 12'2¢, B-20a OB195.00NB 
Valdez, Valdez Hotel, 6%4¢, B-21a 95.00B 
Wildwood Correctional Center, 25 OB35.00NB 
Dawson, YT, Tanana Hotel, 25¢, B-21a 249.30 
Whitehorse, YT, TDP, 50¢, B-7b 11.50 
Whitehorse, YT, TDP, $10, B-7e 53.00 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record 


AH KING, continued 


Assuming (never a good idea) that Ah King Co. con- 
tracts were with the same canning company, it must 
have been Pacific Steam Whaling. Ot.... 


The 1949 Annual Report of the Alaska Fisheries 
Board and Alaska Department of Fisheries has a 
“Chronological History of Salmon Canneries in 
Southeastern Alaska.” Pacific Steam Whaling Co., 
(B-1a) established a cannery there in 1896. It joined 
Pacific Packing & Navigation in 1901, until it was 
purchased by Northwestern Fisheries in 1905, which 
operated it until 1930. The report shows no other 
canneries at Hunters Bay, so Ah King Co. probably 
supplied workers for one of these three companies. 


Northwestern Fisheries also had canneries at Yes Bay 
(1904-06), Petersburg (1905-06), Quadra (1906-31), 
Dundas Bay (1905-31), Santa Anna (1905-20) and 
Roe Point, Behm Canal (1916-20). They also oper- 
ated Booth Fisheries canneries at Kasaan (1921-33) 
and Shakan (1915-30). 


These canneries are all in Southeast Alaska, so these 
are a better fit for the “six canneries.” But... 


Northwestern Fisheries acquired most of these can- 
neries (Yes Bay, Hunters Bay, Quadra, Petersburg and 
Dundas) from Pacific Packing & Navigation between 
1904 and 1906. 


The dates for Pacific Packing & Navigation seem too 
early. My guess is that Ah King Co. was contracting 
with (or owned) Northwestern Fisheries. 


“He also bought canneries, and owned six of them in 
Alaska by the time he died.”! 


Unless we can find specific documentation, we will 
probably never know which companies Ah King Co. 
had contracts with. 


Ah King died in Sacramento, California on August 
30, 1915. “On September 2 the front page of the Se- 
attle Post-Intelligencer declared “Ah King is slain 
by Tong.” The P-I essentially recanted this declara- 
tion the next day by another front page headline an- 
nouncing that the Sacramento coroner had ruled 
King’s death a suicide.””! 


Ah King’s younger son, Yock Fong came to Seattle, 


where he was known as Albert King, and continued 
to run his father’s labor contracting business. 


First off, why were tokens issued. Typically, they 
would be used in the company store or commissary 
to purchase desired items such as soap, clothing, ad- 
ditional food and tobacco, and other items not pro- 
vided as part of the contract. Tokens still outstand- 
ing could then be redeemed for U.S. currency at the 
main office at the end of the season. 


* PG, gs . As ia 
Asthe 1949 Annual Report shows, The Pacific Steam 


Whaling Co. token was issued before 1901, but it 
could have continued in use until 1904. 


Why did Ah King Co. issue special tokens for Hunt- 
ers Bay? These were obviously for use at one can- 
nery. Perhaps it was the first contract for Ah King 
Co., or the first where he was expected to provide a 
means for purchases at a commissary for the work- 
ers. This would also generate additional profits for 
the company. 


With contracts at multiple canneries, it would be sim- 
pler to issue just one token, and that would bear the 
location of the home office - Seattle. Contract labor- 
ers might be more comfortable accepting tokens with 
the Seattle name rather than a cannery site. This 
would at least affirm that the tokens would be re- 
deemed when they returned to Seattle. 


AH KING, continued 


So where do we put AH. King Co. tokens that are 
now listed under Juneau (B-42)? These tokens are 
dated 1916, a year after Ah King’s death, most likely 
issued by his son, Albert King. These have no place 
name, and based on the date, I am guessing these 
were the last of the three series of tokens issued. 


Like the tokens that say Seattle, these tokens would 
have been used at any of Ah King’s canneries, 
whether the company owned them, as is suggested, 
or if Ah King Co. just provided the labor. 


Based on the location of the head office of the com- 
pany, these are Seattle tokens. However, these were 
meant for use in Alaska, therefore making them 
Alaska tokens. 


Ifa fourth edition of Ron Benice’s “Alaska and Yukon 
Tokens” is published, I assume that the Hunters Bay 
tokens will be listed under that location, while the 
Seattle and the 1916 tokens will be under a company 
heading like the Northern Commercial Co. or the 
N.A.T. & T. Co. 


Footnote: 
' HistoryLink.org- the Free Online Encyclopedia of 
Washington State History. 


References: 

Alaska Salmon Contractors and their Tokens, 
Kaye Dethridge and Irene Shuler, TAMS Journal, 
July/August 2014. 


1949 Annual Report, Alaska Fisheries Board and 
Alaska Department of Fisheries, Juneau, Alaska. 


Special thanks are due to Bob Fisher of the Wing 
Luke Museum of the Asian Pacific American Expe- 
rience in Seattle for providing the scans of the to- 
kens. Measurements in inches are from their website, 
the conversion to metric is mine. Mr. Fisher was 
kind enough to provide metric measurements for the 
Seattle tokens. 


HUNTERS BAY 


$1 Asa eaiaith 1.5 inches, Siam ) 


$5 Brass, 1 inch, 25mm 


$10 Brass, .875 inches, 22mm 


SEATTLE 


5¢ Aluminum, 21mm (Joe Us 


PERSONAL TOKENS 


I think Tom’s Tooth was a mistake! I have had a 
couple inquiries about making tokens. I guess I dis- 
suaded one person, but Keith Waye has been buying 
my gold tokens for some time, he knew what to ex- 
pect, and he would not be dissuade. These were made 
to his order and none are for sale. 


This meant that I had to come up with a price struc- 
ture. Keep in mind what follows is for my 1 DWT 
size gold token. 


Dies - $50 each. My die life is not what I would like. 
In Ninilchik in August, I only got about 50 strikes 
from the dies. These were thin, 1 gram silver tokens, 
and I think that this speeds up the die deformation. 
So, if you have two dies like above, the charge is 
$100. 


In this case, we put 1 DWT on one side of the token. 
To prevent confusion, the tokens were counter- 
stamped AU for gold and AG for silver. 


To save on die costs, my original Native Gold die 
with pan, pick and shovel can be used at no charge, if 
the gold is native gold. I will also prepare 1 DWT 
silver and 1/10 oz. silver dies that will be available 
to use at no charge. 


METAL PRICES: Native Gold 1 DWT blanks - 
$85; Pure silver 1 DWT blanks -$3; Pure silver 1/10 
oz. blanks -$5 


You must keep in mind that these are going to be 
crude, just like all my other tokens. If you require 
well spaced, lined up lettering, and any engraving 
whatsoever, I am not your guy! 


Inquiries accepted. We can discuss what you want 
and if I can do it. Drop me an email. 
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FOR THE RECORD 


Anch 1966 Ph book 


ANCHORAGE: Ralph’s Watches Diamonds, black 
on wood (submitted by Ken Rieck). 


CLAM GULCH: Clam Shell Lodge, good for one 
bottle beer. Black on wood. 


SITKA: Channel Club, wooden nickel rain check, 
good for one drink. Black on wood 


ANAHEIM, CA: Pete Gwosdof, Guide/Lawyer, 
Salmon Fishing Guide Service, S.E. Alaska. Black 


on wood. 


PRINCE RUPERT, BC: City of Prince Rupert, re- 
verse blank. Probably an award medal, the reverse 
blank for engraving. Brass, probably made by Pressed 
Metal Products of Vancouver (based on the color of 
the finish). 


Re 


NORTHWEST AIRLINES: 25th Anniversary, 
1926 to 1951, Hawaii-Alaska-Orient. Appears to be 
a copper nickel alloy, no size given. 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


We have been having computer problems, and it is to 
the point where we need to up grade. Hopefully in 
this transition, we will not experience any interrup- 
tions in the newsletter. Undoubtedly, there will be a 
change in appearance, but we have no idea what that 
might be until we get working with a new word pro- 
cessing program (this one won’t work on Windows 7 
or 8 


STRETCHING THE BOUNDS OF CREDIBILITY!! 


Two tokens were recently listed on eBay as being 
from Alaska. These attributions are extremely specu- 
lative, bordering on fantasy. These were all slabbed, 
and certified as genuine by NCS or NGC. Sizes were 
not given, so illustration sizes are guesses. 


The first was the Golden Eagle Saloon. There was a 
Golden Eagle in Ester, so why not attribute a maver- 
ick to Ester? Oh, wait, the authentication label says 
“Esther.” Come on guys, if you are going to flog this 
off as an Alaska token, at least get the town name 
correct. 


(C1908) GOOD FOR 
GOLDEN EAGLE SALOON” 
GENUINE 

ESTHER, ALASKA 


es 


Oa 


NCS GUARANTEED AUTHENTIC ONLY 
DETAIL GRADE DOES NOT DETERMINE VALUE 


The only known token from Ester is from the Golden 
Eagle (does not state saloon), and it was for 25¢ in 
trade. A 5¢ token in interior Alaska at this time does 
not make sense. 


Strike One! Price realized - $336.13. 


The next was Midway Saloon, which just happens to 
also say Son Johns. It is a nice, 4-scalloped 5¢ to- 
ken. This was attributed to Seward. There was a 
“Midway” in Seward, but once again, it does not say 
saloon. One of the partners in the Midway was John 
W. Blase, and the tokens were 5¢. A happy coinci- 
dence, me thinks.... 


(C1897) GOOD F 
MIDWAY SALGOR oN 


GENUINE 
SEWARD, ALASKA 
5208190-098 


~_— 


GUARANTEED AUTHENTic-om 
AIL GRADE DOES NOT DETE RMINE VALUE 


Strike Two! Price Realized - $36.00 


While hunting for these two tokens after I had de- 
leted them from my watch list, I just happened upon 
another Midway Saloon token, just like the previ- 
ous, this time attributed to Seward, Arkansas. 
(1897) GOOD FOR 5C 
AY SALOON 


TOKEN MS 62 
SEWARD, ARKANSAS 


1578885-002 
UIUUINYAVO AN OL 


Is no one paying attention? 


Strike Three! Price realized - $129.50 


DICTIONARY OF ALASKA 
PLACE NAMES 


This massive volume is a must for anyone research- 
ing just about anything in Alaska. Where geography 
is important, this is the book to have. 


We have a nice copy for $295, or a more used copy 
for $195. Prices are post paid by priority mail 


PAPER TRANSPORTATION TOKENS & TICKETS 


(907) 789-5460 : 
P.O. Box 21594 + Juneau, Alaska 99802 


JUNEAU: Mendenhall Glacier Transport, 108mm by 50mm, blue on white. The back of the ticket is num- 


& ES 
JUNEAU: City Cafe Crew Shuttle, $3.00 one way, 
66mm by 50mm, black on yellow. $5.00 


JUNEAU: Taku Taxi, 25¢. Book 75mm by 34mm, 
token 17mm by34mm, black on salmon. Single to- 
ken - $5.00. Book with 4 tokens attached in strip - 
$15.00. Misattributed to Sitka in Benice??? 


SITKA: Multi-strip of tokens and tickets: $1.50 Air- 
port Transfer; Passenger Receipt; One Shoreboat 
Fare; and One Bus Fare. 214mm by 80mm, black on 
yellow, red stamp. Shown reduced size. $5.00 


SITKA: Anchor Taxi Co., 25¢, strip of four, 96mm 


Ail: othetenie acnial age. by 35mm, black on yellow, red stamp. $20.00 


Prices on this page 


TRANS-ALASKA PIPELINE are postpaid 


—= TRANS - ALASKA PIPELINE == 


haf! 


While the golden bronze, nickel silver and antique bronze are common, we rarely see the sterling silver. We 
are offering set #36, housed in a nice Capital Plastic style holder. All have Valdez on one side, and Prudhoe 
Bay on the other (set inset above). The set is $99.00. 


The golden bronze, nickel silver (copper nickel alloy) and antique bronze are available separately for 
$6 each, or the set of 3 for $15.00. 


BP Pipeline Renewal Program, 2010. Houston KUPARUK: Producing into the new Millennium, 
Contracting Company. 1 oz. silver. $29. 1999. 1 oz. silver. $29. 


BRS 8 38 IS 2S 2 2k fe fe 24k fe 2 88 288 21S 2S 2S 2s 24k 2 8 288 218 2S 2S 2S 2S 288 28 2S 2S 2S IR fe 2 28 58 2S 2A 2S 24R 24S 2 24 fe 2 8 288 218 2S 2S 24 2S 2S 2k fe fe fe is fe 2 ik 28s 2S 2S 2k 2fe fe 24s 2 28s 2g 2g 2 2k 2 2 2s 2 2 2k 2 2 2s ok 


The 2015 Fairbanks Coin Club tokens are now available. It is sort of a tribute 
to the Silver Center Cent, a U.S. pattern Cent issued in 1792. This contains 
about 48 grains of copper (about the weigh of a U.S. Cent, pre-1982), and 
about 4 grains of silver. The current mintage is 58 (it could increase). These 
are available for $10, postpaid. 
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Summer in Juneau wasn't all parades and picnk 


s. Builders and prospectors 
the weather, and it was business 
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ING Testaurants servine resident ! 


Visitors Above, me nand hovss ‘ : f Irs ana 
rand by tand on the wooden sidewalk in front of Barragar’s store and post 
I ’ . sds iT s 
= © Near a cigar store and the Commercial Café. Dos, ever present on the street I 
the late [ROO ‘ » 1Orw) Ih i PHO STPOCTS OF Luifleau in 
MN ind carly | s. go about their daily routines. Below Re ala ; 
“uw miiv a few fi hinge hours ’ , I | | ’ ’ Lit View o uneau 
, 5 MUNG The dock, suggestive of the fishing ictivity ral 
nearby waters alony thi oust, (Aber $ we Kc IVity Taking 7 ace in 
ASL : " eave, courtesy Alaska State Library Photograpt ll 
Je Te N ews Areas-Front Street-15; below, photograph by Frank ( ee 
of é . " . Tap Dy ink InpPonter, cou . j 
# Wamegress, Frank and Frances | inpenter Collection.) penter, courtesy Library 


JW Terrill sent in the photo above, and the scans of the token shown. 


Ron Benice provides the following information: The Post 
Office Cigar Store was owned by David Epsteyn who also 
issued tokens under his own name (Juneau B-20). He got the 
license for the store in 1901 and continued it through 1908. 
David Epsteyn was born in New York in 1859 and died in San 
Francisco in 1915, having lived in Alaska for 17 years. 


The Alaska directories show David Epsteyn as the proprietor of the Post Office Cigar Store in 
1902 (his first appearance in the directories). In 1902, this business is shown at 106 Front St. 
* * - * * * * - * * * * 


(EGEGIK): Nakat Packing Corp., B-1d. 
Probably used at their other cannery sites. 
See ATC&PN, February 2011. 


$275.00 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS FAIRBANKS EAGLES 


Well, it has been a while.... January was early, and 
in February I have been preoccupied with another 
project. So, here is March. 


I hope to have a new book available by June. It will 
be an anthology of numismatic articles relating to 
Alaska. Tentatively titled “Tinnahs and Beads, 
Bingles and Gold Dust; Projecting Alaska’s history 
through its money.” It is pretty much done, with only 
a few “permissions” and photos lacking. 


It will trace numismatic items from the Tinnah, the 
large, copper shield-like objects used as a store of 
value by the Indians of Southeast Alaska and British 
Columbia, on up to modern tokens and medals is- 
sued in the last 20 years. Many articles have ap- 
peared in this newsletter over the years, some writ- 
ten by myself. I have kept a file of articles from non- 
numismatic sources for over 20 years (I started this 
in 1992) and these provide an historical background 
to some of the subjects. 


The Prices Realized listing in this issue is quite large 
because of the length of time between issues. I am 
trying to get caught up. 


I expect the April issue to be early, allowing time for 
you to bid on Alaska items in our April 11 auction. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
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Fairbanks Aerie No. 1037 (Eagles) member ribbon. 
Silver letters on red, white and blue ribbon (submit- 
ted by Richard Reisinger). 
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I often come across Alaska woods about which I find 
a wee bit of information, but not enough to do a full 
blown article. 


Because I love to know the background of all Alaska 
woods, as each bit of information adds “something” 
to the story/history of the wood (and indirectly adds 
to the history of Alaska), I have decided to share what 
little tidbits of information I have on some recently 
acquired woods. 


Longs Drug Store: This is a generic wood from 
Longs and thus could have been used in any of its 
stores throughout its chain (Hawaii, California, Ne- 
vada, Colorado and Anchorage, Alaska). It is be- 
lieved this wood was used in Anchorage sometime 
between 1977 and 1995 when Longs had a two store 
presence in Anchorage (both stores closed in 1995). 
This wood was in the company with several other 
Alaska woods, and thus is thought to have been used 
in one or both of the Anchorage stores. 


Clam Shell Lodge, Clam Gulch: This location is 
on the Sterling Highway, and the Lodge information 
can still be found on the internet, but in actual fact, 
the Lodge has been closed for at least a couple of 
years. 


{2 


Panhandlers MC, Juneau: This (MC) turns out to 
be a motorcycle club (and it has a website on the 
internet). Unfortunately, I could not find contact in- 
formation on the website, so could not determine any 
details about the issuance of this wood. 


Don Able Bld. Supply, Juneau: This company was 
started in 1936 and is still a viable business in Ju- 
neau. It has expanded to sell a full line of hardware 
(Ace Hardware franchisee) and also opened a divi- 
sion selling home appliances and electronics. The 
wood was distributed about 1970-1973, and was 
given to good Builder Supply customers, who then 
could receive 10% off their next purchase. 


Geocache.Sereyko: This wood was a bit of a mys- 
tery initially, in that it was obviously an Alaska wood, 
but emanating from which city or town? A bit of 
sleuthing found its home base is Anchorage. 


Fire Lake Lodge, Anchorage/Eagle River: This is 
an interesting wood in that we know the location from 
where it came, but only can guess when the wood 
was made and issued. 


Although the Fire Lake Lodge wood has “Anchor- 
age” on it as its place of origin, the Lodge was actu- 
ally located at the north end of Upper Fire Lake, in 
the Chugiak area, approximately 20 miles northeast 
of the city of Anchorage. 


Chugiak, and neighboring Eagle River to the south- 
west of the Chugiak area, and between it and An- 
chorage, have been incorporated into the “Munici- 
pality of Anchorage” for some years. 


The Fire Lake Lodge (a picture of which, circa 1950, 
can be found on the internet) burned down in 1954. 
It was rebuilt, but by 1964 had been converted into a 
private residence. So, it is thought that the wood 
was likely made and issued in the late 1950s to early 
1960s. 


The wood has been attributed to Eagle River, as the 
“border” between Eagle River and Chugiak has be- 
come very blurry, and in fact, the area around Upper 
Fire Lake is part of the Eagle River postal zip code. 


ALASKA STATE SHOOT 


Award medal for the Alaska State Shoot held in 
Fairbanks in 1995, sponsored by the Pacific In- 
ternational Trapshooting Association. Class C 
Doubles Champ, | troy oz. .999 silver. 
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TAKU TAXI ATTRIBUTION 


The Taku Taxi cardboard tokens listed as Sitka 
B-T3 in the second and third editions of my book 
should be attributed to Juneau. 


I acquired these in 1980 from a transportation 
token specialist who had just returned from a trip 
to Sitka. They came in a lot with Anchor Taxi 
cardboards and other Sitka ephemera. He had 
nothing from Juneau or any other Alaska town. 
It has been 20 years since they appeared in my 
book and have only now been detected as out of 
place. I checked with Kaye and Irene Dethridge, 
long time Sitka residents, who assured me the 
company had never been in Sitka. 


Looking back there were a lot of clues I missed. 
First, Juneau B-47, the Masonic Penny from Taku 
Chapter No. 6 was correctly attributed to Juneau 
in the 1994 edition although it bore no place 
name. And the Taku River empties out at Ju- 
neau. And then in the third edition a Taku-Gla- 
cier taxi commemorative token from Juneau was 
listed as Juneau B-T5. 


I went back and re-read an article I wrote in the 
August 1995 issue of TAMS Journal entitled The 
Perils of Maverick Attribution. 


Ron Benice 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, D&D Bar, set of 3, B-14, abd 28.00 
Anchorage, DD Club, 12’4¢, B-15all 85.000B 
Anchorage, Joe Flowers, 5¢, B-18al 150.000B 
Anchorage, Union Club PH, 12'4¢, B-37a = 145.00OB 
Anchorage, City Transfer, encased cent, unl. 5.99 
Chichagoff, Chich. Club, 5¢, B-1a 25.000B 
Chichagoff, Chich. Club, 12'¢, B-1b 25.000B 
Chitina, Hotel Chitina, 25¢, B-la 820.00 
(Cleary), Totem, 12'2¢, B-4a 25.05 
(Cleary), Totem, 12'2¢, B-4a 30.000B 
Cleary, Willis & Welch, 25¢, B-Sa 40.000B 
Cordova, The Club, 12'4¢, B-7a 25.000B 
Cordova, Club Pool Hall, 5¢, B-lla 75.000B 
Cordova, Johnston, 12'’2¢, B-21b 145.00 
Cordova, Northern Drug, 12'2¢, B-28unl 35.000B 
Dillingham, Bradford, 5¢, B-la 61.00 
Douglas, Douglas Cigar Store, 5¢, B-9a 105.000B 
(Douglas), The Hunter, 12'2¢, B-22b OB95.00NB 
Douglas, Novelty Shop, 6’4¢, B-29a OB265.00NB 


Fairbanks, International Hotel, 12’2¢, B-29a 495.000B 


Fairbanks, Northern Cigar Store, 10¢, B-40a 55.00 
Fairbanks, The Pastime, $1, B-43a 45.000B 
Fairbanks, Rappolt’s, | loaf, B-48 unlisted 320.00 
Fairbanks, University Coach, 12’¢,B-T8a 30.000B 
Ft. Yukon, FY Hotel, 25¢, B-4a 12.50 
Galena, Nollner, 25¢, B-la 87.99 
Juneau, Burford, 6%¢, B-la 73.65 
Juneau, Heidelberg Bar, 6'4¢, B-28a 365.00 
Juneau, Imperial Cigar Store, 12’2¢, b-29b = 40.000B 
Juneau, Kentucky Liquor, 10¢, B-41c 352.00 
Juneau, M&J, 6'4¢, B-44a 365.00 
Juneau, Occidental Bar, 12'2¢, B-55a 46.00 
Juneau, Snake Pit Downs, $1, B-66b 295.000B 
Juneau, Channel Bus, 10¢ fare, B-T2a 28.00 
Katalla, Northern, no denom., B-5a 247.50 
Kenai, Timber Bar, One Snort, B-3a 325.000B 
Kennecott Copper Co., ID tag, B-9a 50.000B 
Ketchikan, Blue Fox Pup, $1, B-6e 10.000B 
Ketchikan, Cabinet Cigar Store, 6'4¢, B-9d 685.00 
Ketchikan, Hop Wo, 10¢, B-17a 62.55 
Ketchikan, Lodge 224 (Moose), 5¢, B-25a 275.000B 
Ketchikan, Lotus, 12'2¢, B-31f 18.05 
Ketchikan, Lucky Spot, 10¢, b-32b 15.000B 
Ketchikan, Lucky Spot, set of 3, B-32 a-c 35.000B 
Ketchikan, Olympic Bakery, 1 Loaf, B-39a 371.00 
Ketchikan, Quik Lunch, 10¢, B-49b 175.000B 
Ketchikan, Stedman Hotel, $1, B-60d 49.000B 
Kodiak, USNB Carpenters, B-15a 88.00 
Koyukuk, J.W. Evans, $10, B-1f 455.00 
Latouche, Board of Trade, 64¢, B-la 175.000B 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 49.990B 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 25¢, B-2b 29.990B 
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Nome, Lead Pencil, B-2a 58.00 
Nome, Board of Trade, 12'2¢, B-81 73.55 
Nome, Cavey’s Bakery, | loaf, B-13a 60.000B 
Nome, Gaiety, no denom., B-23a 200.000B 
Nome, Goodrich Bros., 5¢, B-23.2a 1,150.00 
Nome, Nome Novelty, 25¢, B-38a 152.00 
N.C. Co., 5¢, odd, unlisted 31.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 48.50 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c, P/L 52.00 
Petersburg, Glacier F. Co., 5¢, B-2a 230.00 
Port Alexander, Pastime Card Rm, 5¢, B-5a 65.000B 
Selavik, Rotman, 50¢, B-2b 20.63 
Selavik, Rotman, $1, B-2c 29.00 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8a 73.00 
Seward, Palace, 12'’2¢, B-9c 38.55 
(Sitka), Romie’s Place, 5¢, B-14a 195.000B 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, $5, B-16f 26.66 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, $10, B-16g 33.96 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, $10, B-16g 31.55 
(Skagway), P.C. Co., B-19a 82.00 
Talkeetna, BN Pool Room, 12'2¢, B-la 31.55 
Talkeetna, BN Pool Room, 12%¢, B-1b 20.000B 
Talkeetna, Fairview, 12'2¢, B-2a 20.000B 
Tanana, Yukon Saloon, 25¢, B-lla 256.22 
Thane, AGM Club Room, 12'%¢, b-la 20.15 
Thane, AGM, | loaf, B-2a, corroded, holed. 60.000B 
Thane, AGM, 5¢, B-2b 35.000B 
Tonsina, Jake Nafsted, 12'2¢, B-la 45.00 
Valdez, Blackwell/Rowdy, B-2a 345.01 
Valdez, Copper Block, 12'2¢ TC, B-4a 46.00 
Valdez, Seattle Hotel, 12'2¢, B-20a 195.00 
Wrangel, Ft. W. Beer Hall, 5¢, B-3a 86.00 
Wrangel, Ft. W. Beer Hall, 5¢, B-3a 95.000B 
Yes Bay, APF, 5¢, B-3a 50.000B 
(Maverick) Alaskan Cafe, 12'4¢, unlisted 600.00 
Dawson, YT, Kilgore & Landahl, B-14a 95.000B 
AYPE encased cent, round 46.68 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record 


There were a couple impressive prices this month. Hotel 
Chitina at $820 topped the list. I was surprised at the $495 
bid for the Fairbanks International Hotel. I think the Tim- 
ber Bar from Kenai at $325 and the unlisted Rappolts But- 
ter Nut Bakery at $320 were bargains. But I have to think 
the real bargain of the month was the Anchorage City Trans- 
fer encased cent at $5.99!!! 


FAIRBANKS: Rappolts Butter Nut Bakery, good for 
1 loaf bread. Aluminum, presumably 28mm. This is 
the second new variety of Rappolts tokens to appear 
recently. This is very similar to B-48a, but lacks the 
beaded borders on both sides. Price realized - $320, 
a bargain! 


FAIRBANKS: Bull’s Eye Bar, 4 Mi. Chena Hot 
Springs Road, good for one drink. Black on wood. 


FAIRBANKS: Fairbanks Fuel, 5¢ per gallon dis- 
count on your next order. Green on wood. 
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GREENS CREEK MINE: One ounce silver. 


HOMER: Homer Farmers’ Market, $5 Quest. Black 
on wood. 


NORTH POLE: Speedway Inn, good for one drink. 
Black on wood. 


WHITEHORSE: Whitehorse 

Inn Cafe. $21 meal punch card. 

Issued to Ruth Burglin, circa 
1945. Black on pink card, over- 
_ stamped in blue White Horse 
Inn. 114mm by 70mm. 
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SPACE FILLERS 


Because of distractions (the new book and going to St. Louis to help our daughter rehab a house), I have not 
been able to give this issue of the newsletter the attention that I normally do. The bad news is that I came up 
2 pages short. The good news (or maybe not) is that I have over a year’s worth of space fillers. I could make 
up 10 issues with nothing but space fillers. This gives me a chance to dig into the files and pull some out. I 
hope that you find these interesting. 


WINDSOR HOTEL, CORDOVA. 


TOURISTS, BIG GAME HUNTERS 


AND THE 


TRAVELING PUBLIC 


Make Their Reservations at the 


Golden North 


SKAGWAY, 
ALASKA, 


Another Celluloid luggage tag, black on white, but 
for the Golden North Hotel in Skagway, submitted 


Win dear a = I by Richard Reisinger. 


NORDALE HOTEL 


S. O. Breedman, Prop. 
While in 


Cordova, Alaska 


100 Rooms—Over 70 with Private Bath 


Modern Headquarters for 


Largest and Best Furnished Hotel in the Territory Military Men and Civilians 
who have business in the 


Fairbanks district. 


Advertisement from 1944 “Alaska Life,” submitted 
by Ron Benice. * 


We regret 


that we cannot always accommodate 
everyone during these trying days of 


war. 


-A. H. NORDALE, Manager 


* 


LET’S BUY MORE WAR BONDS 


NORDALE HOTEL ° FAIRBANKS 
“The Golden Heart of Alaska” 


Celluloid luggage tag, black on white, submitted by a 


January + 1944 


Richard Reisinger. Another advertisement from “Alaska Life”, January 
1944, submitted by Ron Benice. 
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JUNEAU: American Legion, Annual Convention, 


1940 (submitted by Richard Reisinger). 


JUNEAU: B.P.O.E. (Elks) 420. Map of Alaska sur- 
mounted by a salmon, suspending a gold pan, pick 
and shovel. Interesting in that the map lacks the pan- 
handle, where Juneau is located (submitted by Rich- 
ard Reisinger). 


ALASKA COAST COMPANY: Souvenir of... 
Puget Sound, Southwestern Alaska Route (submit- 
ted by Richard Reisinger). 


~ punenh 
ALA. 


* ANCHORAGEs 
\ dalla 


ANCHORAGE, ALA.: Oharra Bus Lines, Opera- 
tor badge (submitted by Richard Reisinger). I attrib- 
uted B-T5.1la to Fairbanks because the owner, Ken 
O’Harra lived in Fairbanks when I got here in 1974. 
While the bus line did operate in Fairbanks, I am 
becoming to believe that the major operations were 
out of Anchorage, and the token should be attributed 
to both locations. 


YUKON CHAUFFEUR 
badge, 1955 (submitted by 
Richard Reisinger). 
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Evergreen Mint, Gold Panner, 1999. Evergreen Mint, Gold Panner 2003 
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IDITAROD, 2012, set of three silver: 1 oz., 1/4 oz. and 1/10 oz., in custom display holder. Issued at 
$197.99. Our price - $150 
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ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 
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North of 60° ------- 


ALASKA’S CENTENNIAL RAILROADS 


The Purchase Centennial year was celebrated throughout the state. Anchorage and Fairbanks 
greeted two new railroads. Granted, these were not the freight bearing type of railroad, but 
railroads set up for entertainment during the celebration. 


Officially the “Kiwanis-New York Life Centennial Steam Railroad,” but known as the Moose 
Gooser, this train ran from the Alaska Rail Road depot to the International Airport. From 
the advertising brochure, we learn: 


“The Moose-Gooser, one of the very few steam railroads in operation today, is the joint 
project of the Anchorage Kiwanis Clubs, the New York Life Insurance Company, and the 
Anchorage Centennial Commission. 


“For the railroad buff or the old-timer, the Moose-Gooser has nostalgic memories of the 
great days of steam railroading. For children, it’s the thrill of a lifetime to ride behind the 
puffing, chugging, whistling old steam engine, looking like it had just emerged new and 
glittering, straight from the distant past. For all others, it’s an amusing and refreshing expe- 
rience to ride this unique train, built solely for the purpose of amusement. 


“Tt consists of a 2-8-2 Mikado type engine, built in 1829 by the Baldwin Locomotive Works 
for the Comox Lumber Company of British Columbia. This engine has been leased from 
the West Coast Railway Association in Vancouver, B.C., and must be returned to that orga- 
nization at the close of the Alaska Centennial. 


“Actual operation of this train is limited to experienced and qualified Alaska Railroad per- 
sonnel, who maintain professional railroad standards in every respect, from the careful at- 
tention to schedule to the precautions against accident or fire.” 


The Moose Goose was honored with four medals: cupro-nickel and brass, with the train 
moving to the right, and a cupro-nickel with the train moving to the left. Kurtis Hawk 
reports that there were also 20 minted in sterling silver. Is the train moving left or right? 


SEATTLE FIRM READIES 20 TONS OF FUN FOR ALASKA CENTENNIAL 
(Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, March 7, 1967). 


The Crooked Creek & Whiskey Island Railroad soon will be ready for its first run. Destina- 
tion - Fairbanks. 


The narrow-gauge train is being built in Seattle for use at Alaska 67, the Alaska Centennial 


exposition in Fairbanks. C.M. Lovsted, Inc., 4233 W. Marginal Way is the manufacturer. 
The $70,000 project includes an old fashion locomotive, tender and four passenger cars. 


continued on page 21 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


This issue is early as I wanted to you to have the 
auction listing in time to bid. There are some nice 
tokens in this auction. Please look the listing over, 
and submit your bids. Remember, your maximum 
bid is not necessarily what you will pay. Mail bids 
are reduced to one bid increment over the next high- 
est mail bid or floor bid. 


The big news around here is that I hope to have my 
new book in hand by the next issue of this newslet- 
ter, say around mid-May. The title has changed 
slightly: “Jinnahs & Seal Skins, Gold Dust & 
Bingles, Projecting Alaska’s history through it 
money.” Final answer! It is running about 400 pages. 
I am pretty excited that it is nearly done. 


It seems kind of quiet on eBay this month. A BU 
example of Frank’s Place from Ouzinkie brought 
$720. Don’t know that I have ever seen one offered 
before. An unlisted 25¢ Romie’s Place maverick from 
Sitka(?) only brought $52.50. Buy of the month, or 
is there a hoard out there, or is it not from Sitka? 
Would anyone care to enlighten me? 


We (Jan and J) are heading to St. Louis to continue 
work on the money pit, so the next issue will be 
mailed mid-May. 


A final reminder - get a good look at the tokens in the 
auction! 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page- $50 “page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


(Cordova), Club Billiard Hall, 5¢, B-9a 40.00 
Cordova, Northern Drug, 25¢, B-28a 29.990B 
Cordova, Northern Drug, 12'2,25,50¢ B-28OB90.00NB 
Cordova, Windsor Hotel, 12'2¢, B-41c OB200.00NB 


Dyea, W.A. & H., no denom., B-4a corroded. 195.00 
Eielson AFB, NCO OM, $1, B-3d 20.000B 
Fairbanks, Brown Derby, 25¢, B-10d 96.00 
Fairbanks, AK Coachways, Eielson, B-Tla 12.00 
Fairbanks, AK Coachways, Eielson, B-Tla 28.00 
Fairbanks, Univ. Bus Lines, 15¢, B-T7a 15.50 
Indian Mt., 708, 5,10,25¢,$1, B-1 all blue 58.55 
Juneau, Arctic Billiard, 64¢, B-5a 450.000B 
Juneau, Burford, 12'2¢, B-12b 40.000B 
Juneau, Dave’s Place, 5¢, B-18a 103.50 
(Juneau), AH King, 50¢, B-42c 11.50 
(Juneau), AH King, 50¢, B-42c 15.000B 
Juneau, NY Exch., 5¢, B-53a 25.000B 
(Juneau), Garnick encased cent 25.000B 
Ketchikan, Kushi, 5¢, B-27a 30.000B 
Ketchikan, Lucky Spot, 10¢, B-32b 22.29 
Ketchikan, Officers Club booklet, B-38.1 315.00 
(Kotzebue), Ferguson, 50¢, B-1b 20.000B 
Kotzebue, NCO A-Go-Go, 25¢, B-2g 15.000B 
Kotzebue, NCO A-Go-Go, $1, B-2d 15.000B 
Koyukuk, Vernetti, 12'2¢, B-3a 25.56 
Koyukuk, Vernetti, $1, B-3d 19.950B 
Koyukuk, Vernetti, $5, B-3e 19.950B 
Kukak Bay, Hemrich, $10, B-1g, holed 129.50 
(Nome), Lead Pencil, B-2a 60.000B 
Ouzinkie, Frank’s Place, 25¢, B-1c, BU! 760.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 24.990B 
Palrmer, ARRC, Set of 8, B-1 a-h 720.00 
Port Alexander, J. Jacobsen, 12'2¢, B-3a 9.990B 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8a 73.00 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8b 26.51 
Seward, Northern, 122¢, B-8b 29.89 
Seward, Wildwood CC, 25¢ 32.33 
Sitka, Romie’s Place, 25¢, B-14unl. 52.50 
Skagway, Mascot, 12'4¢, B-17c 53.55 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, 10¢, B-16b 17.00 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, 10¢, B-16f 32.00 
Sugiya Contractors, 10¢ in ship, unl. 95.00 


Unga, AK Cod., Baranoff, 1 meal, B-lal OB250.00NB 


Valdez, Northern, 6'4¢, B-15a 53.55 
Dawson, YT, H&P, 2 Bits, B-13a holed 52.25 
AYPE encased cent, Potty 33.50 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record 


CENTENNIAL RAILROADS, cont. 


The C.C. & W.I. won’t make it to Alaska under its 
own power. Plans are for the train to be loaded into 
two box cars at the Lovsted plant about March 31. 
Then the boxcars will be hoisted aboard a trainship 
for the journey to Seward. From there, the train will 
ride the Alaska Railroad to Fairbanks. 


Alaska 67 will open May 27 for a run of more than 
four months. 


The C.C. & W.L, 20 tons of fun, will carry visitors 
around the 40 acre exhibition site on a track 36 inches 
wide and 3,600 feet long. Each passenger car can 
hold 20 passengers. 


Along the route will be such attractions as a gold- 
rush mining town, an Alaska native village, a 
sternwheeler riverboat and a zoo of Alaskan game 
animals. 


Passengers will board at a depot on the Chena River, 
which forms one boundary of the fairgrounds. 


The saddle-tank engine will be powered by a 131 
horse-power gasoline engine geared down to a top 
speed of 15 miles per hour. But there will be “steam” 
from a hidden smoke generator in the locomotive. 


“This is nothing new to us,” said Ray F. Holmes, of- 
fice manager of Lovsted firm. “We made a similar 
train for Knotts Berry Farm in California and part 
for things in Disneyland.” 


The black, red and gold C.C. & W.I. train is being 
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fitted with all the trimmings, complete with a clang- 
ing brass bell. Altogether, the train is 108 feet long. 


Harvey J. C. Oster, Jr., Lovsted’s president and Dale 
Lohrer, production manager, will travel to Fairbanks 
to supervise the installation. 


If all goes well, the Centennial train will reach 
Fairbanks before April 20. 


Alaska 67 also has another treat for railroad buffs. It 
is the Denali, the ornate rail car used by President 
Harding on his tour of Alaska in 1923. 


But the real center of attention is likely to be the 
Crooked Creek & Whiskey Island. 

OK OK KR 
Both Anchorage and Fairbanks got a tourist railroad 
in 1967. It is presumed that the “Moose Gooser” 
was shipped back to Vancouver. 


The C.C. & W.L. still runs around Pioneer Park (for- 
merly known as A-67, Pioneer Memorial Park and 
Alaskaland). Additionally, it has been joined by ARR 
engine #1 (formerly of the Cliff Creek and Coal Creek 
Mines in Yukon, Tanana Valley Mines Railway and 
the Tanana Valley Railroad). This H.K. Porter en- 
gine has been restored and is operated by Friends of 
the Tanana Valley Railroad. 


NOME BOARD OF TRADE FOB 


The obverse reads “Compliments of the Board of 
Trade, Nome Alaska, Good things for he that is dry.” 
The reverse reads “Our speciality National Bourbon, 
built for your taste” with a sterling hallmark stamped 
in. (submitted by J.W. Terrill). 


KLONDYKE PROSPECTING AND MINING COMPANY 


— eu g gag eaigeeneeneeeceececcdcgy, 
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The Klondyke Prospecting and Mining Company of Coudersport, Pennsylvania. This is a receipt for $5 for 
5 shares of stock dated January 21, 1898. One has to wonder if they ever made it to the Yukon! We have not 
seen a stock certificate from this company. 


C.R. & N.W. RATLWAY 


While working on “the book,” I came across this 
check on the Copper River & Northwestern Railway 
Co. It has been here for a while (read many years), 
and I had never noticed the notation on the upper left 
corner - “Brass Check No. _”. 


While this check does not have the number filled it, 
it seems that the brass check was an identification 
tag to obtain your pay check. 


s/1EOQO 
BRASS CHECK No, W, 7. $O ~w 43553 
\ COPPER RIVER & NORTHWESTERN RAILWAY Co. 


IN FULL PAYMENT WAGES MONTH OF - 


ACCOUNTANT 


ote 


«  CORDOVA.MALASKA, FEB 8011919 


a — esc0e OO 
ws e5 an Ags: or Bearer to 


pay ST366NOO0CTS Ballars 


COPPER RIVER & NORT ESTERN ILWAY CO. 
FIRST BANK OF CORDOVA 
CORDOVA, ALASKA , YP 
=r SHIER 


~ 


COUNTERSIGNED 
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PORTRAITS OF PEDRO 


Felix Pedro is credited with making the first gold dis- 
covery in the Fairbanks mining district. This is com- 
memorated every year with “Golden Days.” The Pio- 
neers of Alaska have a rededication ceremony at the 
monument to Pedro, located on the Discovery claim, 
about 17 mile Steese Highway. There is a Pedro 
impersonator each year, bringing his gold into the 
bank to have it weighed. And a good time is had by 
all! 


on their 2002 Alaska Gold Rush medal, with Pedro 
kneeling with a gold pan and nugget. His mule is in 
the back ground. Sadly, we don’t have this one in 
stock. 


The first to be issued was the gold anodized alumi- 
num medal issued by the pioneers of Alaska in 1952 

for the 50th anniversary of the gold discovery. These A.T.F. of L 
are $20. 


MARGARET MILLER 


For the American Revolution Bicentennial, like many 
other cities, towns and municipalities, the Fairbanks 
North Star Borough issued 1 oz. (unmarked) silver 
and brass medals. They featured Pedro on the ob- 
verse, and a gold dredge within a heart on the re- 
verse (Fairbanks is the golden heart of Alaska). Only 
one silver available - $35. 


Because 2002 was the 100th anniversary of Pedro’s 
discovery, the Pioneers of Alaska held their annual 
convention in Fairbanks. Their yearly medal has a 
standing portrait of Pedro. We have one, slightly Alaska Territorial Federation of Labor, 8th Annual 
scuffed available for $25 (illustrated at the top of the Convention, Ketchikan. On the salmon, “Ketchikan, 
next column). There is a nice example in the auction More salmon canned here than any other place in the 
- see lot #256. world, A.T.F. of L., Oct. 1950. On the back of the 

fish - four union labels. (submitted by Candy 
Finally, the Alaska Mint placed a portrait of Pedro Waugaman). 
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(MONEYS TO «, 


by David Phillips 


These two tokens are Alaska tokens, but yet Not 
Alaska tokens! 


Peter Gwosdof is a lawyer (now retired as of 2008) 
from southern California, who has for years, as hobby 
and a viable avocation, guided friends and clients on 
fishing expeditions in the waters of Southeast Alaska 
(eg: around Ketchikan, Wrangell and Petersburg). 
This will be his 51st year of doing this!!! 


His first token was a wooden one and was issued 
from his earlier location of Anaheim, California. 150 
were made (38mm) and approximately 85 have been 
given out, strictly as souvenirs of the fishing trip. 


His current token is metal and is issued from his 
present location of Placentia, California. The ob- 
verse has a salmon and the legend “Given to a friend 
& world class story teller, S.E. Alaska.” The reverse 
has a bull’s head and the legend “Master of Alaskan 
Bovine Feces, Gwosdofian Salmon Fishing Society.” 


As it is “hot off the press” few, if any, have been 
given out as yet. The tokens are 32mm. 


My thanks to Peter for his help in ascertaining this 
information 
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Peter Gwosdof 


ANTLERS & IVORY 


From top to bottom: 

A new “brag” wood. This series is now dated 2015 
and is up to 14 woods. 

Fur Rondy: 2015 wood with the 2014 winner. 
Iditarod: 2015 wood with the 2014 winner. 


Thanks to Molly & Kathy for keeping me up to date. 


FOR THE RECORD 


cat 


(COOPER LANDING): Wildman’s (wildman), 
Good for $1.00 Shuttle Token. Gold on purple plas- 


Be ae FAIRBANKS: Fairbanks Lodge #1551, 80 years of 


Elkdom in the Land of the Midnight Sun; 61st ASEA 
State Convention, 2009. Bronze, 38mm. 


cers’ Club of Ketchikan 


FAIRBANKS: Masonic penny. The top is inscribed Offi 


“O. Wolden” around the top, “Fairbanks Chapter N° 5 C en ts TRADE 
1” around the bottom. “RAM” is below Penny. The ~ 

reverse has his “mark” in the center. Ole G Wolden 5) 4 3) 3 

was born in Norway and in 1923 he was a foreman Ketchikan, Alaska 


with the Alaska Railroad. (submitted by Joe Usibelli). 
sa a Officers’ Club of Ketchikan 


5 Cents -2h: 


0493 


Ketchikan, Alaska 


FAIRBANKS: Masonic Penny. Inscribed around the 


top “Fairbanks Alaska.” (submitted by Joe Usibelli). KETCHIKAN: Officers’ Club of Ketchikan, $5 cou- 


pon book. Only (2) 5 Cents chits remain. Booklet 
cover is black on tan, chits are black on yellow, both 
with serial number in red. Size not reported (submit- 
ted by Joe Usibelli). 


a - - ; deer er 


COUPON BOOK 


$5.00 OFFICERS’ CLUB OF KETCHIKAN 
The Coupons in KETCHIKAN, ALASKA 


this book are good 
at their face value. 


Issued $0.2 ee oes., DReee ay 


ee LO 5S 


AUCTION TO BE HELD IN FAIRBANKS 
APRIL 11, 2015 


Bids accepted until Noon, April 11 - Auction begins at 7:00PM 
By mail - Alaska Rare Coins, 551-B Second Ave., Fairbanks, AK 99701 
By phone - 907-452-6461 By email -akcoins@mosquitonet.com 
The complete auction can be viewed at www.alaskararecoins.com 


ALASKA TOKENS & MEDALS 


237 Chatanika & Cleary tokens: Both previously rare, now common as they were part of a family 
hoard. Includes: Chatanika Bingle Fritz, 25¢, B-1a, Fine of so; Cleary, Willis & Welch, 


25¢, F-VF, B-5a. Nice tokens from the local area. 50.00+ 
238 Chena token: B&K, 12'2¢, B-la. Alexander Birnbaum and Ralph T. Kubon, cigars, drugs, and 

stationery. Nice XF-AU with luster. 125.00 
239 Chitina token: Navada Bar, McCutchen & Griffiths, 12'4¢ in trade, B-4a. “Native Copper from 

Chitina, Alaska.” A popular token, VF-EF. 100.00+ 
240 (Egegik) token: Nakat Packing Co., good for 50¢ in trade, B-1d. 275.00 
241 Fairbanks token: Fairbanks Cigar Store encased cent. “Keep me and never go broke,” Horseshoe 

shape. Cent is dated 1945. Overall VF 90.00 
242 Gambell tokens: Reindeer Commercial Co., (10) 5 Cents tokens, B-1b, all average circulated. 

Catalogue value - $5 each. 30.00 
243 Juneau tokens: Alaskan Hotel Bar (B-2alI) and Imperial Cigar Store (B-29a), both 6'4¢ in trade. 

VF and AU respectively. Two pieces. 35.00 
244 Ketchikan tokens: Scoug’s Place, 25¢ and 50¢, B-56b,c. Previously rare, now common. 25.00 
245 Nome token: North Pole Bakery, 10¢ on meal ticket, B-39b. Quite scarce, XF-AU. 120.00 


246 Savoonga tokens: Reindeer Commercial Co., (10) 1 Cent tokens, B-1a, all average circulated. 


Catalogue value - $10 each. 40.00 


247 Savoonga tokens: Reindeer Commercial Co., (10) 50 Cents tokens, B-1e, all average circulated. 


Catalogue value - $5 each. 30.00 


248 Skagway tokens: Idaho Saloon, set of 3 - 10¢, 12'2¢ and 25¢, XF-AU, B-14a,b,c. Inexpensive 


tokens in the popular “saloon” collecting category. 3 pieces. 50.00 


249 Sticker Dollar - Parker’s Patch, “Garden of Weeden, 4% Miles North of Nenana, Alaska, Box 28.” 
We have not seen one of these since 1991! The sticker is on a 1921 Morgan Dollar and is 
complete with only the slightest imperfections around the rim and all the lettering is legible. 


This really does not look like a paper sticker - perhaps celluloid? 100.00 


250 “This is Coal Dollar.” Anther sticker dollar, this one much more common than Parker’s Patch. 


The sticker is complete with all lettering legible. The host coin is a 1923 Peace Dollar. 40.00 


251 Alaska 25th Anniversary of Statehood, 1984. “Silver Anniversary Edition” and a map on one side, 


‘North to the Future’ and a cache on the other. (5) one oz. silver medals. 160.00 


252 State of Alaska Fractional Medals, 1990. The state authorized their medal program in 1989. We 
rarely see these early fractionals any more. 1990 featured a walrus on the obverse and the 
mandatory State Seal on the reverse. Included are (2) % troy oz. and (2) % troy oz. silver 


medals. Mintages were 1,300 and 1,110 respectively. 4 pcs. 100.00+ 
253 Iditarod Silver Proof Medal, 1997. Number 480 out of 3,000 minted. The Iditarod race has 

issued medals since 1989. New issues sell for $99. Original packaging. 75.00-125.00 
254 Iditarod Silver Proof Medal, 1998. Number 1,884 of 3,000 struck. Original pkg. 75.00-125.00 


255 State of Alaska Silver Medals, 2000. The red fox was featured that year with Alaskan Ira Levinton 
submitting the winning design. Included here with mintages in brackets are: 1/20 oz. 


(1,379); 1/10 oz. (2,010); 4 oz. (1,742) and one ounce matte finish (1,330). Four pieces. 100.00+ 


256 Pioneers of Alaska, Annual Convention medal, 2002. “Fairbanks on the Chena 100 Years” with 
standing portrait of Felix Pedro. The reverse has the emblem of the Pioneers of Alaska. 


Very attractive medal by the Evergreen Mint in Anchorage. One ounce silver. 40.00 
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ALASKA MEDALS, cont. 


257 


258 


259 


260 


State of Alaska 1/10 oz. Gold Medal, 2004. A polar bear head is depicted on the obverse. Only 
182 were actually minted. Original packaging. 

Anchorage Fur Rendezvous, 1/10 0z. Gold Medal, 2004. Only (10) were struck by the Alaska 
Mint! The obverse of the medal depicts fireworks and the medal appears to be proof as 


ESTIMATE 


200.00+ 


issued in its original capsule. A rare opportunity. 200.00-300.00 


Alaska 50th Anniversary of Statehood Silver Proof Medal, 2009. The obverse design was 
taken from the famous photo of President Eisenhower, Governor Mike Stepovich and 
Secretary of Interior Fred Seaton looking at a newspaper headline “We’re In.” Today, 
we might like to look at a headline stating “We’re Out.” These retailed for $65 in 2009. 

Three Different Oxford Silver Bars. All have the map of Alaska on the front. Two have stars in 
the pattern of the Alaska flag on the back; one with large stars, the other with small stars. 
The 3rd has an “Oxford” pattern. Three oz. of silver. 


ALASKANA 
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White Pass & Yukon Brass Bag Tag (?). This looks like it was made to be strapped onto cargo. 
Imprinted on the face is “The Property of the White Pass & Yukon Route, Skaguay, Alaska. 
Please return this holder with both card checks to this Co. soon as possible.” Note the early 
spelling of Skagway. Brass, 68mm by 57mm. Discolored, but should polish up nicely. 

In the right hands, this could be turned into a cool belt buckle. 

Fur Rendezvous Button, 1960. Fur Rondy buttons from the early 1960s are hard to find. We 
remember when these were all the rage in Anchorage and there was a thriving market. 
Those days are gone, but these are still scarce. The Alaska Mint has a 1961 button on 
their webpage for $450. We believe that this one is probably comparable. Very nice 
condition with only a few brown spots. 

Fur Rendezvous Pin, 1966. These very scarce pins appear to be made out of ceramic. 2% inches 
long, 2 inches wide, with a musher and dog sled depicted. A good picture of this can be 
seen on the Alaska Mint website where an example is offered at $200. 

Alaska Purchase Centennial Charm, 1967. This tiny charm (10.5mm) is 10kt gold and weighs 
.035 troy ounces (.0147 AGW). This must be the smallest item from the Purchase Centennial 
to portray the official logo - the Purchase Centennial Totem, with the Alaska flag and 
mountains. Very collectible. 

Yukon Quest Pins and Buttons. Included are 1993 and 1995 pins and buttons, and 1988, 1991, 
1992 and 1994 pins. The 1993 celebrates the Quest’s 10th anniversary. 8 pieces. 

10kt Mountain Goat Pin. This pin is a well done, three dimensional pin showing a mountain goat 
head and having a total weight of .170 troy oz. (.07 troy oz. AGW). This can be worn as a 
tie tac or lapel pin. New, about $300. 

Unusual Alaska Gold Nugget Lapel Pin. Recently, we purchased some inventory from the old 
Eskimo Museum which went out of business in the late 1970s. The pin is oblong in shape 
(1% inches by 3/4 inch) and open in the center giving it a flattened “O” appearance. It was 
made by Merle Reed with a 10kt gold back covered by chunky gold nuggets. The weight 
is .278 troy ounces. This is a new item in its original box that has sat for 40 years in the 
museum owner’s house. 

Gold Hunter Charm. This is a 10kt charm we have not seen before. A standing hunter aiming a 
rifle. Total weight is .072 troy oz. (.03 troy oz. AGW). New, $190. 

Gold Billiken Charm. A cute 10kt charm made by J.L. Houston. Total weight is .084 troy oz. 
The infamous Billiken was considered a good luck charm...rub the belly and get good 
luck. Although many Alaskans thought Billikens were a part of native folklore, they were 
actually invented by Florence Pretz of Kansas City and adopted in Alaska about 1909. 
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db’ BARONS 


IHNATSSANCHE AHH 


The 3 Barons Renaissance Fair is held in the village of Hillshire, on the first two full week- 
ends in June (this year June 6-7 and 13-14). It is located at 3400 E. Tudor Road, at the Tozier 
Sled Dog Track. Hours are 12 Noon until 8PM. The following is taken directly from their 
website: www.3barons.org 


HILLTHERLSTAN: HERO OF HTLLSHIREK 


Hillshire is named for Hillthelstan the Bold, a warrior of great virtue and repute, who saved 
our village from a monster (some say it was a giant bear, some a direwolf, some a mythical 
beast) that ravaged the area for years, raiding food stocks, carrying off animals and children 
and fouling the ground. 


Legend has it that he fought the monster with three bold knights, finally dispatching it with 
his spear, before vanishing into the mists of legend. 


THE 3 BARONS FAIR CELEBRATION 


Hillthelstan’s great combat with the creature is honored each year at the 3 Barons Fair where 
the Barons Red, Green and Blue, compete for the privilege of winning the relic associated 
with him, the Spear of Hillthelstan the Bold and holding it for the coming year. It is said a 
successful competition for the relic insures a good harvest and prosperity, not only for the 
barony that holds it, but the village as well. 


The winner of the competition must accumulate the most tokens for good and noble deeds, 
great combat, wise rule, and exciting entertainments. This is determined by a vote of the 
people attending the fair. Throughout the fair day, the people of Hillshire award tokens to the 
fairgoers, who may then vote for the Barony they feel best represents these ideals. Each fair 
day, the ballot is counted and announced and on the last day of fair, the prize is awarded for 
the year. 


THE ROYAL COURTS 


BLUEHK BARONY 
Home of Ali Akbar Mohammet el Mut Amin the Magnificent! Traveling from the mysteri- 
ous lands of the south, the mighty Blue Baron Amin once again graces the village of Hillshire 


continued on page 30 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


As you read this issue, you will see that I am not 
above begging. Please, please, buy my book. 


Tinnathe& Seal Sking, Gola Dust & Bingley 
is now available. Please see page 35. Begun in 1992, 

I have finally been motivated to finish it. It is not 

great literature, but subscribers to this newsletter 

should find it interesting. 


The 3 Barons Renaissance Fair looks like a good time 
for those of you in the Anchorage area. If you go, 
keep an eye open for any other numismatic items, 
and report them to us. If I were into reenactment, I 
might consider striking some silver pennies for the 
rabble. 


David Phillips has solved a mystery that has been 
bothering him for some time. See page 32 for infor- 
mation on the Dawson City Bakery and their wooden 
token. 


eBay was interesting this month, including two com- 
plete sets of ARRC tokens. Of particular note is the 
Scandahovian from Katalla. A very cool piece, it 
brought $1,225. S. Ide (B-21.1a), a new addition to 
the 3rd edition, brought an even more impressive 
$2225. Ina Stack’s auction, a 10 Kopeck note of the 
Russian American Company, graded by PCGS as 
63PPQ sold for $44,062.50, including the buyer’s fee. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page- $50 “page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 


PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Adak, NAS, OM Annex, 5¢, B-unl 26.99 
Bethel, N.C. Co., 50¢, b-2b 60.000B 
Cordova, S. Ide, 12'%2¢, B-21.1a 2,225.00 
(Cordova), Old Crow, 6'4¢, B-31la 57.88 
Cleary, Willis & Welch, 25¢, B-S5a 27.00 
Fairbanks, Bentley Dairy, 10¢ b.c., B-6a 46.07 
Fairbanks, “Play at Players” sticker dollar 150.000B 
(Juneau), Imperial Pool Parlor, 5¢, B-30a 8.50 
Juneau, Juneau Hotel, 6%4¢, B-38a OB700.00NB 
(Juneau), AH King, 10¢, B-42b OB125.00NB 
Katalla, Scandahovian, “23”, B-7a 1,225.00 
(Ketchikan), The Electric, 50¢, B-13a 26.00 
Ketchikan, Katchikan Pharmacy, 5¢, B-22a 78.00 
Ketchikan, Lucky Spot, 5¢, B-32a 15.000B 
Ketchikan, Scandia, 5¢, B-55a 60.000B 
Kodiak, NOB, PW Shops, B-10c 407.00 
Kodiak, NOB, Milk token, B-10d 107.50 
Nome, The Gaiety, B-23a 250.000B 
Noorvik, Co-op Store, set of 6, B-1 107.50 
(Palmer), ARRC, 5¢, B-1b, NGC-63PL 89.95 
(Palmer), ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 53.01 
(Palmer), ARRC, complete set of 8, B-1 832.00 
(Palmer), ARRC, complete set of 8, B-1 975.00BIN 
Port Alexander, Jacobsen, $1, B-4b 17.05 
Savoonga, Reindeer Comm., set of 8, B-1 86.00 
Seldovia, Johansen, 10¢, B-3a 127.50 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blII 43.00 
Seward, Pioneer Club, 12'’2¢, B-10 110.000B 
Skagway, Board of Trade, 12'4¢, B-4d 81.990B 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, $10, B-16g 37.88 
Skagway, Mascot, 12'4¢, B-17c 27.00 
Skagway, Shooting Gallery, 10¢, B-25b 96.00 
Spring Creek (prison) 1.00, damaged 38.15 
Talkeetna, B&N, 12'2¢, B-lal 23.05 
Talkeetna, B&N, 12'4¢, B-lall OB20.00NB 
Talkeetna, Fairview, 12'2¢, B-2a 23.05 
(Thane), A.G.M. metallic chit, B-3b 5.000B 
Tonsina, Jake Nafsted, 12'2¢, b-la 58.89 
Yes Bay, A.P.F., $1, B-3e 65.000B 
Dawson, YT, Kilgore & Landahl, B-14a 9.990B 
AYPE encased cent, horseshoe 39.000B 
RAC, 10 Kopeck, PCGS-63PPQ (Stack’s) 44,062.50 
Maverick, A.C.Co., see page 31 161.49 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record. 


TINNA?HS & SEAL SKINS 
GOLD DUST & BINGLES 
SEE PAGE 35 
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with the many wonders his court has to offer. Baron 
Amin has come in search of profit, wives, and, most 
of all, revelry! 


The Blue Baron brings with him his bagoom (first 
wife), advisors, personal bodyguard, guards and a 
small number of his many beautiful wives and daugh- 
ters. In addition, he has brought along his personal 
entertainers (although some would call them a bur- 
den), Akbar and Ahmid and their Circus of the 
Damned. 


All of those wishing to take service with the Blue 
Baron should present themselves at his pavilion, for 
Ali Akbar Mohammet el Mut Amin richly rewards 
those loyal to him. 


RED BARONY 


The Chevilario family, headed by Baron Dante 
Chevilario, is committed to hospitality, the musical 
arts and games of strategy. These celebrities of Venice 
see everyone as part of the Red Barony, whether or 
not they have admitted it yet. Despite the obvious 
political reasons for attending the fair, the Red Court 
has taken this trip as an opportunity for leisure, shop- 
ping, novelty and gossip. 


GREEN BARONY 


Ruled by the greedy tyrant Baron Charles Drake II 
and his wife, Baroness Cassandra Drake, the Green 
Barony is home to many of Tudor England’s less than 
desirable characters. From thieves to murderers, cads 
and cutthroats, the Drake family once again ventures 
to the village of Hillshire in search of wealth and 
power. Through intimidation and violence, Baron 
Drake has established himself as a cruel and merci- 
less noble bent on capitalizing on the misfortune and 
weakness of the citizens and patrons of the realm. 


Baron Drake commands a retinue of servants, staff 
and mercenaries that see to his every want and need. 
The Dragon Guard are hired thugs and armsmen that 
carry out the orders of their Baron and Baroness with 
much sadistic delight. 


To seek the favor of the Drake household, patrons 
must be willing to sacrifice all that they hold dear 
and present themselves before the ruler of the Emer- 
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ald Throne. Should they succeed in their quest, Baron 
Drake will reward them for their loyalty and obedi- 
ence. Failure, however, is met with swift retribution. 


THE TOWNS PEOPLE OF 
HOULILS HR IE 


Alchemists Guild portrays merchants and magicians 
who seek profit, the secrets of the unknown, and en- 
tertainment through fines of the guilty, walk-around 
and stage magic, and puppet shows. They represent 
the home of the Hillshire Magistrate, who is the bane 
of fools and miscreants. 


Wild Rovers portray a group of tinkers and gypsies, 
taking the best from both traditions and melding them 
into a group of fun-loving miscreants who tell sto- 
ries and provide games, dancing, singing, music, tall- 
tales, and fortune telling. 


Crooked Toad Tavern Show portrays pirates out to 
have a good time at the Hillshire pub, the Cooked 
Toad, where they sing and tell tales of their adven- 
tures across the seas. 


Benevolent Fellowship of Fools, Troubadours and 
Storytellers portrays a Small group of Fools and Sto- 
rytellers who find themselves in many foolish pre- 
dicaments when they are not going around telling sto- 
ries to anyone that wishes or listens. 


Crimson Dove. The town merchants have come to- 
gether under one tent to provide a myriad of gaming 
opportunities. These games are designed to teach and 
entertain with historical games of dice, card and 
board. Beware as you play the game, the game may 
be playing you. 


Tomato Wives & Sons portray a small group of peas- 
ants who gather and sell rotten tomatoes to be hurled 
at particularly bad actors as displayed in the popular, 
comedic, and messy Tomato Show. 


Twisted Tadpole portrays a family friendly estab- 
lishment for children of all ages offering games, sto- 
ries, music, and activities. 


Battlecrows provides organized instruction in the 
serious study and practice of historical European 
swordplay, as a modern school of swordsmanship and 
martial arts demonstrating the methodology of the 
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ancient European fencing schools. 


Wenches Guild comes from other guilds and all oc- 
cupations, some by trade, others pirates, peasants, 
nobility etc. They come together in Hillshire to “pro- 
mote” togetherness, self-empowerment, and the ide- 
als that will not allow wenches to be degraded by 
men, by other women or themselves. However, noth- 
ing says they cannot be fun and flirty as well. 


Greeters are the first citizens of Hillshire that many 
fair goers will meet, as their smile, information and 
map will send you on your way to the courts and 
guilds of the fair. 


SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS 


Historic Recrudescence Guild portray village life 
during the middle ages, as living historians, build- 
ing, reproducing, and sharing the customs, cultures, 
histories and life-styles from dying, smithing, coo- 
pering, carpentry, masonry, weaving, embroidery, 
farming, cooking, and medieval European combat 
techniques. 


SCA portray the Middle Ages and Renaissance eras 
and are dedicated to research and recreating the arts 
and skills of those times. They are their own non- 
profit organization and membership in the SCA is 
required to participate with them. 


Amt guard portray the Middle Ages and Renaissance 
eras and are dedicated to research and recreating the 
arts and skills of those times. They are their own non- 
profit organization and membership in AMT guard 
is required to participate with them. 


Come See the Shows 


The Game of Steel. Witness the live action chess 
game play out before your very eyes. Just like steel 
clashes on the chessboard, so do the Barons and their 
entourages. There is enough thrust and parry, wit and 
steel to keep you at the edge of your seats. 


The Naughty Bawdy Tavern Show. The raucous 
battle between pirates and wenches rages once again 
this year. Original music and adult themed content 
will plunder your heart and steal a smile from all who 
dare join the crew. This show is not for the young. 
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Peasant Dancing. Let the merriment of the day take 
hold of you as musicians set you reeling at Peasant 
Dancing. Laugh, sing and dance as our fair patrons 
and cast join together for a turn in the dance area. 
Young, old, coordinated or not, there is a place for 
you among the fun. 


The Tomato Show. Come join us for this time hon- 
ored tradition of lobbing rotten tomatoes at our 
Shakespearean Acting Troupe if you find their skills 
not up to your standards. It’s a comedy, it’s a tragedy, 
it’s a fun, messy good time for all. 


Circus of the Damned. Variety is the word that 
comes to mind for this troupe of performers. Feats of 
skill, dazzling beauty and comedy unlike you’ ve ever 
seen before will entertain you in the Court of the Blue 
Baron. 


A.C.Co. MAVERICK 


This token first appeared in ATC&PN in December, 
1987. In the April 1988 issue, Ron Greene reports 
evidence in the book Canadian Historical Sites #26, 
page 74 which reads, “The A.C. Company partly 
solved the currency problem by issuing vouchers and 
tokens.” Les Hill has also seen reference to the A.C. 
Co. vouchers being given to Moosehide Indians. 
There is also a smaller 29mm version. 


This is a different specimen than the one that sold 
for $460, reported in the March/April 2006 issue. The 
current sale price of $161.49 must have been a dis- 
appointment. 


With the possibility of so many companies with the 
initials A. C. Co., am not ready to jump on the band 
wagon on this one. 
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DAWSON CITY BAKERY WOOD 


by David Phillips 


A wood that has intrigued me immensely is the 
Dawson City Bakery wood. Why? Because so little 
was known about it! All previous inquiries had drawn 
a blank as to the exact “Where, Why & Wherefores” 
of this wood. It reminded me of the mythical Uni- 
corn, eg: as someone had seen one once, but no one 
has seen one since!! 


Luckily, at the “once” sighting, a photocopy of the 
wood was taken, so we do know that this item did/ 
does exist. 


Because of the lack of information about this wood, 
in mid June of 2014, I embarked on a quest to find 
out, if possible, as much as was obtainable about this 
wood. 


Mega e-mails were sent, letters written and phone 
calls made, primarily to Yukon possible sources. 
Tidbits of information did come in. Wendy Solkolon 
and Shannon Olson of the Yukon Government Ar- 
chives Department went the extra mile for me. Kathy 
Gates, long time Yukon resident, Yukon historian and 
researcher provided great ideas, suggestions, good 
contact information and encouragement. Special 
thanks are due all three ladies. 


From all of the above, I was able to find an address 
of a brother of the “thought to be” owner, and he 
graciously passed along my questions re the wood to 
his sister (Thanks Steve). 


Finally, in February of 2015, I was able to get in touch 
with Susan Manchee, the original owner/operator of 
the Dawson City Bakery, aka The Motherlode Bak- 
ery. 


Susan was very kind and was willing to tell me the 
story of the Bakery and this wood, as best as she could 
recall, given the time that had gone by. 


Where & When: Summers of 1979 and 1980, in the 
heart of the business district of Dawson City. In 1979 


the bakery was in an old building - The Lucky Inn, 
heavily damaged by the spring flood of 1979. Due 
to extensive and expensive repairs required to the 
building, the 1980 summer was spent in a 6 by 10 
metre tent. Susan had a staff of four; herself, her 
sister Jane, and two friends, Beth Malloy and Sheila 
Langston. These last two gals also did improv the- 
atre at lunchtime for the entrainment of customers. 
They were known as the “Nakai Players” and their 
show was called “The Primal Knead.” 


Why & How: The “free cookie” woods were put in 
the packed lunches for the tourists on the Westours 
buses coming from Whitehorse to Dawson City. The 
tourists loved them. Large numbers of the tourists 
visited the Bakery for their “free cookie” (bite sized), 
and were enticed to purchase other bakery products, 
including a “pretty large” chocolate chip cookie for 


$3. 


Wherefores: How many woods were produced and 
from where? “Quite a few thousand, I believe, and 
were obtained through a novelty place in Vancouver.” 
Were there any varieties within the woods? “No, there 
wasn’t a re-order, and thus only one batch, all the 
same.” What number of woods were redeemed? “A 
lot, I’d say, but I suspect there are still quite a few 
gathering dust in peoples’ trinket drawers.” 


My sincere thanks to Susan Manchee for her coop- 
eration and willingness to pass along her recollec- 
tions, and in doing so, has helped me clear up the 
“mystery around the Dawson City Bakery wood. 
Very, very much appreciated. 


The Mother Lode Lodge at Hatcher Pass burned to 
the ground April 17, 2015. It had been boarded up 
and not in use. See Nov/Dec. 2014, page 84 for a 
wood from the Cookhouse Saloon. 
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KETCHIKAN CHITS 


“Ofticers’ club tt Ketchikan 
5 Cents 
5453 


Ketchikan, Alaska 


Officers’ Club of Ketchikan 
5 Cents 


0403 


Ketchikan, Alaska 


IN 
TRADE 


IN 
TRADE 


Shown last month, I jumped the gun and did not have 
sizes. The booklet is 139mm x 50mm, while the chits 
are 50mm by 25mm. The booklet originally con- 
tained 2 sheets of orange 25¢, 4 sheets of light green 
10¢, and 2 sheets of yellow 5¢, adding up to $5 (sub- 
mitted by Joe Usibelli). 
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AGB-5002 


This large attractive medal commemorates the com- 
missioning of the Japanese icebreaker “Shirase”, hull 
number AGB-5002. She was decommissioned on 
July 30, 2008. She served 25 Antarctic expeditions, 
and was able to move at 3 knots while breaking 1.5 
meters of ice. 


After decommissioning, the ship is being refit and 
remodeled as a facility for monitoring the weather in 
the polar regions. 


This bronze medal is 70mm in diameter (shown ac- 
tual size), and nearly 6mm thick. This does not in- 
clude the knob on the reverse with a cord passing 
through it. A map of the Antarctic is partially ob- 
scured by the cord. When suspended by the cord, a 
sharp tap on the edge produces a very pleasant ring- 
ing sound. Really, I can’t think of any other purpose. 


PRICES REALIZED - 
APRIL 11 AUCTION 


LOT PR 


237 Chatanika B-la & Cleary B-5a 30mb* 
238 Chena, B&K, B-la 130 
239 Chitina, Navada, B-4a 95mb* 
240 Egegik, B-1d 280mb* 
241 Fairbanks Cigar Store encased cent 70mb* 
242 (10) Gambell 5¢, B-1b 15 
243 Juneau tokens B-2alI and B-29a 20 
244 Ketchikan, Scoug’s, B-56 b andc 10 
245 Nome, North Pole Bakery, B-39b 120mb* 
246 (10) Savoonga |¢, B-la 15 
247 (10) Savoonga 50¢, B-le 15 
248 Skagway, Idaho Saloon set of 3, B-14 38mb* 
249 Parker’s Patch 151mb 
250 Coal Dollar 25 
251 (5) AK 25th 1 oz. silver 100 
252 1990 AK fractional silver 70 
253 1997 Iditatod silver medal 35 
254 1998 Iditarod silver medal 40 
255 2000 AK medals 70 
256 2002 Pioneers of Alaska medal 28 
257 2004 1/10 oz. gold AK medal 165 
258 2004 Fur Rendezvous 1/10 gold 180 
259 2009 AK 50th silver medal 60mb* 


260 (3) Oxford 1 oz. silver bars 58 


261 WP&yY brass tag 38mb* 
262 1960 Fur Rondy button 140mb 
263 1966 Fur Rondy pin 60mb 
264 Alaska Purchase gold charm 80mb* 
265 Yukon Quest pins and buttons 28mb* 
266 Mountain goat pin 90mb 
267 Unusual lapel pin 160mb* 
268 Gold hunter charm 40 
269 Gold billiken charm 50 


mb = sold to mail bidder * = reduced bid 
Mail bidders save $289 from their maximum bids 


OFFICIAL ALASKA MEDAL MINTAGES 
From the Alaska Mint - 2013 and 2014 


Weight 2013Silver/2013 Gold/ 2014 Silver/2014 Gold 


1 oz. 1450 28 1862 41 
loz.matte 64 120 

OZ. 80 11 50 19 
Ys OZ. 80 9 80 9 
1/10 oz. 80 12 80 36 
1/20 80 16 80 51 
2 oz. 34 6 52 6 


SPECIAL SALE! 


y WEMOR, 


We have a quantity of these attractive medals in their 
original snap-lock foam-lined plastic cases. The sil- 
ver medal is protected in a paper envelope, the bronze 
sits on the foam. 


These weigh .845 troy ounces and are sterling silver. 
This means the silver weight is .7816 troy ounces. 
At $17 per ounce these contain about $13.28 in sil- 
ver. 


We sell bullion 1 oz. silver rounds at spot plus $1.95 
in small quantities (under 500 ounces). So I think 
$15.75 is a fair price for the silver, and you get the 
bronze medal free. Shipping is $5, whether you 
order 1 or 10. 


Not bad for a nearly 50 year old medal! 


GENESIS OF MOOSE GOOSER 


“Mr. Urban submitted for endorsement, resolution 
seeking Alaska Railroad to investigate possibility of 
salvaging and renovating any remaining steam loco- 
motive in its system and place one or more of these 
historical locomotives in operation to carry passen- 
gers between key points of interest during the Cen- 
tennial year; e.g. between Anchorage International 
Airport and downtown Anchorage - as long as such 
transportation would not unduly interfere with nor- 
mal commercial activity of the railroad or create un- 
due hardships for commercial carriers already serv- 
ing between such points. MSC/Rettig/Crawford: As 
above.” (MSC=Motion seconded and carried). 


Page 3, February 3, 1965 Board of Directors Min- 
utes, Anchorage Chamber of Commerce records, 
Archives and Special Collections, Consortium Li- 
brary, University of Alaska, Anchorage. 

(submitted by J.D. Williams) 
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Tonmnans & Seat Skins 
Gold Dust & Bingles 


From the back cover: 


The history of a country is often reflected in its money. 
For Alaska, this is especially true. 


Alaska natives may not have had what we consid- 
ered money, but they did have items that represented 
wealth. The tinnah (large shield-shaped pieces of 
copper) represented vast quantities of blankets. A 
tribe’s “face” rose and fell upon the acquisition and 
destruction (!) of tinnahs. 


The Russian exploitation is expressed in their use of 
parchment notes, with no real value. With the sale 
of Alaska to the United States, it was the U.S.’s turn 
to neglect Alaska. It was the wild, wild “west” in 
fisheries and sealing. 


With the gold rush, things started to look up for 
Alaska. Wealth, it seemed, was on every creek. Gold 
dust and tokens were the medium of exchange be- 
cause any U.S. currency that happened to make it to 
the territory did a U-turn back to the lower forty- 
eight to purchase more goods. 


All the while this was going on, others were devel- 
oping other sectors of the economy. Gold drove the 
economy, but other factors were leading to a more 
stable population. 


* * * * * 


For this anthology, articles have been gathered from 
many different sources. Some are not numismatic in 
nature, but they give information about a location or 
a biography that I think enhances collecting enjoy- 
ment. 


Many articles have appeared in this newsletter over 
its 37 years. And a number have been written by the 
editor. There are several articles that have been writ- 
ten specifically for this book. Most articles are il- 
lustrated with black and white photos 


The book is 396 pages, 9” by 6”. The cover is full 
color with text printed yellow on black. The paper 
bound edition is available for immediate shipment 
for $29.95 by media mail, $33 by priority mail. 
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The book is divided into twelve roughly chronologi- 
cal chapters: 


Tinnahs 

Dentalium & Trade Beads 
Russian American Company 
Fish, Fur & Traders 

Gold Rush 

Promotion & Development 
Bingles 

Personalities - the Issuers 
Currency, Scrip & Checks 
Depression - ARRC 

Modern Numismatics 
Personalities - the Collectors 


Hard bound copies are available on a pre-paid, spe- 
cial order basis for $70. These orders will be taken 
until June 15. We will then order the number re- 
quired from the printer. Delivery will be about 3 
weeks. If a sufficient quantity are not ordered, we 
will return your check. 


ALASKA 1 OZ. SILVER = AS PRICED, POSTPAID 


CLEAR, BMEWS SITE II. With bronze medal. 
$32.00 $32.00 


DENALI, with state seal $25.00 


EAGLE 1997, with state seal $25.00 
SITKA, Alaska’s Historical Capital, Alexander GOLD PANNER with nugget, with state seal. 
Archipelago. $32.00 $30.00 


Alyeska pipeline | ANCHORAGE, Arctic Winter Games, 1974, 
; ! Sterling silver, .783 ASW., scuffy. 18.00 


COMMEMORATING Z5 YEARS ff 


1977 - 2002 


ALYESKA PIPELINE, 25 years. Slightly 
scuffed: $25.00; much better (shown) $30.00 


PLEASE, PLEASE, BUY MY BoOK!! 


See page 35 
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ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


ALASKA RARE COINS, P.O. BOX 72832, FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 Phone: 907-452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


& POLAR NUMISMATIST VOLUME XXXVI, NO. 5, JUNE, 2015. 


North of 60° ------- 


JIM ROBB - YUKON ARTIST 


TO-Dick LAWSCOM 
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years (Jim Robb’s Yukon Paper Potpourri). \t is always great to get a letter or large 
envelope from Jim because you never know what might be in it in the way of information. 
But that might be secondary to what is on the envelope. 

091230 19:32 VER SAO + HS! 


; BS. eae 
WwW, Canagearos t Fa eit 


=< 
Wu, Pos tesc anada ca | dpb 


EDMtOR-fLasht Rize C 


meme Sp ee CTT 
vast ! = 

Ne 

AV 


— fi s 
S_S\ k= 

‘\V\\"a 
ae 


wiBs i 

tl ay 
a Ac a) 

[wl\e alam (aD G On 
Wo Z 


= , Nb. 

Often, but not always, Jim turns the envelope into a work of art. His caricatures of old 
buildings are really neat. So popular is Jim’s artwork that Canada Post has used one of his 
buildings in the cancellation on the envelope above. A clearer example can be seen on 
page 39. 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Yes, I know this is a bit late. I am trying to get caught 
up and hope to have the July issue out on time. 


Pickings are slim for articles right now. If you have 
an article in mind, now would be a good time to sub- 
mit it. If you have an idea that I can work into an 
article, that would also work. 


The Jim Robb covers turned up when we did some 
work around the store. I wish I had found these be- 
fore I published “Tinnahs.” I would have worked at 
least one of them into it. 


The stocks were also another cleaning up find. See 
page 40 for a small selection of inexpensive Alaska 
stocks. 


Ebay was rather quiet this month. The big item was 
the Mishler set of Alaska-Hawaii statehood medals, 
including the gold. It appears the buyer is now break- 
ing up the set, and selling the non-gold medals on 
ebay. 


The Ft. Greely token first appeared in 2004, where it 
realized $80. It did not make the 2010 edition of 
Ron Benice’s Alaska & Yukon Tokens. Quite a price 
increase for this maverick. The Quadra token con- 
tinues the tradition of high prices for rare cannery 
tokens at $960. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
l page-$50 “%page-$30 '% page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Chitina, Navada, 12'2¢, B-4a 55.000B 
Cordova, Cordova Hotel, 12'’2¢, B-113a 20.000B 
Cordova, Hegg, 5¢, B-17a 410.00 
Cordova, Windsor Hotel Bar, 12'’2¢, B-41c 67.66 
Douglas, Canteen, 5¢, B-4a 157.50 


(Ft. Greely), Civilian Mess, 10¢, B-unl., see FTR 


676.00 
Ft. Yukon, Ft. Yukon Hotel, Bread, B-4b 19.50 
Hyder, Northern Pool, 10¢, B-4a 39.75 
Kobuk, Harry Brown, 25¢, B-la 5.000B 
Nome, The Belmnt, (12%¢), b-7a 95.000B 
Quadra, So. AK Canning, 25¢, B-1b 960.00 
Sitka, Anderson, 5¢, B-3b 65.00 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, 10¢, B-14a, NGC-64 46.00 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, set of 3, B-14 49.00 
Skagway, Mascot, 12'4¢, B-17c 28.50 
Sparrevohn, 719 ACW, 5/10/25¢, $1, B-1bdfj 56.57 
Sugiya & Co., $1, unlisted. 95.000B 
Tenakee, Tilicum Club, 12'’2¢, B-5b 150.000B 
Tin City, NCO Club, $1, B-1dI 16.38 
Tin City, NCO Club, $1, B-1dI 34.77 
Dawson, Tanana Hotel, 25¢, B-21a 223.00 
Whitehorse, TD&P, 50¢, B-7b 12.82 
Whitehorse, TD&P, 50¢, B-7b 19.68 
Whitehorse, TD&P, 50¢, B-7b 6.41 
A.C. Co., N.G. no denomination 179.50 
A.Y.P.E., encased cent, round 29.990B 
Mishler AK-HI set of 8 with gold, #13 2,100.00* 


* The buyer is breaking up the set, selling individually #13 
medals. 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record. 
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SDA EMBER 
ANCHORAGE, A 


Issued for the opening night of the Evangeline 
Atwood Concert Hall. I suppose the rarity would be 
based on the number of seats in the Hall! Looks to 
have a bronze finish, size not reported. 


JIM ROBB, cont. 


CoRNER of FIRST ALE, 
ap AND MAIN STREET, 


7 WINEHORSE, > = 


2009 -09- 0 


mabe ; 
4d T BUDNGOF THE rips — 
Ey: - : HIGHWAY. DI Hh ScoM. 


TO-ED or oF ARC., 
S51 SECOND Ale SifEB, 
FAIRBANKS, # Last 

49 1 of 


The printed cover above features a nice rendition of the White Pass Hotel. It also highlights the “cabin” 
cancellation designed by Jim. 
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This commercially produced card featuring Jim’s artwork is described 
as “Exaggerated Truth.” It features the Red Feather Saloon building 
in Dawson 


These are but a few of the original pieces of art that I have received 
from Jim. I would guess he has done hundreds of these on his mail 
over the years. While not rare or valuable, to me, they are absolutely priceless. 
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LOOK WHAT WE FOUND! 


We installed surveillance cameras, wired in a couple 
of outlets, and....cleaned my desk. While I wrote a 
book on stocks and bonds, I did not collect, and we 
did really deal in them. However, one does accumu- 
late things. Here is your chance to pick up some 
inexpensive Alaska stocks. Most have duplicates, 
so the one you get may not exactly match what is 
shown (names, dates, etc.). All are listed in my book 
“Alaska & Yukon Stocks and Bonds,” Available for 
$16, postpaid. 


All of these stocks are $10 each, plus $5 postage per 
order. 
rt oS eS 


i TEMPORARY CERTIFICATE 
Powrse 2142]) tape Pm npn Coe Lid 


Inemmrocasts Unmet Las or tne Sane conan 


PACIFIC AMERIGAN COMPANY 


\ 


Ah st ~<a 


Pacific American Company, temporary certificate, 
orange, various shares. 


=-8y Ap PERRGE & G0.-~ 


ONE HUNDRED ee 
Sot an aa aren of par alo Fie Des (65.00 uc of be ComnOW STOCK of * 
PACIFIC AMERICAN 
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Daud: SEP 25 OS 3 5% 


ChantesT Roarradeer 


Pacific American Fisheries, temporary certificate, Alaska Coke aud Coal Company 


CAPITAL BTOCK $7,600,000. PAR VALUE OF SHARES $71.00 EACH 


blue, 100 shares. pape wines 
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Next column: 

Pacific American Fisheries, overprinted on Pacific 
American Company, green, less than 100 shares. 
Pacific American Fisheries, green, less than 100 
shares. 

Pacific American Fisheries, blue, 100 shares. 


qi be 
Witaes the sal of Chm eqpyaracion aad the signatures of ite duly methortzed oflears, | 


Alaska Coke and Coal Co., blue, various values. 
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STOCKS FOR SALE, continued! 


SOHIO/BP TRANS ALASKA PIPELINE FINANCE INC. 
Candi Ars haat prbine Reraen Bar inne mooning ts hans i Ba Yeh aie En pate 
. name cnanaen 10 
0 BP TH 
: posi carck etfs) 


t 


BE ESESS Te Seer 


DOLLARS 


PCL — lig2t Ly. 


| j i a sc _ Sohio/BP Trans Alaska Pipeline, green with dif- 
Nome Exploration Company, unissued. ferent red overprint, 25,000 shares. 


ALASKA NATIONAL BA! 


Alaska National Bank, failed bank, various shares. 


All stocks shown are $10 each plus $5 postage per 
order, or postpaid if you also order the book 
“Alaska & Yukon Stocks and Bonds.” 


2 _= | PALMER MOOSE DIE 


eC OuE TED 


SOHIO/BP T 
a 


Sohio/BP Trans Alaska Pipeline, orange with red 
overprint, 5,000 shares. 


a SU fi ag 
PALMER: MOOSE CLUB, NO. 793, B-2b. 27mm 
in diameter. Die from Schaaf, Minneapolis. The only 
others we know of from Schaaf are for the Idle Hour 
Club of Fairbanks, B-27. 
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PLEASE, PLEASE, BUY M¥ BoOK!! 


See page 42 


Timnaths & Seal Skiing 
Gold Dus & Bingley 


From the back cover: 


The history of a country is often reflected in its money. 
For Alaska, this is especially true. 


Alaska natives may not have had what we considered 
money, but they did have items that represented wealth. 
The tinnah (large shield-shaped pieces of copper) repre- 
sented vast quantities of blankets. A tribe’s “face” rose and 
fell upon the acquisition and destruction (!) of tinnahs. 


The Russian exploitation is expressed in their use of parch- 
ment notes, with no real value. With the sale of Alaska to 
the United States, it was the U.S.’s turn to neglect Alaska. 
It was the wild, wild “west” in fisheries and sealing. 


With the gold rush, things started to look up for Alaska. 
Wealth, it seemed, was on every creek. Gold dust and to- 
kens were the medium of exchange because any U.S. cur- 
rency that happened to make it to the territory did a U-turn 
back to the lower forty-eight to purchase more goods. 


All the while this was going on, others were developing 
other sectors of the economy. Gold drove the economy, 
but other factors were leading to a more stable population. 


* * * * * 


For this anthology, articles have been gathered from many 
different sources. Some are not numismatic in nature, but 
they give information about a location or a biography that 
I think enhances collecting enjoyment. 


Many articles have appeared in this newsletter over its 37 
years. And a number have been written bythe editor. There 
are several articles that have been written specifically for 
this book. Most articles are illustrated with black and 
white photos 


The book is divided into twelve roughly chronological 
chapters: 
Tinnahs 
Dentalium & Trade Beads 
Russian American Company 
Fish, Fur & Traders 
Gold Rush 
Promotion & Development 
Bingles 
Personalities - the Issuers 
Currency, Scrip & Checks 
Depression - ARRC 
Modern Numismatics 
Personalities - the Collectors 
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The book is 396 pages, 9” by 6”. The cover is full color 
with text printed yellow on black. The paper bound edi- 
tion is available for immediate shipment for $29.95 by 
media mail, $33 by priority mail. 


Hard bound copies are available on a pre-paid, special or- 
der basis for $70. These orders will be taken until June 
15. We will then order the number required from the printer. 
Delivery will be about 3 weeks. Ifa sufficient quantity are 
not ordered, we will return your check. 


What readers are saying about “Jinnahs & Seal 
Skins, Gold Dust & Bingles”: 


“Best book ever written on the subject.” 


“Very well done, nice coverage of everything interesting 
in Alaskan numismatics.” 


“What a wonderful book. It’s a book I’m really going to 
enjoy reading.” 


“The most important book ever written on Alaska numis- 
matics.” 


FOR THE RECORD 


I) ) (FORT GREELY): Civilian Mess, good for 10¢ 
/ in trade. Reverse has maker’s mark. Red fiber, 
23mm. Fort Greely was originally on Kodiak Is- 
land. 


(ARCTIC SLOPE REGIONAL CORP.): ASRC 
Energy Services, Disciplined, Committed, Passion- 
ate. AES, One Crew, One Journey, Committed to 
Safety, You see it You own it. Black and white enamel 
on gold colored metal. 


CORDOVA: (Moose) Lodge No. 1266, “When you 
get around TUIT, ya gotta a drink comin.” Size not 
given, shown at 39mm. Silver (?) on red plastic. ee. wy 
KENAI: (Moose) Peninsula Lodge 1942, good for 
one beer (red on white plastic); good for one call drink 
(white on green plastic. Size not given, shown at 
39mm. 


FAIRBANKS: Farthest North Outpost, Harley- 
Davidson, non-denominated chips. Stars on map in- 
dicate branches in Fairbanks and Denali. Chip color/ 


insert color/printing: PALMER: Moose Lodge #793, TUIT. Black on red. 


gray/black/black Size not given, shown at 39mm. 
orange/white/black 


yellow/white/black 

white/blue/black 

i hite/black 

A aetite sie PLEASE, PLEASE, BUY MY ROOK! 
purple/white/silver See page 42 
green/white/silver 

black/white/silver 
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FOR THE RECORD FUR RENDEZVOUS MEDALS 


1986 TO 1994: ALL 1 OZ. SILVER WITH THE 
STATE SEAL ON THE REVERSE. 


$32 EACH PLUS $5 POSTAGE PER ORDER. 


(ALASKA): LF&Co, 1 oz. silver with gold relief. 
Edge marked Alaska Mint. .999 1 oz. silver. Loca- 
tion unknown. 


ALASKA: Alaska Army National Guard, 3rd BN 
(Scouts) 297th Infantry, Clan of the Hawks, Setting 
the Standards. Probably Alaska Mint. Bronze, 39mm 


KENAI (Oil Tanker): Tanker superimposed on map 
of Alaska. Christened June 3, 1978 by Mrs. Roger 
Baxon, Sun Shipbuilding & Dry Dock Co., The Stan- 
dard Oil Company, SPC Shipping Co. Edge marked 
.999, about 33 mm with loop. 


BYRD ARCTIC EXPEDITION: Rodman 
Wanamaker, July Ninth 1926. Centenary Celebra- 
tion, 300th Anniversary of New York. Silver, 32mm. 
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ALPINE 2003, Conoco Phillips, 100 Million Bar- 
rels. 1 oz. (not marked, specific gravity tested .999 


= ee 2 : — — 
NABORS ALASKA DRILLING, 2002. 1 oz. (not 
marked, specific gravity tested .999 silver) $35. 


Next column: 
EAGLE/OXFORD, | 02z., by Evergreen Mint. $30. 


PIONEERS OF ALASKA, 2002. Standing portrait 
of Pedro. 1 0z., by Evergreen Mint. $35. 
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MT. VAUGHAN ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION, 
1993-1994. Norman Vaughan mushed dogs with 
Byrd, led a dog team rescue during WWII on the 
Greenland icecap and ran the Iditarod many times. 
A bigger than life Alaskan! We have an example in a 
special case of the Alaska Silver Company, with per- 
haps Vaughan’s autograph. Minted by the Alaska 
Mint, 1 0z. $50. 


MT. VAUGHAN ANTARCTIC EXPEDITION, 
1993-1994. Another example, without the special 
case. $32. 


PLEASE, PLEASE, BUY MY ROOK!! 


See page 42 
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& POLAR NUMISMATIST VOLUME XXXVI, NO. 6, JULY, 2015. 


FALSE WESTERN 


(AND DAWSON CITY, Y.T.) 


GOLD BARS 


by Robert D. Leonard 


On March 16, 1996 the American Numis- 
matic Society presented T.V. Buttrey with 
the Huntington Medal in recognition of out- 
standing achievement in numismatic schol- 
arship. As is customary, he delivered a lec- 
ture, though not on one of his usual themes: 
“False Western Gold Bars,” published with 
revisions in the American Journal of Numis- 
matics 9, 1997. In this outspoken critique 
of an entire genre, he condemned as mod- 
ern fantasies all Western gold bars that came 
to market since the early 1950s, the Central 
America bars excepted: “...it is my personal 


judgment that the western American gold bars which began to appear in the 1950s are 
false, all of them, and that they are twentieth-century fabrications contrived to appeal 


to our interest in the history of the American West.” 


To say that this shocking charge was controversial would be an understatement. When 
Ted Buttrey told me this at the International Numismatic Congress in Berlin in 1997, 
I couldn’t believe him. All of them? Surely some were genuine. I accepted that 
many were bogus, but thought that some, at least, must be original. But I became 
convinced he was right, and he has finally convinced nearly everyone. 


continued on page 48 
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TANANA: Tanana Bar, 25¢ in 
trade, B-9a. I wish it weren’t so, 
but dug out of the ground at 
Tanana. Not pretty, but rare. I do 
not have a record of one selling on 
eBay (I started keeping track in 
1999). Corroded, with corrosion 
causing a hole. $300.00 


VALDEZ: Copper Block Buffet, $1 
in trade, with gold nugget. B-4cl, 
no periods. 


First we have had in years. An af- 
fordable example. $895.00 


North of 60° ------------------------------------------------------------------------------ === 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Still not caught up, but getting there. I have been 
very busy this month. The newsletter has been a bit 
neglected. 


To say I was surprised to learn that the Dawson City 
gold bars were fake (fantasy, fabrication, false - take 
your pick), would be an understatement. I had heard 
of the Ford-Franklin controversy, but had not heard 
that the Dawson City ingots were part of that group. 
Robert Leonard has done a nice job documenting their 
connection, and pointing out their inadequacies. 


George Rietzel (the founder of the coin shop from 
which this one is descended) provides a treasure story 
from his days in Alaska. This gives just a taste of 
what is (was) hiding in the woods in Alaska. 


A last minute addition can be found on page 53. Brian 
Grant Duff presents some scrip from the HBC from 
northern B.C. This is a rare opporunity for collec- 
tors of northern trading posts. 


The hard bound version of my book, “Tinnahs & Seal 
Skins, Gold Dust & Bingles,” has been ordered. I 
expect them here by the end of the month (via media 
mail). If you ordered a copy, I will be shipping them 
(via media mail) as soon as they arrive. 


I did order a few extra, so readers of this newsletter 
can still order a copy for $70. After their arrival, the 
price will be $100. While the content is the same in 
the softbound and hardbound, there is a little sur- 
prise in the hardbound. 

ee ee, ee i a 
Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page - $50 Y“page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Cheechako Tav., 12'2¢, B-11bVI 11.05 
Anchorage, Native Gold & Copper, B-30a 995.000B 
Cape Lisburne, 711 AC&W NCO OM, $1, B-la 124.50 


Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 25¢, B-la 19.60 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 25¢, B-la 42.99 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 25¢, B-la 15.49 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 50¢, B-1b 68.99 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 50¢, B-1b 79.99 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 50¢, B-1b 37.89 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, $1, B-1c 77.89 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, $1, B-1c 138.49 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, $1, B-1c 53.89 
Chatanika, Bingle Fritz, 25¢ - $1, B-1 a-c 112.50 
Cleary, Willis & Welch, 25¢, B-5a 40.000B 
Cordova, Southern Club, 6%¢, B-36a 45.88 
Fairbanks, Pioneer Hotel, 10¢, B-45b 35.000B 
Fairbanks, Zapel’s, 10¢, B-58a 12.48 
Ft. Yukon, FY Hotel, 25¢, B-4a 9.990B 
Haines, W.R. Smith, 12’4¢, B-12a 208.49 
Ketchikan, Scoug’s, 50¢, B-56c 14.51 
Ketchikan, Northern Bus, | bus fare, B-T4bI 5.65 
Ketchikan, White Cab, | stage fare, B-TSall 6.50 
Kodiak, US Naval A.B., no denom., B-15a 89.98 
Kwiguk, Alstrom, $10, B-le 29.55 
McCarthy, Golden Hotel, 25¢, B-2b 24.990B 
Nabesna, Nebesna Trd. Co., $1, B-la 74.88 
Nome, North Pole Bakery, 10¢, B-39b 75.000B 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 31.51 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 40.00BIN 
Palmer, Moose Club die, B-2b 151.50 
Platinum, Alaska Traders, 50¢, b-1b 303.00 
Skagway, BPOE, 12'2¢, B-2c 7.000B 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, 10¢, B-14a, NGC-64 22.50 
Talkeetna, HWN, 25¢ and 50¢, B-3 a+b 65.000B 
Tin City, NCO Club, $1, B-1dI 34.990B 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blII 56.55 
Valdez, Buffet, 12'/2¢, B-4b 50.75 
Valdez, Buffet, 12'/2¢, B-4b 45.000B 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, $1, B-4cII_ —_1,200.000B 
Valdez, Pinzon, 15¢, B-16c I+II 16.38 
Yakutat, St. Elias Packing Co., $1, B-2c 155.38 
Whitehorse, TD&P, 50¢, B-7b 21.17 
Whitehorse, TD&P, 25¢, 50¢ and $1, B-7 a-c 5.93 
Whitehorse, TD&P, set of 6, B-7 OB295.0NB 
AYPE, encased cent, potty 65.000B 
Mishler Alaska/Hawaii gold, #13 2,079.95 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record. 


FALSE GOLD BARS, cont. 


One thing that delayed acceptance of his position was 
that these bars had been sold as genuine by all the 
leading dealers in the United States: John J. Ford, 
Jr.; Stack’s; Bowers & Merena; Kagin; NASCA; 
Rarcoa; and Superior. They were listed in Donald 
H. Kagin’s Private Gold Coins and Patterns of the 
United States and some were even included in the 
“Red Book” for a time. All these dealers objected to 
Buttrey’s thesis strenuously, and Ford had previously 
threatened to sue anyone who rejected them as fake. 
(He successfully prevented Buttrey’s previous article 
on this subject, “False Mexican Colonial Gold Bars,” 
from being published in the United States, where they 
were being sold, and it had to run instead in Academia 
Mexicana de Estudios Numismaticos.) 


Some dealers responded with a paper by Michael 
Hodder, a consultant for Stack’s and an acolyte of 
Ford, at the ANS Groves Forum, April 10, 1999. 
Hodder attempted to refute Buttrey by first question- 
ing his qualifications (a big mistake) and then chang- 
ing the subject from “gold bars” to “assay bars.” I 
responded to this with a Guest Commentary in Coin 
World, May 17, 1999, exposing this as a “straw man” 
argument; the mixed metal assay bars were noncon- 
troversial and outside the group Buttrey condemned. 
Even Hodder admitted that some of the gold bars were 
of questionable authenticity, but I could not bring 
myself then to believe that Buttrey was right to con- 
demn them all. 


In an ad in Coin World, July 12, 1999, Stack’s - who 
had a lot to lose if all the gold bars they had sold over 
the years were exposed as phony - challenged Buttrey 
to a debate on the subject of “western assay bars” at 
the 1999 ANA Convention in Chicago, with Michael 
Hodder representing them. Buttrey accepted the chal- 
lenge, setting the stage for the “Great Debate.” It 
was held August 12, 1999 in front of a large audi- 
ence (both Buttrey and Hodder mentioned me, 
Buttrey in his presentation, Hodder acknowledging 
that I was present). While Buttrey laid out the rea- 
sons for doubting the authenticity of the gold bars, 
showing an error in Hodder’s paper and proving the 
so-called Brother Jonathan bars were fake, his anger 
and arrogance - particularly his personal attacks on 
John Ford and Michael Hodder and announcement 
of a lawsuit - turned the audience against him, and 
Hodder could be said to have won the debate. 


However, others present, particularly Central 
America curator Bob Evans and Western mining ex- 
pert Fred Holabird, were satisfied that the gold bars 
were bogus, and began writing articles and giving 
presentations exposing the falsity of one piece after 
another. Former ANS curator of United States coins 
John Kleeberg prepared a website with Buttrey, “How 
the West Was Faked” (http://www.cawa. fr/IMG/pdf/ 
how.pdf), which laid out the case against the authen- 
ticity in great detail. John Ford became ill, and his 
library and correspondence came on the market, some 
of which was very revealing. Researcher and author 
Karl V. Moulton studied this correspondence and pub- 
lished a magisterial work, John J. Ford and the 
“Franklin Hoard” (the author: 2013). Q. David 
Bowers read the manuscript for this book and was 
convinced he had been “had” by Ford. Don Kagin, 
working on a second edition of Private Gold Coins 
and Patterns of the United States, wanted to purge 
his book of the many fakes he had ignorantly in- 
cluded, and began hosting panels at ANA conven- 
tions to discuss particular items. 


Buttrey and Kleeberg had accused John Ford of or- 
chestrating the gold bar fraud, using his associate Paul 
Franklin (called Gerow Paul Franklin by Moulton to 
distinguish him from his son, also named Paul 
Franklin) to make them (“How the West Was Faked’’). 
However, Moulton is not convinced (though he may 
have tempered his views because he depended on the 
cooperation of Paul Franklin’s son); he suggests the 
possibility of other forgers supplying Franklin. Paul 
Franklin did admit to making a few fantasy items for 
Ford at different times, though. 


So it may well be that Ford, who thought that he was 
smarter than anyone, may himself have been the dupe 
(at least for a time); if so, then Paul Franklin’s letter 
to him of November 23, 1964 was possibly the great- 
est communication ever made by a confidence man 
to his mark. In it, Franklin claimed that no one he 
had sold a coin to had ever returned it, but admitted 
that his activities had led him to being accused of 
operating the “Massapequa Mint” (he lived in 
Massapequa, NY, for a time) and said that he was 
being unjustly ridiculed and defamed. In any case, it 
certainly worked; Ford responded on December 1, 
stating “I realize that it was written from the heart.” 
He also indicated that he still had confidence that the 
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FALSE GOLD BARS, cont. 


“Franklin Hoard” of U.S. Assay Office of Gold 
double eagles, then under attack, was genuine, and 
asked Franklin to investigate further. (These coins 
were condemned by ANA authenticator J.P. Martin 
in 1994 and were positively proven false in a Pio- 
neer Gold Forum sponsored by Kagin’s at the 2008 
ANA convention.) 


Whoever made them, all these fake gold bars passed 
through the hands of one man: Paul Franklin. While 
a Paul Franklin pedigree is not a sure-fire sign of 
falsity, it does not inspire confidence. In the summer 
of 1955 he returned from a trip to the West with sev- 
eral items that were previously unknown (as were all 
his offerings): among these were an Adams & Co. 
$54.33 gold ingot, 1851; a James King of William 
$20 gold piece (also supposed to have been made in 
1851); anda $140 Dawson City, Y.T. gold ingot dated 
1898 (Moulton, p. 255). The James King of William 
$20 ingot is illustrated in the 13th edition of A Guide 
Book of United States Coins, 1960 (the Red Book), 
and - despite having a loop attached, as though it had 
been preserved by being made into a fob - has no 
chance of being authentic; the name is given as “Jas. 
King of William & Co.,” but King never used this 
style: he was always “James King, of Wm.” (Evi- 
dently the forger read about King in a history of San 
Francisco without realizing his business style; be- 
sides his personal name being rendered wrong, there 
was no “& Co.” either.) Also, he was a banker, not 
an assayer, and would never have issued an “assay 
bar.” As for the Adams and Dawson City bars, in 
each case the value is incorrect. 


The Adams & Co. bar is stamped 57 1/12 DWT 
$54.33, .881 fine. But this weight of gold would be 
worth that much only for a gold value of $21.61/oz.; 
its true value would be $51.98. 


The “Dawson City, Y.T.” bar is even worse: $140 
Canadian = $140.00 U.S. at the time. The ingot is 
said to weigh 7 OZ. 0 DWT 17 GRS, or 7 x 480 = 
3360 grains + 17 grains = 3377 grains. It is suppos- 
edly only .9184 fine, so it contains only 3101.44 
grains of pure gold. (I will ignore the silver because 
the fineness is so high.) Dividing by 480 (the num- 
ber of grains per ounce), we have 6.46 oz. pure. Mul- 
tiplying by 20.6718 (the official gold price) gives 
$133.57, not $140.00. So this ingot “carries its own 
credentials” - as a fake. Here the gold is calculated 
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on a value exactly $1 per ounce to high - $21.67. 
Obviously the forger forgot what the gold price was 
then, using two similar, but different prices for the 
Adams and Dawson ingots. These are among 28 bars 
with incorrect valuations. Genuine bars are normally 
accurate pretty much to the cent. 


John Ford paid $450 for the Dawson $140 bar, then 
sold it to the Norwebs for $5,250 August 21, 1955 
(Moulton pp. 257, 263) - a nice profit. 


A second “Dawson City, Y.T.” bar exists (Scott A. 
Simpson and Leslie C. Hill, Yukon Trade Tokens, 
Vancouver Numismatic Society, 1979, p. 22). This 
is overdated 1899/8, with a value of $130 and with 
an additional counterstamp of the Dawson branch of 
the Bank of British North America. This bar is not 
in “How the West Was Forged,” and Simpson and 
Hill do not give a weight, so the accuracy of the value 
shown cannot be checked. But the additional 
counterstamp is a touch found on other Paul Franklin 
bars: many of the false Mexican Colonial bars bear 
an additional counterstamp (of impossible date), and 
the Argenti & Co. bar he sold has additional 
counterstamps of A. Humbert, assayer and Schulz & 
Co. 


To summarize: The Dawson City, Y.T. 1898 gold 
bar was sold with a group of California gold bars 
dated a half century earlier by the man who supplied 
all of the gold bars denounced by Ted Buttrey and 
others. There is nothing to connect it to Canada or 
the late 1890s. And the value stamped is based on a 
gold value $1 per ounce too high. It is a Paul Franklin 
fantasy of 1955. 


Sources: 


Kagin, Donald H., Phd.; Private Gold Coins and 
Patterns of the United States, 1981. 


Kleeberg, John M., How the West was Faked: False 
Western Gold Bars and other Forgeries (http://www. 
cawa. fr/IMG/pdf/how.pdf). 


Moulton, Karl V.; John J. Ford and the “Franklin 
Hoard”, 2013. 


Simpson, Scott A. and Leslie C. Hill, Yukon Trade 
Tokens, Vancouver Numismatic Society, 1979. 


CANADA’S NEW POLAR MEDAL 


From CBC North (www.cbc.ca/news/canada/north) 


The Canadian government is replacing the Governor General’s Northern Medal, which recognized people 
who made contributions to Northern identity and culture, with a new “Polar Medal” that will honour polar 
explorers and defenders of Canada’s Northern sovereignty. 


The Northern Medal was created in 2005 by former Governor General Adrienne Clarkson and was awarded 
to “citizens whose actions and achievements contributed to the evolution and constant reaffirmation of the 
Canadian North as part of our national identity,” according to the Rideau Hall website. 


The new Polar Medal “will recognize those who have contributed to or endeavoured to promote a greater 
understanding of Canada’s Northern communities and its people,” according to the website. “It will also 
honour those individuals who have withstood the rigours of the polar climate to make significant contribu- 
tions to polar exploration and knowledge, scientific research, and the securement of Canada’s Northern 
sovereignty.” 


In a news release, Governor General David Johnston said the creation of the Polar Medal “emphasizes the 
importance that our country places on strengthening our understanding of and connection to the North. 
Recognizing the outstanding contributions made by those working and living there, which is not without 
challenges and risks, will make our Canadian Honours System more comprehensive and better able to 
celebrate the full breadth of Canadian achievement.” 


The Polar Medal will bear an image of the St. Roch, the RCMP ship that patrolled the Arctic in the early to 
mid-20th century, with a portrait of the Queen on the other side. 


A COUPLE OF ODD PIECES 


FORT RICHARDSON: Appears to 
be a key tag, number 502. Reverse is 
blank. Brass. Size given as about 1% 
inches. Price realized - $66.00. 


DYEA: U.S. Customs, in bond. In- 
teresting seal for bonded goods . Note 
the ALA abbreviation for Alaska. 
Price realized - $167.50 (submitted by 
Kaye Dethridge). 
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A TREASURE AT CHATANIKA 


— 


I arrived in Fairbanks on Dec. 6, 1969 with my wife and two sons. I was working as a professional flight 
engineer with an airline. This went on until 1972 when I was laid off by the airline due to a slow up in 
business. I worked a few other jobs until 1974. 


My hobbies were treasure hunting and coin collecting, which I started in 1950. I had also been operating a 
coin mail order business on the side since 1966, and since there was not a coin shop in Fairbanks I decided 
to open one. 


I loved Fairbanks and the wilderness. Since my first arrival, until the day I left in 1976, I would use almost 
every day off from the job to drive with either all the family, or one or both of the boys, to explore the old 
highways. Most were just dirt roads. My favorite was the old Steese highway. It was paved for the first 
twenty miles or so, and then dirt. It is 161 miles long and ran north to Circle, an old mining town on the 
Yukon River, and was ten years older than Fairbanks. The trip was not for the faint of heart, and one should 
carry food, water, extra clothes, tools for digging and car repair and some kind of weapon, as you might find 
yourself camping overnight, planned or not. 


On one trip with my son Edward in the early 1970s, while approaching the Chatanika Lodge, we noticed off 
to our right what used to be a narrow dirt road going up a small hill. I parked the car (an International Travel- 
All) and grabbed my shoulder bag of small tools and we commenced to climb. A climb of about 100 feet 
brought us to a flat area. Nothing seemed to be there, but we started walking. There was still some snow in 
the sheltered spots with some drifts about a foot or so deep. After trudging about 100 yards I noticed a rather 
large tank lying on its side. It looked to be fifteen feet long and three feet in diameter. Attached by two bolts 
was a brass placard with the writing sideways, indicating that the tank once stood vertically. The placard 
was curved to fit the tank and is 14 inches long and 9 inches wide. It is shown above at a reduced size. 


I had to have it, as I was born in a small town just outside of Pittsburgh, and as a young feller I worked in 
several different Pittsburgh steel mills. I dug a wrench out of my bag and took of the placard. That was my 
treasure for the day. We looked around some more, but there was nothing else that resembled any machinery 
or parts. 

George C. Rietzel 
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1 OUNCE ALASKA SILVER SALE!!! BINS vo sider 


Per Order. 
$25 each, 5 for $110, 20 for $200. Multiples are available of 
most. As low as $20 each! While supplies last. All are stan- 
dard 1 oz. silver size, shown at a reduced size. 


Alascom Aurora, satellite. 


Alaska Silver Anniversary Edi- 
tion, 1984, round. 


A ANNIVERSARY EDITION 


1998. 


ver Anniversary ‘di- 
tion, 1984, bar. 


: Fox Lions Club, First Oil. 
Jack Coghill, Standing Up for ; 
Alaskans. 


Alaska Silver Anniversary/ 
Trans-Alaskan Pipeline, 1974. 


Denali, 1984. 


GOMMEMORATING 


Pe EX. tron Dog Gold Rush Classic 


Nemioeeeeenmaas) §=— (snow machine race), 1999. 


1 TROY 02. 
998 SILVER 


Matanuska Valley Colony, 50th 
Anniversary, 1985. 


Tesoro Iron Dog (snow machine 
race), 2000. 
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ma Lase FOR BEST RESULTS, Trans-Alaskan Pipeline, 1976M. 
“Ry 29 j a 
Big Four” by Michael’s Jewelry, CALL OR EMAIL FOR akcoins@mosquitonet.com 
1989. AVAILABILITY----> 907-452-6461 
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H.B.C. SCRIP in NORTHERN B.C. 


by Brian Grant Duff 


All Nations Stamp and Coin have uncovered a group 
of rare scrip tokens from the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany posts in northern British Columbia. 


It looks like they come from the pre-World War I era. 
The historical record, which is scant, says they were 
not supposed to be issued - they were not authorized 
by the Hudson’s Bay Company. But the poor guys 
running the post needed some form of money as 
people were trading. 


The scrips come from the descendents of Sidney 
Hopkinson, who worked for the HBC from 1908 to 
1935. In the 1910 Henderson’s B.C. Gazetteer, he is 
listed as an accountant at Telegraph Creek, a trading 
post, mining camp and post office in the Comox-Atlin 
district. 


The scrips are from Dease Lake, McDames Creek 
and Fort Grahame, remote posts near the Yukon bor- 
der. The scrips are very small, like an old fashioned 
ticket at a movie theatre. They come in four differ- 
ent denominations, each with a different colour. The 
25 cents are white, 50 cents are green, $1 are red and 
the $5 are blue. 


I have only handled three or four in 30 years. Infor- 
mation on them is scant, and the market is not well 
supplied. This is certainly an exciting find for any- 
one interested in this type of material. These appeal 
to Hudson’s Bay collectors, banknote collectors and 
collectors of British Columbia history. 


This was demonstrated with the sale of the first piece, 
a very nice 25¢ Dease Post issue, which was auc- 
tioned June 20, with a conservative estimate of $100. 
It realized $1,099 with bids from across Canada. 


All Nations Stamps and Coins, 5630 Dunbar St. 
Vancouver, B.C. Canada V6N 1W7, conducts 
weekly auctions on-line, and these will be offered 
for sale in these auctions - 
www.allnationsstampandcoin.com/auction.html. 


Editor’s Note: See the July/August 1998 issue of 
ATC&PN, “Card Money of the Cassiar” by Leslie 
C. Hill. It has a full color front page illustrating the 
scrip. Copies available for $5, postpaid. 


Scrip show approximately actual size. 
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Timnaths & Seal Skiing 
Gold Dus & Bingley 


From the back cover: 


The history of a country is often reflected in its money. 
For Alaska, this is especially true. 


Alaska natives may not have had what we considered 
money, but they did have items that represented wealth. 
The tinnah (large shield-shaped pieces of copper) repre- 
sented vast quantities of blankets. A tribe’s “face” rose and 
fell upon the acquisition and destruction (!) of tinnahs. 


The Russian exploitation is expressed in their use of parch- 
ment notes, with no real value. With the sale of Alaska to 
the United States, it was the U.S.’s turn to neglect Alaska. 
It was the wild, wild “west” in fisheries and sealing. 


With the gold rush, things started to look up for Alaska. 
Wealth, it seemed, was on every creek. Gold dust and to- 
kens were the medium of exchange because any U.S. cur- 
rency that happened to make it to the territory did a U-turn 
back to the lower forty-eight to purchase more goods. 


All the while this was going on, others were developing 
other sectors of the economy. Gold drove the economy, 
but other factors were leading to a more stable population. 


* * * * * 


For this anthology, articles have been gathered from many 
different sources. Some are not numismatic in nature, but 
they give information about a location or a biography that 
I think enhances collecting enjoyment. 


Many articles have appeared in this newsletter over its 37 
years. And a number have been written bythe editor. There 
are several articles that have been written specifically for 
this book. Most articles are illustrated with black and 
white photos 


The book is divided into twelve roughly chronological 
chapters: 
Tinnahs 
Dentalium & Trade Beads 
Russian American Company 
Fish, Fur & Traders 
Gold Rush 
Promotion & Development 
Bingles 
Personalities - the Issuers 
Currency, Scrip & Checks 
Depression - ARRC 
Modern Numismatics 
Personalities - the Collectors 
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MAPKA 
“in AMEPITKS 
#2450) °KOU 


The book is 396 pages, 9” by 6”. The cover is full color 
with text printed yellow on black. The paper bound edi- 
tion is available for immediate shipment for $29.95 by 
media mail, $33 by priority mail. 


Hard bound copies are available on a pre-paid, special or- 
der basis for $70. See “Editor’s Comments.” We expect 
to have them here near the end of the month, and will ship 
to you via media mail as soon as they arrive. 


What readers are saying about “Jinnahs & Seal 
Skins, Gold Dust & Bingles”: 


“Best book ever written on the subject.” 


“Very well done, nice coverage of everything interesting 
in Alaskan numismatics.” 


“What a wonderful book. It’s a book I’m really going to 
enjoy reading.” 


“The most important book ever written on Alaska numis- 
matics.” 
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ALASWAAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 
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North of 60° ------- 


ALASKA REINDEER SERVICE 
BILL OF SALE 


by Donald Kocken 
From NOW News, Vol. 53, No. 2, Summer 2015 (Numismatists of Wisconsin). 


On a recent trip to California, my wife Marie and I stopped in the historical part of old 
downtown Kingman, Arizona. We purchased an Alaska Reindeer Service Bill of Sale. 
We brought it home, researched it, and found an interesting connection relating to a Wis- 
consinite. 


The bill of sale is from Shaktoolik, Alaska. Shaktoolik is located on the east shore of 
Norton Sound. It is 125 miles east of Nome, in the Bering Straits, across from Siberia, 
Russia. The population in 1922 was 222 and then declined to just 60 in 1926. The 2010 
census recorded a population of 251. According to the Alaska Dept. of Community and 
Economic Development, Shaktoolik was the first and southernmost Malemiut Eskimo 
settlement on Norton Sound, occupied as early as 1839. In the 1850s, the Eskimos would 
barter their artwork, hides, and meat to sailors passing by, for tools, flour, coffee, and 
liquor. 


In the early 1890s Sheldon Jackson, a missionary and political leader, mistakenly be- 
lieved the Eskimos of Western Alaska were facing starvation. With help from his lobby- 
ing, in 1893 Congress approved $6,000 (followed by larger sums) to purchase reindeer 
from Siberia to be delivered to Alaska for the indigenous people to use as food, clothing, 

continued on page 57 


REINDEER COMPANY TOKENS 


In keeping with the lead article this month, we are offering the following Reindeer com- 
pany tokens for only $5 each, plus $3 per order for shipping (uninsured), $5.75 (inusred). 


GAMBELL, Reindeer Commercial Company, 1¢, B-la 
GAMBELL, Reindeer Commercial Company, 5¢, B-1b 
GAMBELL, Reindeer Commercial Company, 10¢, B-1c 
KIVALINA, Reindeer & Trading Company, 5¢, B-la 
SAVOONGA, Reindeer Commercial Company, 1¢, B-la 

3  SAVOONGA, Reindeer Commercial Company, 5¢, B-1b 

5) SAVOONGA, Reindeer Commercial Company, 10¢, B-1c 
} SAVOONGA, Reindeer Commercial Company, 50¢, B-le 


mannan nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nnn nn nnn South of 50° 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


In an effort to get caught up, this is the second issue 
in only two weeks. 


Our thanks to Donald Kocken and Numismatists of 
Wisconsin for allowing us to reprint his article on 
the Alaska Reindeer Service. It is interesting to note 
that a reindeer was bought (traded for) an iron bed! 


Thanks also go to David Phillips for his article on 
Alaska wooden token mules. I think the account of 
how Elbee’s produced these is very....generous. I am 
more of a cynical nature and believe they were made 
intentionally as an extra source of sales. 


Nothing exciting this month on eBay. The Anchor- 
age DHEW PHS parking token is interesting. The 
image on eBay was horrible, but I have done my best 
to improve it. It will look red on the on-line version. 


Finally, a new gold token! I purchased some gold 
for the first time in months and that is in the next 
column. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page - $50 Y“page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, DHEW PHS parking token (unlisted) 34.33 


Chatanika, Bingle Frintz, 50¢, B-1b 38.89 
Chatanika, Bingle Frintz, 50¢, B-1b 56.55 
Chatanika, Bingle Frintz, $1, B-1c 44.89 
(Douglas), The Hunter, 12'2¢, B-22b 89.00 
Douglas, Novelty Shop, 6'4¢, B-29a 195.000B 
Juneau, Elks, 12'2¢, B-19bI 16.50 
Ketchikan, Abercrombie’s, 8¢, B-1c 8.50 
Nome, Board of Trade, 12'2¢, B-8ellI 90.000B 
Ruby, The Pavillion, 12'2¢, B-4a 250.000B 
Seward, The Branch, 12'2¢, B-3b 160.50 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, 10¢, b-14a 10.56 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, $5, B-16f 28.99BIN 
Skagway, McCreedy & Elliott, $10, B-16g 24.99BIN 
Snug Harbor, Pioneer Canneries, $1.25, B-2a 29.25 
Teller, North Star Merc., 50¢, B-2c 12.05 
Whitehorse, TD&P, 50¢, B-7b 8.48 
Whitehorse, TD&P, 50¢, B-7b 2.74 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record. 


NEW GOLD TOKEN! 


It has been a long dry spell. I have finally purchased 
some gold to make a new token. It is from Confeder- 
ate Creek in the Fortymile district. Confederate Creek 
was mined as early as 1903, but it does not have any 
history between 1912 and 1970. 


GRC has assayed Confederate Creek gold at .8087 
gold and .1889 silver. I have made 18 tokens using 
my screw press. These are available for $85, and I 
will include a 1/10 oz. silver die trial. Silver die tri- 
als separately are $5. Prices are postpaid. 


REINDEER, cont. 


and barter. To do this, Jackson started moving reindeer to Alaska on board the 
United States Revenue Cutter ship, the Bear, piloted by Captain Michael Healy. the 
total number of reindeer imported into Alaska from 1892 to 1902 was 1,280. 


Jackson realized that the Eskimos needed to be educated on the complexities of 
herding reindeer so he set out to find and recruit “reindeer men.” He found a man of 
Norwegian descent who lived in Wisconsin, named William Kjellmann. (Jackson 


himself had lived in Wisconsin and Minnesota around 


the time of the Civil War.) Sheldon Jackson ca. 1895 


They raised donated funds to go to Finnmark, Norway and managed to sign sixteen 
Saami herders to three-year contracts to teach reindeer herding to the Alaska Natives. (The Saami are the 


Jackson (third from right) on board the USS Bear. 


only indigenous people of Scandinavia, recognized 
for their inherent skills in fur trading, sheep herd- 
ing, coastal fishing and nomadic reindeer herding.) 
They arrived in New York on May 12, 1894 and then 
spent the next few months traveling by rail to Se- 
attle. Kjellmann and the Saami herders arrived at 
the Reindeer Station near Teller, Alaska on the coast 
of the Seward Peninsula on July 29, 1894. 


By 1905 there were an estimated 10,000 reindeer in 
Alaska. In 1907 the formation of the U.S. Reindeer 
Service came into existence to manage the herds. In 
order to get more reindeer into the hands of Alaska 


Natives, the herds were broken up and smaller reindeer stations were created in distant Native villages. The 
Natives embraced their roles in learning the reindeer herding trade and started their own village herding 
associations. Instead of going through some government or mission sponsored apprenticeship program to 
acquire a herd, Native Alaskans could now simply purchase reindeer from other herders for about $10 each. 


Alaska Natives believe that reindeer are an intricate part of their lives. As native herder Cudluck Oquilluk 
explained; “the deer help us very well. The deer is just like money. We all say to the government, thank you, 


because he bring us deer in Alaska for the Eskimos.” 


Saami Reindeer Herders ot the Telle 


Reindeer Station, * 


Saami Reindeer Herders at the 
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Teller Reindeer Station 


REINDEER, cont. 


The text on n the bill of sale reads: 
Alaska Reindeer Service Bil! of Sale 


= ioe prices ALASKA REINDEER SERVICE. 


7 sue a Ge fh BILL OF SALE. 


i dollars (¢.....40.¢. 2°.) 


for _Q-s&.....---. femal reindeer in the ...........0% hatk...hs.Cai..— herd, 
o ee Re Ghanian glia LK nsssnaygee (Person Ber deer.) 
L agree to keop the above deer with the herd at ~ sf vf 
and will not vanes them or dispose of them, by sale or otherwise, ~ without the consers 


of both the Local eoparintendere and the District Superintendent of Schools. 


pa oF KAAS daca (Person buying deer.) 
With this or the sale is approed. 


Old mark .. SIRE - Wacstac Poa Bhon saat Local Superintendent. 
i} 


New mark..................-... \ Leaw Lihead cLecase/s District Superintendent, 
i / 


I 
Form No. 8-925 (Make 5 copies. One each for the Commissioner of Education, the District Superintendent, the Station 
Records, the Seller and the Buyer.) 


Alaska Reindeer Service Bill of Sale, Shaktoolik, Alaska, {dated} April 4, 1923. Received of Philip Kiorluk, Iron Bed. 
Valued to Ten dollars ($10.00), for one by shares female fawn reindeer in the Shak. R. Co. herd. Alexander K (person 
selling deer.) 


I agree to keep the above deer with the herd at Shak. R. Co. and will not remove them or dispose of them, by sale or 
otherwise, without the consent of both the Local Superintendent and the District Superintendent of Schools. 


{signed} Philip Kiorluk (Person buying deer). 


With this understanding the sale is approved. 
Old Mark {signed} M.S. Ivanoff, Local Superintendent. 
New Mark {signed} Jean Dupertius, District Superintendent. 


I spoke to a person at the State Reindeer Service Department in Shaktoolik, Alaska last year. It was very 
hard to get connected on the phone and to hear what they were saying. From what I could understand, the 
natives of Shaktoolik formed the “Shaktoolik Native Corporation” as part of the Alaska Native Regional 
Corporation which was established in 1971 by the U.S. Congress to help administer financial and land rights 
Alaska’s Natives. 


Sources: 

-http://kawerak.org/communities/shaktoolik.html 

-New York Times: February 29, 1920 

-A New Game in the North: Alaska Native Reindeer Herding, 1890-1940, Roxanne Willis, Autumn 2006, Western 
Historical Quarterly. 

-http://en. wikipedia. org/wiki/shaktoolik, Alaska 

-et al. /Sheldon Jackson 

-Evening Star (Washington D.C.) September 4, 1894. 

-The Eskimo: A Monthly Magazine Published by the Bureau of Education and Devoted to the Interest of Eskimos of 
Northern Alaska: November 1916. “Cudluck Oquilluk Will Tell You About Reindeer.” 
-http:hlrm120.community.uaf.edu/files/2013/06/cropped AMHA_ Sami_ 1896-1913 reindeer 

-*John G. Brady Papers. Yale collection of Western Americana. Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript Library. 
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PUZZLE CHALLENGE COINS 


PUT THE RIDERS ON THE HORSES’ BACKS (EIELSON A.F.B.): 354th Force Support Squadron. 


NO CUTTING OR BENDING : : 
IT CAN BE DONE Blue, white, yellow and black on bronze. Actual size 
45mm. 


SANDBAR RESTAURANT & LOUNGE 
Sternwheeler Nenana — Alaskaland 
Fairbanks, Alaska 
Ken & Betty Dahle (907) 452-5704 


(FT. WAINWRIGHT): 4th Bn. 123rd Avn. Regt., 
Air Assault. Dark blue enamel on bronze, 38mm. 


(FT. WAINWRIGHT): 4th Bn. 123rd Avn. Regt., 
Air Assault. Dark blue enamel on bronze, 40mm. 


SOUTH POLE WOOD 


I remember when the Sandbar Restaurant was on the 
upper deck of the Riverboat Nenana in Alaskaland 
(now Pioneer Park) back in the 70s. 


Shown at a slightly reduced size, the first person that 
tells me how this puzzle is solved can have it. The 
solution will be reported in the next issue. 


Long time readers know I collect Antarctic numismat- 
ica. To find a piece that may actually have been on 
the continent is quite rare. Here is a cool wooden 
nickel from South Pole Station, 1979. 
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by David Phillips 
ALASKA MULES 


In the course of collecting and cataloging Alaska 
wooden “nickels,” I have acquired some, and have 
been advised of, a number of Alaska themed wood 
“mules.” 


These are woods with one side clearly marked as 
being from an Alaskan location, but with the other 
side marked as being from a non Alaskan location or 
event. 


These woods, with both sides unrelated, are known 
in the collecting field as “mules.” 


How did these non related markings get “married” 
together? I was told by a long time woods collector 
that “Louis Berkie, the proprietor of Elbee Co. Woods 
of San Antonio, Texas (1955-1989) would print one 
side of a wood as tests for the run he was going to do. 
He would save those pieces until he had another run 
to make, and then use the blank side for his next test 
pieces, thereby having all those “muled” pieces, 
which he would sell to anyone at cheap prices, just 
to get rid of them, and save the loss of the original 
wood.” 


Five examples from my collection are shown: 


ANCHORAGE/NEW ORLEANS: O’Neill’s Gas- 
light. 


FAIRBANKS/HOUSTON: Farthest North Shrine 
Club. 


SITKA/KOKOMO, IN: Old Sitka Armory. 


A further five mules have been sent to me by other 
collectors, and these can be seen on the next page. 
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j $2.00 
E If you Bring us 
A Customer. 


Club. 


KETCHIKAN/ISLES OF CAPRI: FL: Little Red 
Riding Hood Tours. 


4 SCAND} c (FAIRBANKS)/WOODEN DOLLAR: The infa- 
ASN = ‘4 SD ‘. mous 20th Anniversary of Statehood Kit, U-2 Can 
S 5¢ Gn \ Screw Alaska. Correct reverse shown below. 


ay © % 
ae 
axe 
sd > 


HOMER/ILLINOIS: Big Top Candy Store. 
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STERLING SILVER ALASKA SPOON 


We offer a really nice Alaska sterling silver spoon with mining scenes. Shown actual size in the center, the 
front and back are enlarged. The front features a gold panner, rocker box, pick, shovel and windlass going 
down in a drift mine. The back has a windlass, a miner’s home, his friend (gold poke and 6-gun) and his 
dinner. Made by Mayer Bros. of Seattle for the Alaska tourist trade, probably about 1910. $75 postpaid. 


FAIRBANKS: Pioneer Brewing Co. Pale Beer neck 
label. Attractive, multi-colored: gold border, yellow 
center with red printing, black outline. Pan, pick and 
shovel is gray/blue, monogram yellow. $1 plus self 
addressed, stamped envelope, with stiffener. 
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Timnaths & Seal Skiing 
Gold Dus & Bingley 


From the back cover: 


The history of a country is often reflected in its money. 
For Alaska, this is especially true. 


Alaska natives may not have had what we considered 
money, but they did have items that represented wealth. 
The tinnah (large shield-shaped pieces of copper) repre- 
sented vast quantities of blankets. A tribe’s “face” rose and 
fell upon the acquisition and destruction (!) of tinnahs. 


The Russian exploitation is expressed in their use of parch- 
ment notes, with no real value. With the sale of Alaska to 
the United States, it was the U.S.’s turn to neglect Alaska. 
It was the wild, wild “west” in fisheries and sealing. 


With the gold rush, things started to look up for Alaska. 
Wealth, it seemed, was on every creek. Gold dust and to- 
kens were the medium of exchange because any U.S. cur- 
rency that happened to make it to the territory did a U-turn 
back to the lower forty-eight to purchase more goods. 


All the while this was going on, others were developing 
other sectors of the economy. Gold drove the economy, 
but other factors were leading to a more stable population. 


* * * * * 


For this anthology, articles have been gathered from many 
different sources. Some are not numismatic in nature, but 
they give information about a location or a biography that 
I think enhances collecting enjoyment. 


Many articles have appeared in this newsletter over its 37 
years. And a number have been written bythe editor. There 
are several articles that have been written specifically for 
this book. Most articles are illustrated with black and 
white photos 


The book is divided into twelve roughly chronological 
chapters: 
Tinnahs 
Dentalium & Trade Beads 
Russian American Company 
Fish, Fur & Traders 
Gold Rush 
Promotion & Development 
Bingles 
Personalities - the Issuers 
Currency, Scrip & Checks 
Depression - ARRC 
Modern Numismatics 
Personalities - the Collectors 
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MAPKA 
“in AMEPITKS 
#2450) °KOU 


The book is 396 pages, 9” by 6”. The cover is full color 
with text printed yellow on black. The paper bound edi- 
tion is available for immediate shipment for $29.95 by 
media mail, $33 by priority mail. 


Hard bound copies are available on a pre-paid, special or- 
der basis for $70. See “Editor’s Comments.” We expect 
to have them here near the end of the month, and will ship 
to you via media mail as soon as they arrive. 


What readers are saying about “Jinnahs & Seal 
Skins, Gold Dust & Bingles”: 


“Best book ever written on the subject.” 


“Very well done, nice coverage of everything interesting 
in Alaskan numismatics.” 


“What a wonderful book. It’s a book I’m really going to 
enjoy reading.” 


“The most important book ever written on Alaska numis- 
matics.” 


ALASKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


ALASKA RARE COINS, P.O. BOX 72832, FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 Phone 907 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 
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North of 60° ----- 


ALASKA BOUNDARY WATCH FOB 


With the discovery of gold on both sides of the boundary, it was imperative for the U.S. and 
Canada to establish a formal boundary between the two countries. I have seen many postcards 
that say Dawson City, Alaska. Not something the Canadian took kindly to, I am sure. 


The boundary between Russian America and British North America was established in 1825. 
This encompassed southeast Alaska and British Columbia, and from a point about 34.5 miles 
from the coast at the 141st Meridian to the Arctic Ocean. 


The boundary along the 141st Meridian was marked with monu- 
ments before the boundary tribunal of 1903. Surveying of the 
141st Meridian, from southeast Alaska to the Arctic Ocean 
was accomplished between 1906 and 1913. 


We recently purchased a nice collection of Alaska, Yukon, 
Arctic and northwest Canada books. Among the books was 
“The Boundary Hunters,” by Lewis Green. On the cover is a 
neat watch fob. 


The obverse has a survey line cut through the wilderness, with 
a pack horse and surveyor. The reverse is very difficult to 
read, but is engraved “Canadian Parties / Porcupine River / 
To / Yukon 1911-1912 / Mt. Natazhat To / White River 1913 / 
PE. Barraclough.” 


The Porcupine River at the Alaska-Yukon border is at about 
67° 25’N, near the site of the abandoned trading post Rampart 
House. The fob indicates they surveyed south to the Yukon 
River in 1911 and 1912. 


Mt. Natazhat is located at 61° 31’ 19” N. They surveyed north 
to the White River in 1913. 


FROM GLUE FACTORY NAGS TO GALLOPING DEMONS! 
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PUT THE RIDERS ON THE HORSES’ BACKS 
NO CUTTING OR BENDING 
IT CAN BE DONE 
PUT THE RIDERS ON THE HORSES’ BACKS 
NO CUTTING OR BENDING 
IT CAN BE DONE 


Last month we showed a puzzle from The Sand Bar Restaurant and Lounge. First to 
present a solution gets the puzzle. The winner was J.D. Williams of Anchorage. 


He sent the solution, and I didn’t “see” how it was done. I thought the horses with the 
tails in the air were just another version. He had to break down the solution, as I am 
doing here. You must place the horses sideways, and then slide them under the jockeys. 
I don’t have the solution positioned perfectly, but you get the idea. 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


As you can see from this issue, August was a fun 
month. 


The Fairbanks Coin Club made silver tokens - see 
page 69. The social event of the summer was held, 
and you can see a few items from that on page 70. 
We had a tour of the Fort Knox Mine, and you can 
buy some ore! See page 71. 


As far as eBay goes this month, only one really good 
token turned up, and it only brought $333.99. The 
Hope City Hotel is not recorded in prices realized 
that go back to 1999, so this seems to have been a 
bargain. 


But overall, I am a buzz kill for eBay this month. 
Who ever purchased the Rutlader (Goodnews Bay) 
token ought to read this newsletter (back issues are 
available). I don’t believe the 2’4¢ token from the 
N.C. Co. is from the Northern Commercial Co. Fi- 
nally, google “American Legion Post 28” and you 
will find many in many states. 


Otherwise a good month, with thanks to J.W. Terrill 
for his contributions! 


The next issue will have the Alaska lots from our 
October 17th auction. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page - $50 Y“page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Canteen Bar DIES, B-10a 431.00 
Eek, Gil McIntyre, $1, B-1c 91.00 
Fairbanks, Nevada Bar, 5¢, B-37a, NGC-62 16.05 


Fairbanks, University Bus Lines, 15¢, B-T7a 12.000B 


(Goodnews Bay), Rutlader, 1¢, B-2a 227.50* 
Hope, Hope City Hotel, 25¢, B-2a 333.99 
Indian Mt., 708 NCO, 5¢, B-lall 7.55 
Juneau, AH King, 50¢, B-42c 15.000B 
Juneau, NY Exchange, 6'4¢, B-53b 25.000B 
Ketchikan, Blue Fox Pup, $1, B-6e 12.51 
Ketchikan,Lange’s, 10¢, B-29a 20.000B 
Ketchikan, Nelson’s, $1, B-34d 20.50 
Ketchikan, Pioneer Barclay, 25¢, B-42b 69.13 
Kodiak, Nelson & Kroth, 12'2¢, B-lla 70.00 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 41.00 
McCarthy, Johnson Hotel, 12'2¢, B-4a 49.99 


as 


N.C. Co., 2'4¢, probably NOT Alaska 


8.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢ B-1c 40.00BIN 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢ B-1c 24.990B 
(Palmer), P.C.C. (prison), 25 25.000B 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blII 30.000B 
Hudson’s Bay Co., Labrador Dist., 20 31.27 


Lansing Creek, BC,Hyland & Belfry, 50¢ OB174.95NB 
Lansing Creek, BC, Hyland & Belfry, $1 OB174.95NB 


Maverick, American Legion, Post 28, 5¢. Speculatively 
attributed to Anchorage, but there are Post 28s in many, if 
not all states. Most likely not Anchorage. 9.990B 


* see the Feb. 2006 and Feb/Mar. 2007 issues of ATC&PN 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record. 


From Stacks August 14, 2015 ANA Sale: 

First National Bank of Fairbanks $5 red seal, PCGS 
About New 53 PPG sold for $32,900. 

First National Bank of Fairbanks $5 blue seal, PCGS 
Superb Gem New 68 PPQ, “finest known ofall the territo- 
rial nationals” sold for $129, 250. (submitted by R. Benice) 


BUZZ KILLER 
STRIKES AGAIN! 


Alaska 2 bits 
Canada 2 Bits 


= ™s 


Peace Land Indian Money 
1944 4.54g R-10 


Only Known Example 


ARTIFACT GRADE 
Extremely Rare N.F.S. 


For Native Labourers During 
2nd World War push to Link 
Alaska with Lower 48 States 


Joe Usibelli sent this in. I could swear I have seen 
this before, but I can’t find it in the newsletter. This 
strikes me as a “1 off,” meaning some one was just 
having fun. 


The “pioneer road” was completed by 1943, and up- 
grades were started. By 1944, the critical need was 
gone and the work force was drastically reduced.. 
The places the date on the token into question. 


Diverse Equities, a Canadian coin and bullion dealer 
sold this in 2006. The description in their catalogue 
indicates they were less than positive about the attri- 
bution. 


(MONET TO ose 
BURN sy 


66 


(ANCHORAGE): Crimson Dove, (3 Barons Ren. 
Fair). Red on wood and black on wood, bifacial. See 
the May issue for more information on the 3 Barons 
Renaissance Fair. 


DUTCH HARBOR: Norwegian Rat Saloon, One 
Domestic Bottle and One Well Drink. Black on wood. 


WRANGELL: Atti Bar, good for one drink. Black 
on wood. 


All woods submitted by Ken Rieck. 


HOPE CITY, RESURRECTION CREEK 


Every time we drive down to the Kenai peninsula, 


I try to take the cut-off from the Seward Highway b Turn-Again Arm Tr ading Co, 


and drive into Hope. Hope is a neat little village, DEALERS IN 

which was once a bustling transportation hub. GENERAL MERCHANDISE 
A new book, “Memories of Old Sunrise,” gives a Miners > ame Specialty, 

very good account of the commercial and mining HOPE CITY. 


activity of the Hope-Sunrise area. Before he hit it 
big in the interior, Austin E. “Cap” Lathrop was 
captaining the Perry, running people and supplies 
along Turnagin Arm and Cook Inlet. 


RESURRECTION CREEK. 
COOK INLET, ALASKA, 


We have a few neat items from Hope this month. The 
first is a business card from the Turn-Again Arm Trad- 
ing Company. This company was owned by Ferdinand 
and George Roll. They also owned a store in Sitka. 
As things declined in Hope, George 
took the Hope store, while Ferdinand 
took the Sitka store. Both remained in 


business into the 1940s; George in Hope ail 
until 1942 and Ferdinand in Sitka until CONDITIONS AT HOPE CITY. a 
1947 or 1948. nasbietcted Uhtins Cooe Inet Attoxs, 


Hope, July 14, 1898. 
Drar say go of the 2d instant to hand to-day. He aes our experivnce in 


The chits at the bottom of the page are Aves fllowing would say that last year (18/7) we planted, sowed, and 


1 1. Irish potatoes, Planted samo May 4 to 22; harvested, or rathor had to harvest 
from the Sitka store. them, in the latter part of September, nA tho froat thereafter would have reached the 
taber—the plant, of course, was killed by frost somewhat sooner. ‘Tho planta did 
nat become ripe, neither did the tubers attain their full growth, although they wore 


The letter to the right from Ferdinand | nal otter Kee rian tones uct of good aa wall eating ae keopiug 
Roll to C. C. Georgeson (for whom the ay sere peden mg Amend dammang hina gepser 
Botanical Garden at the University of 


4 
| 
| 


2. Railishen sown in May wore good for the tablo in June, whilo 28-day radish 
sown on the 22d of June, attained their propor size in twenty-two days, ”, +e) 

3. Ruta. seeded May 22, and taken up October 1, weighed 1 pound ay 

We herein inclose some radish and mignonette seed grown by us hore; also a fow 


Alaska Fairbanks is named) indicates rains of volunteer wheat gathered here, ou 
“ Tho present season ‘© have growing Irish potatos, radi cab 
early agriculture at Hope. carrote, paranips, tarnips, ruta-bagaa, onion aot. shes, cabbage, Dents; 


Cover about 700 square yards, The greater part of thin is planted to 


More information on the Roll brothers « 
can be found in the May, June and July, i wobbly 
1997 issues of ATC&PN. 


All these were provided by J.W. Terrill. : 

rock" here) snd 
As a happy coincidence, a rare Hope 
token appeared on eBay this month: 
Hope City Hotel, 25¢ in trade. Price 


realized was $333.99 (above, right). 


ye Hi 
A poad for ite Foce vain 
Merelsinaige ime eee 
a AANTEALNS 
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A FEW eS Et SALE 


ALASKA ARMY NATIONAL GUARD: Ist Bat- 
talion, 297 Infantry (Scouts); Nome, Fairbanks, 
Kotzebue, Nulato. One ounce silver and bronze, 
39mm. The silver is not marked but specific gravity 
indicates that it is pure silver. Set of 2 - $30.00 


As above, but oxidized cupro-nickel, one only, sold 
with set of silver and bronze for an additional - $15. 


FAIRBANKS: Elks Lodge #1551, 1997 ASEA 
Convention. Set of 3: 1/2 oz. .999 silver; bronze 
(shown); and brass, 34mm. Silver and bronze in origi- 
nal snap-lock case. Set of 3 - $30.00 


FAIRBANKS: Elks Lodge #1551, 61st annual ASEA 
State Convention. Bronze, 38mm - $8.00 


FAIRBANKS: Coin King (laundry), 2011. Silver 
colored (I suspect it is plated brass), 22.3mm. One 
only, though I suspect I could get more - $4.00 
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PALMER: Matanuska Valley Colony 75th Anniver- 
sary, 1935-2010, “A Chocolate Bingle From Palmer, 
Alaska.” Gold foil on chocolate. Shipping could be 
a problem on this one. I will package as well as I can 
but can make no guarantees what the PO might do to 
it. These have been here since 2010, and it is time 
they found a good home (or get eaten). $10! 
(Where are you going to find more???) 


(FAIRBANKS): Midnight Sun Council, Alaskan 
Leaders, Strong Values. Bronze, proof finish. $18 


I hate what postage rates have done recently, and I 
struggle with what to charge. Most of you are known 
to me, and I send most on approval. Email or phone 
to order, I will send on approval, and you can pay the 
actual postage upon receipt. 


SCHMETZLANDIA 


At the August 4th meeting of the Fairbanks Coin Club 
President Mike Schmetzer gave a presentation on 
British hammered coinage. This was followed by a 
demonstration of hand striking | gram silver tokens. 


Mike was supposed to get with me to make the dies, 
but we could not find a mutually agreeable time. I 
made dies featuring a “long cross” and a few abbre- 
viations of Latin terms for royalty. While not fully 
accurate, I thought it would be amusing. 


“Queen” Isabella Schmetzer striking her token, Olav Moeller, 
Dick Hanscom, Steve Brunanski and Lew Wood in the 


background. 


A long cross divides the token into quarters. Letter- 
ing is found inside each quarter as follows: ISAB / 
D.G./REG./ IMP. Translated that would be Isabella 
(Mike’s daughter) / Dei Gratia (by grace of God) / 
Regina (queen) / Imperator (Empress). Also inside 
the quartered sections is the date 2015, arranged by 
clock positions 12-6-9-3. 


4 


President Mike Schmetzer and Kaari Bouma 
examining a token. 

The reverse has a star in the center, and 

SCHMETZLANDIA around the rim. 


Eleven were made by coin club members. I made 20 
more. These are available for $3 each plus self ad- 
dressed stamped envelope. 


Steve Linn, visiting from Iowa, striking a token, Mike 
Castellini and Pat Linn in the background. (Photos by Kaari and Walker Bouma) 
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SOCIAL EVENT OF THE SUMMER 


Candy Waugaman’s historic Alaskana Garage Sale was held on July 31 and Aug. | and 2. It was a great 
success for the four charities that benefited from the sale: 4H, Animal Shelter, Pioneer Museum and Alaska 
Miners’ Hall of Fame. My wife volunteers with 4H, so she helped on Thursday to set up the sale, and during 
the sale on Friday and Saturday. I helped during the sale on Sunday, but my primary function was to help put 
everything away at the end of the sale. The sale is so popular, it made the front page of the Fairbanks Daily 
News Miner on Friday, and 


my wife is pictured with our ' we ‘. ah 

4H IFFY program exchange Fairbanks, Alaska, OA a a 
student, who also “volun- Paice ss Ne : rere 

teered.” ‘ = 

While I did not find anything Dy eee La on onden §_Ld fm 
of earth shaking importance, I fy) 

did find a couple of checks : 7 Ee oles 
that I think will interest read- Shei pire wd: a 

ers. £2. ee ee ee ee 


The first is on the Washington Alaska Bank, scratching out the original Fairbanks 
Banking Company nameplate. Then, if you look at the back, it was deposited to the 
account of the Fairbanks Telephone Co., presumably on the Fairbanks Banking Co. 


turtanks Maske | OK 1 2 WZ [= 


Cl Irshinginn- Alaska ¥ Panik 


Yay Ui Uh, a, 5 = 
| crder ¥ 44 A f f) i Di a ¢ J 424 pa 
al / fin Po oe ; <> Ty] M0) 
=~, ¥ 


The second is a check on the Washington Alaska Bank. It was issued to George 
Mayhood, who had businesses in Fairbanks and Ruby, and who perished on the 
Princess Sofia. You can read a little about Mr. Mayhood and the Princess Sophia in 
my book “Tinnahs & Sealskins, Gold Dust & Bingles.” Mayhood is featured in the 
article Bingles (& Bust) in Ruby, page 205, and The Sinking of the Princess Sophia, 
page 204. 


ne Cae a 4 9 oT, 
What makes this check really in- a Poe ath 
teresting is that it is back stamped Sade of Gos i 4 
for the Cleary Branch of the %, aS 
Fairbanks Banking Co.! 2 SS 
% = 
These banks feature prominently % . nt : 


in Chapter 9, Currency, Scrip and 
Checks. These checks were issued 
just before the banking crisis of 
1907, covered by news articles from page 278 to 303 of “Zinnahs. 


” 
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COSSACK CURRENCY 


The Cossack Orthodox 
Union Irbis has issued its 
own currency. Needless 
to say, the Bank of Russia 
is not amused. Russian 
prosecutors are looking at 
the St. Petersburg group. 


According to the BBC, 
over two million notes are 
already in circulation. 

The smallest, 1 grosh, is = 
equivalent to 100 Roubles, about $1. 50. It appears as though the group has issued six notes, at least in value 
up to 10,000 Roubles. President Putin is on the “5.” I have not been able to find images of the others on the 
internet. 


The group’s leader, Andrei Polyakov says the currency has many local uses. They can be used to pay for 
repair of home appliances and food products from their farm. They can also be used to pay tuition at the 
Cossack Cadet College. 


Further, the BBC says: “Modern day Cossacks in Russia are nationalistic and pro-Kremlin, taking inspira- 
tion from the horsemen who used to serve the tsar. 


“Mr. Polyakov says he won’t argue if authorities tell him to burn the notes, but he’s hoping his currency will 
be allowed to remain in use so that it can spread to parts of the country with large Cossack populations. 
More curiously, he plans to introduce it to the US state of Alaska, when, as he puts it, it is “returned to 
Russia.” 


FORT KNOX MINE GOLD!! 


Well, sort of..... We have a friend who works at Fort 
Knox Gold Mine (Kinross) about 30 miles north of 
Fairbanks. Employees are allowed to conduct pri- 
vate tours, so we take advantage of this and get a 
tour when we have exchange students staying with 
us. 


Sayaka Watahiki from Japan with the 4H/LABO pro- 
gram and Denise Ramser from Switzerland with the 
4H IFFY program are shown holding a gold bar 
weighing about 250 ounces. 


While they did not let us take samples of the gold, I 
did get samples of the ore (granite). This is from the 
reject pile, ore that was too hard for the crusher. There 
is no visible gold. Just kind of neat. 


The first piece is free, plus $4 for postage and handling (go ahead and laugh, and then look at the postage on 
the package!) For each additional piece, add $1. Each piece will weigh at least 20 grams. 


71 


Timnaths & Seal Skiing 
Gold Dus & Bingley 


From the back cover: 


The history of a country is often reflected in its money. 
For Alaska, this is especially true. 


Alaska natives may not have had what we considered 
money, but they did have items that represented wealth. 
The tinnah (large shield-shaped pieces of copper) repre- 
sented vast quantities of blankets. A tribe’s “face” rose and 
fell upon the acquisition and destruction (!) of tinnahs. 


The Russian exploitation is expressed in their use of parch- 
ment notes, with no real value. With the sale of Alaska to 
the United States, it was the U.S.’s turn to neglect Alaska. 
It was the wild, wild “west” in fisheries and sealing. 


With the gold rush, things started to look up for Alaska. 
Wealth, it seemed, was on every creek. Gold dust and to- 
kens were the medium of exchange because any U.S. cur- 
rency that happened to make it to the territory did a U-turn 
back to the lower forty-eight to purchase more goods. 


All the while this was going on, others were developing 
other sectors of the economy. Gold drove the economy, 
but other factors were leading to a more stable population. 


* * * * * 


For this anthology, articles have been gathered from many 
different sources. Some are not numismatic in nature, but 
they give information about a location or a biography that 
I think enhances collecting enjoyment. 


Many articles have appeared in this newsletter over its 37 
years. And a number have been written bythe editor. There 
are several articles that have been written specifically for 
this book. Most articles are illustrated with black and 
white photos 


The book is divided into twelve roughly chronological 
chapters: 
Tinnahs 
Dentalium & Trade Beads 
Russian American Company 
Fish, Fur & Traders 
Gold Rush 
Promotion & Development 
Bingles 
Personalities - the Issuers 
Currency, Scrip & Checks 
Depression - ARRC 
Modern Numismatics 
Personalities - the Collectors 
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The book is 396 pages, 9” by 6”. The cover is full color 
with text printed yellow on black. The paper bound edi- 
tion is available for immediate shipment for $29.95 by 
media mail, $33 by priority mail. Less than 10 are left and 
it is not likely we will do a second printing though not 
totally out of the realm of possibility. 


We printed a few extra hard bound copies, and these are 
available for $70. The hard bound copies feature a few 


color pages. 


What readers are saying about “Jinnahs & Seal 
Skins, Gold Dust & Bingles”: 


“Best book ever written on the subject.” 


“Very well done, nice coverage of everything interesting 
in Alaskan numismatics.” 


“What a wonderful book. It’s a book I’m really going to 
enjoy reading.” 


“The most important book ever written on Alaska numis- 
matics.” 


See page 77 


ALASWKAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


ALASKA RARE COINS, P.O. BOX 72832, FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 Phone 907 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 
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BLACK DIAMOND T. — URE Hf UNT 


The Black Diamond Treasure Hunt 
tour is a three hour guide driven 
ATV tour on Polaris 6-seat Rang- 
ers. The guide takes the guests into 
the Alaska backcountry. This takes 
you on old coal mining trails and 
spills out onto a dry creek bed where 
Athabaskan Indian artifacts have 
been found in archeological digs. 
Guests see the flora and fauna of 
the area. The “Treasure Hunt” con- 
sists of GPS wayfinding, looking for 
clue boxes that lead to a “Treasure 
Box” that contains a souvenir. A nice meal and refreshments are provided at a backcountry 
dining facility. 


mist >" 


Black Diamond also has a restaurant, 9-hole gold course, covered wagon rides, ATV and 
Side-by-Side ATV tours. It is located 1 mile south of Healy (turn at the Alaska Railroad 
rail cars) and is open from mid-May until mid-September. 


Black Diamond Resort in Healy, had souvenir medals made for its Treasure Hunt ATV 
tour. The medals are given to tour guests as a souvenir of their experienced. The obverse 
has a grizzly with mountain background, framed by “Black Diamond” and “Treasure Hunt.” 
The reverse has a map of the State of Alaska with the Big Dipper. “Treasure Hunt” medals 
are available for $10 plus $1 shipping from Black Diamond Resort, P.O. Box 11, Healy, 
Alaska 99743. 
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DYEA: W.A. & H., undenominated, B-4a. Probably about XF, but for an old scratch that 
runs from rim to rim on the reverse. Price realized on eBay from 1999 to 2015: 661; 450; 
195 (corroded). I think $350 postpaid is fair. 


We also have corroded examples from the Chatanika hoard AS 
for $50 plus actual postage. (See page 154 of “Tinnahs”). — 


One has to wonder why so many of the W.A. & H. tokens 
ended up in the Fairbanks area. This one came from an old Fairbanks family, along with 
the “T. & F.”, Good for 10¢ in trade. The only T&F I can find in business in Fairbanks was 
James J. Thornton & Julius R. Fowle in the clothing busi- ' , 

ness in the 1911-12 directory. They did not likely needa , 
token. This one will sit in my “unknown” file until it is [jm 
attributed, or it is discovered in my estate. 


EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


We are a little early this month. We wanted to get 
the list of Alaska lots in our October 17th auction to 
you as soon as possible. There are some interesting 
items in there. If you want to see the complete auc- 
tion, go to our website www.alaskararecoins.com and 
click on the auction link. 


Our thanks this month to David Phillips and J. W. 
Terrill. Without their input, I don’t think I could have 
put together 9 pages (ok, two of them are the auc- 
tion). 


Not much on eBay this month. The exception to this 
was the Moose Horn from Kenai bringing $2,275! 
Quite a price, but it is a neat token. 


J.D. Williams convinced me I needed to make a gold 
token for the 100th anniversary of the founding of 
Anchorage. It can be found on page 77. 


The soft bound version of our book “7inmahsy & 
Sealskins, Gold Dust & Bingles’ is tempo- 
rarily out of stock. We expect more sometime in Oc- 
tober. There will be no difference between the first 
printing and the second printing. The hard bound is 
still available for $70 postpaid. When these are gone, 
there will be no more. 


I will be away from the store Sept. 29 to Oct. 9. Or- 
ders will be processed upon my return. 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
l page- $50 “page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Chichagof, Chichagof Club, 5¢, B-la 18.56 
Chitina, Navada Bar, 12'2¢, B-4a 67.01 
Fairbanks, Nevada Bar, 5¢, B-37a 15.000B 
Fairbanks/Ladd AFB, AK Coachways, B-Tlb 5.51 
Hoonah, Hoonah Pkg. Co., 5¢, B-la 7.51 
Juneau, Alaska Hotel Bar, 64¢, B-2all 25.000B 
Juneau, Alaska Hotel Bar, 64¢, B-2all 14.50 
Juneau, NY Exchange, 5¢, B-53a 23.50 
Juneau, Tony’s Place, 12’2¢, B-70a 60.000B 
Kenai, Moose Horn, 12’2¢, B-2a 2,275.00 
Ketchikan, Lucky Spot, 5¢, B-32a 15.000B 
Ketchikan, Quality Bakery, | sm. If, B-48a 28.99 
Ketchikan, White Cab, | stage fare, B-TS5alI 9.950B 
Kobuk, Harry Brown, set of 3, B-1 35.000B 
Long, Willis, 25¢, B-2a 63.99 


Murphy Dome, 744th ACW NCO OM, unl. 189.50FTR 


Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 18.50 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8bI 40.000B 
Seward, The Palace, 12'2¢, B-9b 51.50 
Seward, The Palace, 12'2¢, B-9c 61.01 
Shemya, NCO OM, 50¢, B-2gI 6.13 
Skagway, Idaho Saloon, 10¢, B-14a 20.000B 


Snug Harbor, Pioneer Canneries, $1.25, B-2a 20.000B 


Talkeetna, B.N. Pool Room, 12'4¢, B-lal 23.05 
Talkeetna, B.N. Pool Room, 12'%4¢, B-lall 20.00NB 
Talkeetna, The Fairview, 12'2¢, B-2a 22.50 
Tonsina, Jake Nafsted, 12'2¢, B-la 23.50 
Tonsina, Jake Nafsted, 12'2¢, B-la 49.950B 
Unga, Baranof Station, AK Cod, 1 meal, B-laI 197.50 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, $1, B-4clII 770.00 
Valdez, Pinzon, 15¢, B-16clI, 100 pcs. 80.00 
Yakutat, St. Elias Pkg., 10¢, B-2b, rough, dug 77.00 
Liard Post, BC, Hyland & Belfry, 50¢ 174.95NB 
Liard Post, BC, Hyland & Belfry, $1 174.950B 


Hudson Bay Co., Eastern Arctic, 5, 10, 50 and 100 
Cents, 1 White Fox 361.00 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record. 


SUBSCRIPTION NOTICES WILL BE SENT 
OUT WITH THE NEXT ISSUE. 


RS 104 4 by 


(A ONEYV 10. ROM i 
% “ee 
by David Phillips 


YUKON QUEST WOOD 


This innocent looking wood has a bit of a story be- 
hind it, in that, to the best of the author’s knowledge, 
this is believed to be the only wood ever produced 
for and issued by the Yukon Quest organizations over 
the 32 plus years of existence of the two “interna- 
tional” organizations. 


The Yukon Quest International Sled Dog Race is a 
gruelling, 1000+ mile race for dog teams and their 
mushers, held annually in February since 1984, and 
run, in even numbered years from Fairbanks, Alaska 
to Whitehorse, Yukon. In odd numbered years, the 
race starts in Whitehorse, and ends in Fairbanks (see 
the map for the race route). 


The race takes from 9 to 14 days for teams to com- 
plete. Weather conditions and course conditions are 
the determinates of the length of time needed, not to 
mention the stamina of both dogs and drivers!! 


The race is supported by two interlocking organiza- 
tions, one in Fairbanks and the other in Whitehorse. 
As can be appreciated, both 
groups are constantly fund 
raising to cover costs and 
provide prize money. 


The wood, since it is dated, 
1996, was produced by/for 
the Fairbanks organizing 
committee. It was a fund 
rasing project, to be used in 
a poker tournament, the 
woods being sold to partici- 
pants to use as poker chips. 


Unfortunately, how many 
woods were originally pur- 
chased by the committee, 
and what the selling price 
of each wood was to poker 
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Eagle 
veo Dawson City 
' oe Pelly Crossing 


tournament participants, has been lost over the ensu- 
ing years. It is reasonable to believe that as many as 
5,000 (maybe even up to 10,000) were purchased. 
Also, a selling price to poker players could easily 
have been $1.00 or up to $5.00 per chip. 


There was only one order placed and received, so 
there are no varieties. 


The wood is the standard 1’ inch (or 38mm) size. It 
is uniface and is printed in black. 


My thanks are extended to Marti Steury, Executive 
Director, Fairbanks Office, Yukon Quest interna- 
tional, for supplying the information provided in this 
article. 


Readers are encouraged to Google - Yukon Quest Sled 
Dog Race, and read about this most challenging race 
- its history, route, mushers, etc. A most amazing 
even indeed! 


THE 1,000 MILE INTERNATIONAL SLED DOG RACE - FAIRBANKS, ALASKA TO WHITEHORSE, YUKON 


Yukon Quest Trail Map 


Carmacks 


Braeburn 


4 
Whitehorse 
Start/Finish 


1558 ft 


NEW DIAMOND TOOTH GERTIES CHIPS 


I was fortunate to have an employee of Diamond 
Tooth Gerties stop in the store. I was able to get 
some information that there were new chips in use. 
We talked a while and he said a friend with more 
knowledge who also worked at Gerties would be com- 
ing to Fairbanks, and he would tell him to stop in. 


The second person came in, and I was able to ac- 
quire four new chips. Sadly, I did not acquire much 
information. He is planning on being back in 


Fairbanks in November. I will have my note pad 
ready! 


There is a new pink $2.50 chip with an illustration of 
“Climbing the Chilkoot.” The border has top hats and 
canes. 


I had to “bite the bullet” and buy the new $100 chip. 
It is predominantly orange, yellow and black. The 
border has top hats and canes. Sadly, there is also a 
$500 chip, one that I will not own. I have been prom- 
ised a photo. 


The White Ram Poker Tournament was held at Dia- 
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mond Tooth Gerties from September 11 to 14. It origi- 
nated as an underground, quasi-legal tournament in 
1985. By 2006, it had gotten to big, and it became a 
legal, sanctioned tournament. This chip is from 2012. 
I don’t know if there are others. It is multicolored, 
predominantly orange with black lettering. 


This “5 Tournament Chip” might also be used in the 
White Ram. It is gold on red, and carries the state- 
ment “No Cash Value.” The border is made up of 
playing card symbols - hearts, clubs, spades and dia- 
monds. I will have to get more information on this 
on his next trip. 


All these chips are right at 39.25mm, except the White 
Ram, which is 40mm. 


DAWSON WEDDING MEDAL 


DAWSON, Y.T.: The Event, Lee & Karina, July 
28th, 2014. Dawson City, Old Crow, Whitehorse. Re- 
portedly a souvenir from a wedding. Brass, 38mm. 


PRD? 
; 


ANCHORAGE CENTENNIAL 


Anchorage was founded in 1915 (as Ship Creek), so 
this is their centennial year. 


A friend in Anchorage asked me to make a gold to- 
ken and this is the result. It uses a new reverse die 
that says “Alaska Gold” rather than my usual “Na- 
tive Gold.” 


The gold in these tokens is from unattributed sources, 
meaning I don’t know which creek, and it is prob- 
ably from multiple sources. 


The mintage is limited to 100, although this limit will 
probably not be reached. No silver at this time. Per- 
haps later if the dies last long enough. 


These are available for $75, postpaid. Call or email, 
I will ship on approval, and you can pay upon re- 
ceipt. 


Benice notes that Glacier was briefly used as a local- 
ity name, but this is not mentioned in Orth’s Dictio- 
nary of Alaska Place Names. It does list two locali- 
ties named Glacier, but neither would be a likely can- 
nery site (submitted by J.W. Terrill). 
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PINZON HOARD 


GOOD FOR | 
15¢ 
_ IN TRADE AT THE 


PINZON © 


I was asked within the last year if there was a hoard 
of Pinzon tokens out there. I could only answer that 
I had not heard of one. 


Recently, a hoard of (100) 15¢, B-16cI were sold on 
eBay for $80 (80 cents each). The seller mentioned 
that he had had a hoard of 200. 


As far as we know, this hoard was comprised only of 
the green 15¢ token. This token is usually found in 
excellent condition, indicating that it was one of the 
last issued. 


So that clears up that mystery. Always a common 
token, it is now known to be a hoard token. 


] 
, 


("oe ei 
eS 
wTTTTTTT Tt 
i WHERE GOOD FELLOWS 

GET TOGETHER 


THE PINZON 


“HOUSE OF RECREATION” 
C. J. EGAN, Proprietor 


COCKTAIL BAR 
Serving Mixed Drinks, Beer and Wine 
SMOKERS’ SUPPLIES 
BILLIARDS 


MAGAZINES — CONFECTIONERY 


® 
VALDEZ LIQUOR STORE 
A Complete Stock of 
LIQUORS, WINES, BEERS 
AND CORDIALS 
LETT TTT Tea Ee Ee ber ty 


A few weeks ago, J.W. Terrill just happened to send 
in this ad from January 2, 1942. 


SUBSCRIPTION NOTICES WILL BE SENT 
OUT WITH THE NEXT ISSUE. 


FOR THE RECORD 


ANCHORAGE: The Blue Fox Cocktail Lounge. 
Blue on wood (submitted by Ken Rieck). 


CHICKEN: The Chicken Ranch, Good for all night. 
Brass, 39.7mm. Novelty item patterned after fake 
whore house tokens, available in Chicken. 


DUTCH HARBOR: Airport Lounge, good for one 
drink. Gold on green plastic, 38mm (submitted by 
Ken Rieck). 


SHAKAN: Shakan Lumber and Trading Co., 25¢ in 
trade, B-2b, counterstamped with Y and F, presum- 
ably for Young and Finn (see page 113 of “Tinnahs.”’) 
(submitted by J.W. Terrill). 


78 


MURPHY DOME: 744th ACW SQD, N.C.O. Open 
Mess, 50¢ in merchandise. Maker’s mark at the bot- 
tom of the reverse - Osborne Reg. Co. Cin, O. Alu- 
minum, 29mm (submitted by J.W. Terrill). 


FREEBIES!!! 


While supplies last. 


Generations Archives CD by Heritage Quest, Alaska 
Gold Rush. Data base, only runs on pre-Windows 7. 
Which means you have to have a dinosaur computer 
(like us) to use it. 


NOAA at the Poles 


International Polar Year 2007-2008 


po an 
char lanes e 
International Polar Year 2007-2008 


NOAA at the Poles - International Polar Year 2007- 
2008. Really neat 3 CD/DVD set: Classroom Re- 
sources CD, Data Visualizations and Images CD, and 
Movies and Animations DVD. 


Your only cost is postage - $5.75 for one or both if 
this is all your order. If you order other items, I will 
ship on approval and you can pay actual postage on 
the entire shipment. 


IT’S DENALI!!! 


And it is about time! 


Alaskans have been lobbying to have the name 
changed to its Alaska native name for years. It is 
appropriate that our front page features a business 
from Healy, the “Gateway to McKinley Park.” 


When we first came to Alaska, the park was Mt. 
McKinley National Park. I don’t know when, but the 
name was changed to Denali National Park, but the 
Mountain’s name remained the same. And when 
Alaskans say “the Mountain,” they are referring to 
Denali. 


In the early 1970s, Nenana and Clear AFS had a very 
active group of coin collectors. I don’t know if it 
ever was formally a club. They were responsible for 
issuing at least three medals. 


The Mount McKinley National Park medal is un- 
dated. It was issued in sterling silver and copper- 
nickel. It featured the old Park hotel (which burned 
down). It also has the heads of two totems, which 
seems odd as totems are not found in interior Alaska. 
The reverse has a view of the Mountain, and statis- 
tics on the park and Mountain. 


We have the CN available for $5 and the sterling sil- 
ver for $20. 


The Nenana Valley Chamber of Commerce Souve- 
mir Dollar is dated 1972. The Valley includes Clear, 
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Healy and Nenana, and these are represented in three 
distinct separate designs set in circles. The reverse 
has a mountain scene with dog team. These were 
struck in copper-nickel and sterling silver. We have 
only the copper-nickel available at $5. 


Lastly, is one of our favorite Alaska medals. It is a 
bit of an oddity in that it commemorates three gold 
tushes. Issued in 1972, this date really does not rep- 
resent a significant anniversary for any of them! It 
also carries the date 1867, the date of the purchase of 
Alaska. 


This is a nice heavy medal, with the silver weighing 
over an ounce. It was also struck in copper. The sil- 
ver was issued with gold nuggets in the pan (I don’t 
remember if they were issued without the nuggets). 
The copper was issued both with and without nug- 
gets. 


Unfortunately, we do not have any of the silver. We 
do have the copper without nuggets for $12 and (one 
only) with nuggets for $20. 


Finally, our Denali quarter, | oz. silver medal. Origi- 
nally made to hold the state quarter, these also hold 
the Denali quarter. Our stock Denali die is used for 
the reverse. In store, touristo price - $45. Special 
newsletter price - $25. 


Email or call and we will send on approval, and you 
can pay actual postage costs. Otherwise, $5.75 for 
postage. 


AUCTION TO BE HELD IN FAIRBANKS 
OCTOBER 17, 2015 


Bids accepted until Noon, October 17 - Auction begins at 7:00PM 
By mail - Alaska Rare Coins, 551-B Second Ave., Fairbanks, AK 99701 
By phone - 907-452-6461 By email -akcoins@mosquitonet.com 
The complete auction can be viewed at www.alaskararecoins.com 


ALASKA TOKENS ESTIMATE 


270 Chisana token. Lou Anderton, $5 in trade, B-1d, AU with some staining. Chisana is a “ghost 
town” in the Wrangell-St. Elias National Park. There was a brief gold rush there about 1913. 
Now it is mostly deserted but for a few “in-holders,” people with private property surrounded 


by the Park. A little bit of mining is still carried on. 45.00 


271 Fairbanks tokens. Included are: Fairview Hotel Pool Room, 25¢, B-19b, a dug token but fully 
legible; Nevada Bar 5¢, B-37a, AU; and Zapel’s Restaurant 10¢, B-58a, AU with luster. 


Three relatively common tokens with a catalogue value of... 50.00 


272 Hyder tokens. The Bungalow, 25¢ and 50¢, B-2 a and b, both AU. Hyder is a small town in 
southeast Alaska. Besides Skagway and Haines, it is the only other town down there with 
road access. Recently, the Canadians closed the border at night, placing the residents of 
Hyder in peril as many emergency services are provided by the neighboring town of Stewart, 


B.C. True Alaskans know the meaning of “Hyderized.” Two pieces. 45.00 


273 Juneau token. Burford’s Corner, 50¢, lightly corroded. Two holes are present at 3:00 and 9:00. 
We don’t recall if we have ever seen this token without these holes, always aligned and neatly 


done. 75.00 


274 Ketchikan tokens. Included are Abercrombie’s 2¢ (redeemable in lots of 100 only), B-la, BU; 
Blue Fox Pup 5¢, B-6a, VG+; The Hub 25¢, B-19a, XF+; and Nelson Hotel $1, B-34b, VF 
but holed. The Abercrombie tokens, which were also issued in 4¢ and 8¢ denominations 
were redeemable in lots of $2 only! An interesting concept for Alaska trade tokens. Who- 
ever put the hole in the Nelson Hotel token must be commended for getting it so nicely 


centered. Four tokens. 40.00 


275 Red Fiber tokens! Offered are a $10 from Alstrom of Kwiguk (B-1f), Fine, and a 5¢ token from 
Polet Stores of Nome (B-41b), XF or better. Both of these businesses issued traditional metal 
tokens, but presumably during WWII these were not available. The aluminum Kwiguk tokens 
are often found in wretched condition, so this fiber token was probably to replace those still 
in use. Polet issue four different tokens in fiber, and these would be a supplement to the full 


set of aluminum tokens previously issued. Interesting trivia for the token collector. 2 pieces. 30.00 


276 Seward token. The Palace, 12'2¢, B-9b. The catalogue value is $500. The latest eBay prices are 


$225, $395 and $51 (a great buy). A scarce token. 200.00+ 


277 St. Lawrence Island tokens. There are two villages on St. Lawrence Island - Gambell and Savoonga. 
Both had a BIA store - Reindeer Commercial Co. Tokens were issued for both villages. 
Surprisingly, these tokens were in use into the early 1960s. Include here are the 1¢, 5¢ and 
10¢ from Gambell (B-1 a-c) and the 1¢ to 50¢ from Savoonga (B-1 a-e). All are VF or 


better, some showing luster. 8 tokens. 40.00 


278 Yes Bay token. Alaska Pacific Fisheries, $1, B-3e, XF with luster. APF also issued tokens for 


canneries at Chomley, Pybus Bay and Tee Harbor. The Yes Bay tokens are the most common. 75.00 


279 Coal Dollar. These turn up locally in hoards of dollars. Reportedly given out by the Jonesville 
coal mine in the 1950s to show the impact the mine had on the local economy. The sticker 
on this example is not complete, missing “This is a”, but Coal Dollar is still present. The 


host coin is a 1926-S Peace Dollar in Fine condition. A neat piece of local economic history. 35.00 
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ALASKA MEDALS & ALASKANA ESTIMATE 
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Official State of Alaska Medals, 1989. This is the first year of issue and features a polar bear by 

Alaska artist Doug Linstrand. All four silver medals are included: 1/10, %, 2 and | ounce. 

There is a total of 1.85 troy ounces of silver. 150.00+ 
Alaska Miners Association 1 Oz. Silver Medal, 1989, Fifty years. Gold panner on the obverse, 

a worker driving steam points with a dredge in the background. We don’t see this one very often. 35.00+ 
Iditarod 1 Oz. Silver Medal, 1989. First year of issue. Designed by John Van Zyle. Only 1049 

minted. We offered one last fall, the first we had seen, where it realized $240. We are surprised 


to have another. Alaska Mint showed these in a 2009 price list at $650.00 250.00 
Alaska Railroad 1 Oz. Silver Medal, 1991. This was the second year of issue, with the second 
lowest mintage of only 725. Quite scarce. 250.00 


Official Alaska State 1 Oz. Silver Medal, 1992, Proof. This was the first year that the Alaska 

Mint produced the State medals. An eagle graces the obverse while the State seal is on the 

reverse. Only 3,457 were minted. In a capsule, but the original case is missing. Alaska Mint 

offers these on their website for $475. 200.00+ 
Official Alaska State 1 Oz. Silver Medals, Proof. Included are the first three years that the 

Alaska Mint produced the State medals - 1992 eagle (3,457), 1993 wolf (6,114) and 1994 

grizzly (6,800). These three medals were repackaged in a three-medal case by a marketer. 

Alaska Mint offers these three medals for $875. 500.00+ 
Official Alaska State Silver Medals, 1996, | ounce and 4 ounce. The obverse shows a caribou. 

The one ounce is P/L, of which 2,975 were struck (as opposed to 9,790 Proofs). 1,950 % oz. 

were minted. The | oz. currently lists on the Alaska Mint website for $200. Two pieces. 150.00+ 
Three 1996 Alaska Mint 1 Oz. Silver Medals. Included are the Alaska Railroad, official State 

caribou (9,790) and Alaska Aviation. The ARR and State medals are Proof, the Aviation 


is P/L, and has some toning. These were also repackaged by a marketer in a 3-medal case. 300.00 
Official 2 Oz. Gold Alaska State Medal, 2000. Proof with original packaging. Scarce, only 
104 minted depicting a red fox on the obverse. Current 2 oz. state gold medals list at $900 900.00+ 


Fort Knox Gold Mine 1 Oz. Silver Medals, 2006 and 2011. The 2006 marks the 3 millionth 

ounce and has a gold dredge on the obverse. The 2011 marks the 5 millionth ounce and 

shows gold being poured into an ingot. Both are Proof, with gold relief. We have the 2011 

medal in stock, but have not seen the 2006 for a while. Very attractive medals from an 

impressive open pit mine (see the next lot). Two medals. 100.00 
A Bag of Rocks! Over One Pound (16+ ounces avdp.) of ore from Fort Knox Gold Mine. These 

are the “rejects” from the crusher. After several times through the crusher, if it can’t crush it, 

it leaves on a conveyor belt to be used for, among other things, road beds a the mine site. We 

guarantee there is no visible gold, and if there is, you can return it for replacement or refund. 

Great conversation piece, or stocking stuffers for the relatives in the lower 48. They always 

wanted you to send them some gold! priceless 
Alaska Military Challenge Coins. Included are: (2) Eielson AFB 186th Maintenance and 

Eielson Fire Dept.; (4) Ft. Wainwright Ist Stryker/25th Inf. shaped like an arrow head, 

Ist Stryker/25th ICG/208 Field Artillery, 3-21 Infantry shaped like an armored vehicle 

and North Haven (civilian housing contractor); Ft. Richardson/Ft. Wainwright 793rd 

Military Police; and US Army Alaska, American’s Arctic Warriors, Stay Army. All are 

large and have multi-colored enamel. In a bar, the service member is “challenged” to 

present his unit coin. If he does not have it, he buys a round of drinks. 8 pieces. 100.00 
Moonlight Mint 1/10 Oz. Gold Medals, (Daniel Carr). This is a private mint in Colorado that 

has produced some fascinating items over the years. The obverse of these pure gold medals 

has a design very similar to the Indian Head Cent. The reverse is similar to that found on 

U.S. Liberty Head gold coins with the spread eagle design. The first medal is from 2008 

with a sold out mintage of 1,100. The second example is from 2009 with a sold out mintage 

of 500. Not Alaskan, but really cool! They have an intersting website. 2 pieces. 350.00 
Alaska Bear Gold Charm. In the 1950s to 1960s, large 10kt charms were very popular when gold 

was still at a fixed price. This standing bear is 1'4” tall and has a total weight of .472 troy oz. 

(.1967 oz. AGW). Originally made by J.L. Houston. Retail today would be about $650. 500.00 
Alaska Blanket Toss Charm. Another large 10kt charm with two people holding a blanket with 

a person on top. The bottom of the charm is jade. This is another J.L. Houston piece with a 

total weight of .260 troy ounces. (approximately .10 0z. AGW). Retail would be about $375. 225.00+ 
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ALASAAN TOKEN COLLECTOR 


ALASKA RARE COINS, P.O. BOX 72832, FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99707 Phone 907 452-6461 email: akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


\ POLAR NUMISMATIST VOLUME XXXVI, NO. 10, NOW/DBC., 2015. 


MARTIN HARRAIS 


Martin Harrais was born in Riga, Lativa in 1865. At the time, Latvia was then part of 
Russia. At the age of 14, Martin went to sea for nine years. He arrived in Seattle in 1889, 
and then headed north to Dawson in 1897. He does not show up in the gazetteers in Dawson. 
There is a miner listed as Martin Harris there in 1901 and 1902, possibly a misspelling of 
his name. In any case, he made a fortune on Sulphur Creek near Dawson. Hearing of the 
strikes in the Fairbanks district he makes plans with Falcon Joslin for a railroad in the 
Tanana Valley. 


Harrais is given credit as the founder of Chena, and shows up in the directories in Chena in 
1905. He felt it was a better location than the alternative - Fairbanks. Chena would serve 
as the terminal of the Tanana Valley Railroad, the head of navigation for large boats on the 
Tanana. While Joslin tried to line up financing for the railroad, Harrais agreed to finance 
the project and provide timber for ties and trestles through his company Chena Lumber & 
Light Co. He was also involved in the development of the Nenana coal fields and was vice 
president of the Fairbanks Quartz Development Co. (hard rock mining). 


Martin Harrais served as Mayor of Chena, built the town hall and recreation center. Was 
this recreation center the Arctic Brotherhood? 


KRKEEKKRKEKKERKRERKEEKRSE 


The Arctic Brotherhood was organized on the S.S. City of Seattle on February 26, 1899 
between Seattle and Skagway. AB Camp #1 is in Skagway. In all, there were 32 Camps. 
Camp #18 was at Chena, founded in 1904. In 1907, Chena had a population of 400. By 
1909, the A.B. had a club house 35’ by 75’, and fully debt free. 


It just does not get any cooler than this! This “jewel” (a term used to describe fraternal 
regalia) is from the Arctic Brotherhood, Chena Camp No. 18 (inscribed on the rim of the 
gold pan). The back is inscribed “To M. Harrais P.A.C.” 


It features the emblems of the Arctic Brotherhood: a gold pan with crossed pick and shovel 
on the obverse, and American and Canadian flags and the motto “No Boundary Line Here” 
on the reverse. The obverse also has a dog’s head at 12:00, three nuggets (one in the shovel) 
and the P. A. C. - Past Arctic Chief. 


The jewel weighs .885 troy ounces. There is no karat marking or jeweler’s hallmark. Spe- 
cific gravity indicates it is 10K or better. It is a nice gold color, and we suspect it is of local 


manufacture, except the enameled AB and center plaque with the two flags on the reverse. 


This will be available at auction after the first of the year. Maybe on eBay, maybe by direct 


solicitation. If interested, please contact us. 


North of 60° ---- 
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EDITOR’S COMMENTS 


Another year has come to an end. Time flies when 
you’re having fun. I would like to thank all of you 
for your support this past year. I hope that you have 
found this newsletter interesting. 


First off, it is time to thank those who provided in- 
formation to the newsletter this year, in order of ap- 


pearance: 


Kaye Dethridge 
Irene Shuler 

Bob Fisher 

Ken Rieck 

J.W. Terrill 
David Phillips 
Ron Benice 
Richard Reisinger 


Candy Waugaman 
Joe Usibelli 

J.D. Williams 

Jim Robb 

Robert L. Leonard 
George C. Rietzel 
Brian Grant Duff 

Donald Koken 


If I missed anyone, I do apologize. 


Subscriptions are now due, and an order blank is en- 
closed with this issue. If you are reading this on line, 
please wait until you receive a subscription blank in 
the mail. 


If you choose to not re-subscribe, I would like to thank 
you for your support, and hope that we may be of 
service in the future. 


* * * * * * * * * * * * * 


Alaskan Token Collector & Polar Numismatist, pub- 
lished 10 times per year, is a publication of Alaska Rare 
Coins. All articles remain the property of the authors and 
may not be reprinted without their consent. 

Editor - Dick Hanscom 

Associate Editor - Jerry Cleworth 

Anchorage Correspondent - Ken Rieck 

Canadian Correspondent - vacant 

Yukon Correspondent - Jim Robb 

Subscription Rates: (all first class or airmail) 


United States $30 per year 
Canada $35 per year 
Elsewhere $40 per year 
PDF via email $20 per year 
Both mail and PDF $40 per year 
Collector’s Advertising Rates: 
1 page - $50 Y“page-$30 % page - $20 


1/8 page (business card size) - $20 for 5 issues. 
Classified ads: $1 per line. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


Selected prices realized from eBay: 


Anchorage, Masonic, B-28 unlisted variety 125.000B 
Bering River, Hoonah Pkg. Co., 5¢, B-la 62.66 
Chena, B&K, 12'2¢, B-la 111.50 


Fairbanks,Bemtly Dairy, 10¢ bottle check, B-6a 27.76 
Fort Yukon, Ft. Yukon Hotel, 25¢, B-4a 12.50 
(Goodnews Bay), Rut, 1¢, B-2a (speculative) 95.00* 
(Goodnews Bay), Rut, $1, B-2c (speculative) 30.000B* 


Haines, Teddy Bear Coffee Shop, 25¢, B-13b 14.49 
(Ketchikan), Electric, 50¢, B-13a (speculative) 22.50 
Ketchikan, Hop Wo, 10¢, B-17a 60.000B 
Ketchikan, Lucky Spot, 10¢, B-32b 15.000B 
Ketchikan, Quality Bakery, | sm. Loaf, B-48a 19.00 
Ketchikan, Northern Bus, | bus fare, B-T4a 7.38 
Ketchikan, White Cab, | Fare, B-T6a 9.50 
Murphy Dome, NCO OM, 5¢, B-3I 45.990B 

103.50 


Nome, Belmont, (12'2¢), B-7a 


Nome, The Cahanibia, no denom, slotted, unl. 1,175.00 


Nome, The Hunter, 12'2¢, B-27.1la 282.00 
Palmer, ARRC, 1¢, B-la 35.50 
Palmer, ARRC, 10¢, B-1c 56.56 
Palmer, Palmer Bar, 50¢, B-4b 14.50 
Savoonga, Reindeer C.C., set of 8, B-1 164.50 
Seward, Northern, 12'2¢, B-8blI 40.000B 
Seward, Seward Bar, 12%2¢, B-14a 22.50 
Snug Harbor, Pioneer Can., $1.25 box 54.22 
Tanana, JWB, one drink, B-3a 835.00 


Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12’2¢ TC, B-4a 29.990B 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, 12'2¢ I/T, B-4b 29.990B 
Valdez, Copper Block Buffet, $1, B-4cII 1,200.00 
Dawson, YT, Del Monte, holed, B-9b 29.32 


* see the Feb. 2006 and Feb/Mar. 2007 issues of ATC&PN 


OB =Opening Bid; NB = No Bid; RL = relist; R = Re- 
serve; RNM = Reserve Not Met; W = withdrawn BIN = 
Buy it now; DNS = Did Not Sell; FTR = see For the 
Record. 


FOR THE RECORD 


ANCHORAGE: Masonic Penny, B-28, unlisted va- 
riety. September is abbreviated. Presumably about 
30mm, looks like antiqued copper. Masonic Lodges 
are still issuing “Pennies.” Based on the color and 
overall appearance, this looks like it might be the 
current Penny from Anchorage Chapter No. 3. Price 
realized on eBay - $125.00OB. 
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ALASKA BILLIKEN: Copper, 27mm with loop. 
The reverse is a bit odd and looks like the marks there 
were used to obscure what might have originally been 
there. PR on eBay - $8.50. The adopted good luck 
symbol of Alaska. The billiken was invented by Flo- 
rence Pretz of Kansas City, Missouri. It became the 
trade mark of the Billiken Company, who manufac- 
tured the figurine in many materials. It is the mascot 
of the St. Louis University athletic teams, and the 
emblem of the Royal Order of Jesters, a branch of 
the Shriners. It seems that it migrated to Nome about 
1909, and carvers there, Happy Jack in particular, 
started making their own versions in ivory. (4 Legacy 
of Arctic Art, Dorothy Jean Ray, University of Alaska 
and University of Washington, 1996). 


WILLIAM H. SEWARD: Hard Times token, circa 
1834. Seward was prominent in national politics 
before becoming Lincoln’s Secretary of State. There 
was an assassination attempt on his life at the same 
time that Lincoln was assassinated. Known in Alaska 
for the purchase in 1867. PR on eBay - $164.50. 


DIAMOND TOOTH GERTIE’S 


Well, here is the chip that will keep my collection of 
Diamond Tooth Gertie’s chips incomplete. I have 
been informed that to the best of my source’s knowl- 
edge, they have never been used! 


John Kallman sent this one in. I don’t know if there 
is a connection to DTG or not. My guess is someone 
named Kim (or with the initials KIM) had some pri- 
vate chips made, and the manufacturer made avail- 
able the DTG dancing girl for the backside. It is 
brown with gold printing like the DTC 50¢ chip. 


I now have a contact in Dawson, and I will call his 
attention to this when I send the newsletter. 


PIONEERS 99" CONVENTION 


The 99th convention was held in 2015 in Palmer. The 
medal is | oz. of pure silver. 


Reportedly, the 100th convention will be held in 2016 
in Fairbanks. 
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CHRISTIE’S AUCTIONS SHACKLETON MEDALS 


Christie’s of the UK recently auctioned the last medals directly descended through Ernest Shackleton’s 
family. There were twelve lots, with ten of the lots being military type medals (decorations). Two medals 
were also offered that enter the medallic art realm. 


Lot 141 was a silver version of the gold medal presented to Robert F. Scott for his Discovery Expedition. 
The medal is edge marked “Lieut. Ernest Shackleton, R.N.R.” It is about 64mm in diameter. The obverse 
bears a portrait of Scott with the legend, “To Robert Falcon Scott RN-CVO FRGS, Commander of the 
Expedition.” Flanking the portrait are the dates “January 2, 1902” and March 3, 1904.” The reverse features 
two men with a sledge and dogs, a masted ship in the background, penguins below. The legend at the rim 
states “Presented by the Royal Geographical Society, For Antarctic Discovery.” A truly remarkable medal, 
realizing $132,345. 


The second medal (lot 146) is a gold medal presented by the Royal Geographical Society of Antwerp, 1909, 
61mm in diameter. It is inscribed “Au Lieutenant / E.H. Shackleton C.V.O./ Commandant L’Expedition / 
Antarctique Anglaise, 1907-1909 /21 Octobre 1909.” Around the top rim is “Societe Royale de Geographie 
D’Anvers.” The reverse of the map has a great map with legends in Latin. Another great medal realizing 
$45,900. 


The other military decorations (lots 142-45 and 147-152) included Dannebrog of Denmark, Polar Star of 


Sweden, St. Olaf of Norway, Legion of Honour of France, Crown of Italy, St. Anne of Russia, Royal Crown 
of Prussia and the Order of Merit of Chile. 
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TRIPLE ALLIANCE SYNDICATE 


_ This neat note was issued during the 


banking panic of 1907 (see chapter 9 in 


he Tri ) Alliance 5) indicate aS ; ; 
The Tr Pp e es y lhe book Tinnahs & Seal Skins, Gold 
\~ © ©Dust & Bingles). 


TA Serie. oan While it is rather humorous, there is the 
S ‘eee ik t oer et 4 @ be & serious side: “Ten days before the frost 
2 Los ere rat a 40 | <¢ is on the fishwheel, Autumn 1908, we 

; promise to pay 25 cents in trade.” It is 
likely that it would have been used in 
trade at any time, or redeemed for cash 
when the banks resumed cash payments. 


The only identifiable signature is that of 
A. Beckwith, shown in the directories as 
Andres or Andrew Beckwith. The di- 
rectories did not list the California Side- 
board or Mike’s Fish Camp. 


Actual size is 180mm by 84mm. It is 
printed in black, with a red border (sub- 
mitted by Joe Usibelli). 


ALASKA MOVING PICTURES CORPORATION 


This stock is signed by Alaskan Pioneer Austin E. Lathrop. Lathrop was a man of many talents, from 
running a boat transporting people in Cook Inlet, to construction projects in Cordova, including a movie 
theater. In 1924, he produced the movie “The Cheechahcos,” the first movie to be entirely shot in Alaska. 
He left his mark in Fairbanks, building the first concrete building (the Empress Theater, now the Co-Op 
Drug building) radio station KFAR (Key for Alaska’s Riches) and projects. He died in a coal mining 
accident in Suntrana in 1950. Lathrop was honored by the Fairbanks Coin Club as an Alaskan Pioneer 
(submitted by Joe Usibelli). For more information on “Cap” Lathrop, see page 188 my book Tinnahs & 
Seal Skins, Gold Dust & Bingles. Yes, another shameless plug . 
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OLIVE CREEK, TOLOVANA 


General Refining Corporation has closed their office 
for the winter, and we have started to receive gold 
for them. 


We took in some gold from Olive Creek in the 
Tolovana Mining District (out by Livengood) and 
held out an ounce. 


The Tolovana is described by Brooks: 


“The Tolovana district lies in the headwater region 
of Tolovana River, which flows southward into the 
Tanana, and in the upper basin of Hess Creek, which 
flows into the Yukon... 


“Placer gold was found in the Hess Creek basin as 
early as 1892 by Mike Hess, after whom the creek is 
named, and this may have been near the scene of the 
recent discovery. The present importance of the re- 
gion is due, however, to the discovery of placers on 
Livengood Creek by Jay Livengood and N.R. Hudson 
on July 24, 1914. Much excitement was aroused at 
Fairbanks and other Yukon camps by their discov- 
ery, and during 1914 and 1915 hundreds of people 
went to the district. 


“Auriferous gravels are widely distributed in the 
Tolovana district. The area in which gold prospects 
have thus far been found is about 10 square miles 
and includes Livengood Creek and its tributaries, 
some streams flowing into the Tolovana above the 
mouth of Livengood Creek, and the upper basin of 
the south fork of Hess Creek. 


“Some shallow placers have also yielded gold, nota- 
bly on Olive Creek, but only prospects have been 
found on in the benches. 


“The gravels on the streams flowing directly into the 
Tolovana River above Livengood Creek are shallow. 
In 1915 productive mining was done on Olive 
Creek.” 


GRC assayed this lot of gold at .9031 gold and .0741 
silver. 


This gold was extremely fine, with particles as small 
as flour. There was burn off of less than 3%, leaving 
a net of .972 ounces. From this, I was able to mint 18 
tokens. 


These are available for $75 postpaid. Silver die tri- 
als are $5 postpaid. 


‘Brooks, Alfred H., Preliminary Report on the 
Tolovana District, in Mineral Resources of Alaska, 
Report on Progress in 1915, USBS Bulletin B-642, 
pages 201-209, 1916. 


LIVENGOOD GOLD PROJECT 


The next big mining project in the Fairbanks area is 
the Livengood Gold Project, owned by International 
Tower Hill Mines, Ltd. This is still in the explora- 
tion and development phase. Sadly, this project re- 
quires gold prices in the $1,500 per ounce range. 


In 1976, Northwest Territorial Mint (1 don’t believe 
there is any connection to the current firm using that 
name) made | oz. gold medals for several Alaska 
miners. The most prominent was Carl Parker, who 
was mining at Livengood at the time, thus the med- 
als are referred to as “Carl Parker medals.” 


The “mountain” on the obverse is claimed to be 
Money Knob (others say Mt. Rainier), where the 


Livengood Gold Project is centered. 


We have one available for $1200 postpaid. 
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1967 WITH PLATINUM?! 


A Philadelphia Mint, three piece 1967 Purchase Cen- 
tennial medal set with platinum recently sold on eBay 
for $4,161.88! A hefty hunk of change. Is it really 


worth over three times it’s metal value? 

Let’s look at the bids. 

Bidder 3 $4,161.88 
Bidder 2 $4,111.88 
Bidder 1 $1,659.00 
Bidder 1 $1,400.00 
Starting price $1,399.95 


Obviously, two bidders were willing to throw over 
$4,000 at the set. No telling how high the winning 
bidder was willing to go. 


Or did both bidder 2 and bidder 3 enter bids that they 
never thought they would have to meet, expecting it 
to sell for considerably less. 


Those of us with more money than brains (some with 
less money than others, and less brains) have all put 
ina bid well in excess of what we “really” think some- 
thing is worth, not expecting there is another person 
out there with the same idea. We have all ended up 
paying for this assumption. We throw that high bid 
out there hoping that it will be reduced, knowing that 
inevitably, we might end up paying the full amount. 


If another set appeared on eBay today, logically, we 
could expect it to sell for one bid increment above 
the third highest bid - about $1,700. 
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PRICES REALIZED 


From Alaska Rare Coins Oct. 17 auction: 


Lot Winning Bid 
270 Chisana token B-1d 48mb* 
271 Fairbanks tokens 35mb 
272 Hyder tokens 50 
273 Juneau token, B-12c 30 
274 Ketchikan tokens 20 
275 Red Fiber tokens 10 
276 Seward token, B-9b 230mb* 
277 St. Lawrence Island tokens 36 
278 Yes Bay token, B-3e 55 
279 Coal Dollar 35mb* 
280 1989 Official state medals 85 
281 Alaska Miners Association medal 24 
282 1989 Iditarod medal 110 
283 1991 Alaska Railroad medal 50 
284 1992 Official state medal 90mb 
285 (3) Official state medals 195 
286 1996 Official state medals 70 
287 (3) Alaska silver medals 150 
288 '40z. gold Alaska medal 755 
289 (2) Ft. Knox mine medals 90 
290 A bag of rocks 20mb* 
291 Alaska Military Challenge Coins 25 
294 Alaska Bear gold charm 250mb 
295 Alaska Blanket Toss gold charm 135mb* 


mb = sold to mail bidder * = reduced bid 
Mail bidders saved $125 from their maximum bids. 


CHALLENGE COIN 


Armed Servic 


OW 
W 
Ni 


oat 
eilitary, 


ANCHORAGE: Armed Services YMCA, Making 
Military Life Easier / 36th Annual Salute to the Mili- 
tary. Red, white and blue on silver colored metal 
(submitted by Don Somers). 


KARLUK THEATRE 


Karluk is a small village on the west coast of Kodiak 
Island on Shelikof Strait. Our assumption is that this 
was used during WWII when there would have been 
a military presence. $1 plus SASE. 


from ALASKA 


Today we all holler for a good sound dollar, 
A low priced car and a no-wilt collar; 
But despite the advance of this thing “automation”, 


We can't even return nickel beers to the nation . 
In honor of Alaska's becoming a state, 
And joining you all in the “south 48”, 
But up in the City of Fairbanks, Alaska, 


(A wonderful place if people should ask ya); 


We've minted a dollar that’s worth a whole buck 


In all sorts of merchandise, including “muktuk” 
The Chamber of Commerce has done something about 


A fair return for what you put out Now here is a "Golden Dollar” for you, 


In honor of statehood — a dream come true; 
It comes to you with Christmas good cheer: 
And spend it in Fairbanks — It's good up here, 


SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM ALASKA 


A Christmas card that is over 50 years old! Shown above are the envelope, the face of the card (with 1959 
trade dollar) and the inside. A really cool stocking stuffer for the Alaska collector. Multicolored, shown at 
a slightly reduced size. We have ten available, so multiple orders are welcome. 

$10 plus $5 per order shipping via priority mail. 
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NATIVE GOLD TOKENS!!! 


I have been making gold tokens from Alaska placer 
gold since 2005. There are exceptions, but most have 
a mintage of 20 or less. Mintages are in (xx). Below 
is what is still available of back issues. Most are at 
issue price, a few above issue price. I do not believe 
it fair to my older customers to sell these below issue 
price. 


Smallwood Creek (17) $125 
Garfield Creek (19) $125 
Mastodon Creek (21) $110 


Golden Sands Nome (20) 
Fairbanks Creek (18) 
5A Ketchem Creek (18) 


Christina Prospect (32) 


Slate Creek, Rampart, Bi-metal (16) $145 
Gold King Creek (20) $85 
Baker Creek (19) $85 
Big Creek (20) $85 
Tobin Creek (15) $85 
Moose Creek (18) $85 
Sparkling Creek, Yukon (18) $85 
Nugget Creek (18) $85 
Confederate Creek (18) $85 
Olive Creek (18) $75 


A run of tokens all with serial #12: 
Tenderfoot Creek (18) 

Golden Sands Nome 

Fairbanks Creek 

5A Ketchem Creek 

Christina Prospect 

Slate Creek, Rampart, Bi-Metal 
Gold King Creek 

Baker Creek 

Big Creek 

Tobin Creek 

Moose Creek 

Sparkling Creek, Yukon 
Nugget Creek 

Confederate Creek 

Olive Creek 


Total, with rights to future #12 $1430.00 


Add Smallwood, Garfield and Mastadon Creeks, not 
#12, for $360.00 


MIDNIGHT SUN BIMETAL 


A 1/10 oz. .999 silver washer with a 1 DWT native 
gold plug. (39) 


$85.00 
ANCHORAGE 100 YEARS 
1 DWT Alaska Gold (40) $75.00 


Some are one only in stock. Please call or email to 
reserve - 907-452-6461 or akcoins@mosquitonet.com 


All prices are postpaid. 


Alaska Rare Coins 
P.O. Box 72832 
Fairbanks, AK 99707 
907-452-6461 


STRIKING GOLD IN ALASKA 


STRIKING GOLD 
IN ALASKA 


Making tokens from placer gold 


It does not get much more basic than this. Take two pieces of 
steel (dies), place a piece of gold between them, and hit it 
with a hammer. 


Rather than do something constructive, Dick Hanscom has 
been making gold tokens from Alaska placer gold since 2005. 
Sadly, he has no artistic talent, few metal working skills, and 
should not be trusted with anything more technologically ad- 
vanced than a hammer. Fortunately, a 3 pound hammer is all 
it takes for most of his tokens. 


Despite his general lack of competence, he refuses to give 
up. Progressing from a3 pound hammer to an 8 pound ham- 
mer, hydraulic press and screw press, he managed not to do 
himself any great harm. It is only a matter of time. Adding a 
functional drop hammer to his arsenal (at the expense of two 
thumb nails) only gives us more concern for his safety and 


More than you ever wanted to 
know about making tokens 
from placer gold. From buy- 
ing the gold, melting it and 
fabricating the blanks, making 
the dies and striking the to- 
kens, it is all here. Even the 
problems encountered are ex- 
plained. Bimetal tokens (gold 


sanity. 


and silver, silver and copper), 
silver tokens and _ other 
projects are explored. 


These are the tokens on the 
preceding page, and on the 
Dick Hanscom back cover of the book. All 
pene . made by hand striking, or with 
a screw press or drop hammer. 


In addition, the sources of gold are identified with descriptions from U.S.G.S. publications. Fineness of the 
gold is given, either by report, estimation by specific gravity or actual assay. 


190 pages, 5th edition, $18, postpaid. 


CWstusha Sf Gukon SvOCKS and BONDS 


344 pages, printed on 84 by 11 inch paper, soft bound ; Pl 
with full color covers. It contains over 700 listings a = 
and over 500 photos. Compiled by Dick Hanscom, 
this is the culmination of over 15 years of data col- 
lection. The data includes place of incorporation and 
dates, color of front and back of the stock, capital 
stock issued, description of vignette, size, printer and 
any other information that may be available. Prospec- 
tuses and historical photos are used to complement 
the listings. 


Included are stocks from railroads, airlines and other 
transportation; gold, silver, copper, platinum, coal and 
other mining; refining and smelting; banking and 
other financial; oil and petroleum; fishing and pack- 
ing. The stocks are fully indexed by company name 
and other key words in the company name. Appen- 
dixes are provided that will aid in the identification 
of stocks that are not listed. 


Originally $35, now only $16, postpaid. 


AI 


Timnaths & Seal Skiing 
Gold Dus & Bingley 


From the back cover: 


The history of a country is often reflected in its money. 
For Alaska, this is especially true. 


Alaska natives may not have had what we considered 
money, but they did have items that represented wealth. 
The tinnah (large shield-shaped pieces of copper) repre- 
sented vast quantities of blankets. A tribe’s “face” rose and 
fell upon the acquisition and destruction (!) of tinnahs. 


The Russian exploitation is expressed in their use of parch- 
ment notes, with no real value. With the sale of Alaska to 
the United States, it was the U.S.’s turn to neglect Alaska. 
It was the wild, wild “west” in fisheries and sealing. 


With the gold rush, things started to look up for Alaska. 
Wealth, it seemed, was on every creek. Gold dust and to- 
kens were the medium of exchange because any U.S. cur- 
rency that happened to make it to the territory did a U-turn 
back to the lower forty-eight to purchase more goods. 


All the while this was going on, others were developing 
other sectors of the economy. Gold drove the economy, 
but other factors were leading to a more stable population. 


* * * * * 


For this anthology, articles have been gathered from many 
different sources. Some are not numismatic in nature, but 
they give information about a location or a biography that 
I think enhances collecting enjoyment. 


Many articles have appeared in this newsletter over its 37 
years. And a number have been written bythe editor. There 
are several articles that have been written specifically for 
this book. Most articles are illustrated with black and 
white photos 


The book is divided into twelve roughly chronological 
chapters: 
Tinnahs 
Dentalium & Trade Beads 
Russian American Company 
Fish, Fur & Traders 
Gold Rush 
Promotion & Development 
Bingles 
Personalities - the Issuers 
Currency, Scrip & Checks 
Depression - ARRC 
Modern Numismatics 
Personalities - the Collectors 


MAPKA 
“in AMEPITKS 
#2450) °KOU 


The book is 396 pages, 9” by 6”. The cover is full color 
with text printed yellow on black. The paper bound edi- 
tion is available for $33 by priority mail. 


We printed a few extra hard bound copies, and these are 
available for $70. The hard bound copies feature a few 


color pages. 


What readers are saying about “Jinnahs & Seal 
Skins, Gold Dust & Bingles”: 


“Best book ever written on the subject.” 


“Very well done, nice coverage of everything interesting 
in Alaskan numismatics.” 


“What a wonderful book. It’s a book I’m really going to 
enjoy reading.” 


“The most important book ever written on Alaska numis- 
matics.” 


92 


¢ 


ALASKAN TOKEN COL 


VOLUME XXXVII 


Abel, Don 12 
A.C. Co. 31 
AH King Co. 1,3,4 
Airport Lounge 78 
Alaska 
Army National Guard 44 
Billiken 84 
Boundary Survey 64 
Coast Company 17 
Mint mintages 34 
Moving Pictures Corp. 86 
Purchase Centennial 19,88 
Reindeer Service 55 
State Shoot 13 
Territorial Fed. of Labor 23 
Alaskan 
American Legion 
Convention, Juneau 17 
Anaheim, CA 6,24 


Anchorage, AK 1,6,12,13,17,19,24, 
25,56,60,77,78,84,88 


Anchorage 100 years 77 
Antarctic 33,44,59,85 
Antlers & Ivory 24 
Arctic Brotherhood 

Arctic Slope Regional Corp. 43 
Armed Services YMCA 88 
Astoria & Puget Sound Can. Co. 77 
A. & PS.C. Co. 77 
Beckwith, Andrew or Andres 86 
Big K Mart 8 
Black Diamond Treasure Hunt 73 
Blue Fox 78 
Board of Trade 21 
BP 9 


British Columbia, see 
Hudson’s Bay Company 


Prince Rupert 
Bull’s Eye Bar 15 
Byrd Antarctic Expedition 44 
Byrd Polar Flight 59 
California Sideboard 86 
Canada 50 
City Cafe Crew Shuttle 8 
Challenge coins 43,59,88 
Channel Club 6 
Chatanika, AK 51 
Checks 70 
North of 60° 


Chena, AK 82,86 
Chena Hot Springs Rd. 15 
Chicken, AK 78 
Chicken Ranch 78 
Chits 25,33,53 
Circle, AK 60 
Clam Gulch, AK 6,12 
Clam Shell Lodge 6,12 
Cleary, AK 70 
Confederate Creek, AK 56 
Cooper Landing, AK 25 
Copper River & Northwestern 

Railway 22 
Cordova, AK 16,43 
Cossak Currency 71 
Costco 8 
Crimson Dove 66 
Crooked Creek & Whiskey 

Island Railroad 19 
Currency 71 
Dawson City, YT 32,39,46, 76,84 
Dawson City Bakery 32 
Denali 79 
DHEW PHS 56 
Diamond Tooth Gerties 76,84 
Die 41 
Don Abel Bld. Supply 12 
Dutch Harbor, AK 66,78 
Dyea, AK 50 
Eagles (F.O.E.) 

Aerie No. 1037, Fairbanks 11 
Eagle River, AK 12,13 
Egegik, AK 10 
Eielson AFB, AK 59,61 
Elks (B.P.O.E.) 

Fairbanks 1551 25 

Juneau, 420 17 
Excursion Inlet, AK 77 


Fairbanks, AK 
11,15,16,19,25,60,61,62,69,70 


Fairbanks Banking Co. 70 
Fairbanks Coin Club 69 
Fairbanks Fuel 15 
Farthest North Outpost 43 
Farmer’s Market 15 
Fire Lake Lodge 12,13 
Fort Greely, AK 43 
Fort Knox Mine, AK 71 
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INDEX --- 2015 


VOLUME XXXVII 


Issues contain the following pages: January 1-9; March 10-18; April 19-27; May 28-36; June 37-45; July 46-54; 
August 55-63; September 64-72; October 73-81; December 82-94. 


Fort Richardson, AK 50 
Fort Wainwright, AK 59 
Fred Meyer 8 
Fur Rendezvous 24 
Geocache 12 
Gold Bar 46,71 
Gold Token 5,56,77,87,90 
Golden Eagle Saloon 7 
Golden North Hotel 16 
Greens Creek, AK 15 
Greens Creek Mine 15 
Gwosdof, Pete 6,24 
Harley-Davidson 43 
Harrais, Martin 
Hatcher Pass, AK 32 
Healy, AK 73 
Hillshire 28 
Homer, AK 15,61 
Homer Farmer’s Market 15 
Hope, AK 67 
Hope City Hotel 67 
Howard Bar 86 
Hudson’s Bay Company 53 
Hunters Bay, AK 1,3,4 
Indian Money 66 
Iditarod (sled dog race) 24 
International Tower Hill Mines 87 
Joslin, Falcon 82 
Juneau, AK 1,4,8,10,12,13 
Kenai, AK 43 
Kenai (oil tanker) 44 
Ketchikan, AK 23,25,33,60,61 
KIM 84 
King, AH 1 
Kiwanis Steam Railroad 19 
Klondyke Prospecting and 

Mining Company 22 
Kocken, Donald 55 
Kuparuk (oil field) 9 
Kustatan Packing Co. 1 
Lathrop, Austin E. “Cap” 86 
Leonard, Robert D. 46 
LF & Co. 44 
Livengood, AK 87 
Livengood Gold Project 87 
Longs Drug Store 12 
Masons 

Anchorage 84 


South of 50° 


Fairbanks 25 
Maverick 31 
Meal ticket 15 
Mendenhall Glacier Transport 8 
Midway Saloon 7 
Mike’s Fish Camp 86 
Military 25,33,43,59,78,88 
Money to Burn = 12,24,32,60,66,75 
Moose Club 41 
Moose Lodge 

Cordova No. 1266 43 

Peninsula Ldg 1942 (Kenai) 43 
Moose Gooser 19,34 
Moose Pass, AK 61 
Mother Lode Lodge 32 
Mule 60 
Murphy Dome, AK 78 
Nakat Packing Co. 10 
NCO OM 78 
Nome, AK 21,61 
Nordale Hotel 16 
North Pole, AK 15 
Northwest Airlines 6 
Northwest Territorial Mint 87 
Norwegian Rat Saloon 66 
Nugget Mall 8 
Officer’s Club of Ketchikan 25,33 
Olive Creek, AK 87 
O’Harra Bus Lines 17 
Pacific Steam Whaling Co. 3 
Palmer, AK 41,43 
Panhandlers MC 12 
Parker, Carl 87 
Peace L. 66 
Pedro, Felix 23 
Pinzon 77 
Pioneers of Alaska 84 
Pioneer Brewing Co. 62 
Pipeline Renewal Program 9 
P.O. Cigar Store 10 
Poker Chips 43,76 
Polar Medal 50 


Prices Realized 2,14,20,29,34,38, 


47,56,65,74,83,88 


Prince Rupert, BC 6 
Pseudo-whorehouse token 78 
Punch card 15 
Puzzle 59,64 
Ralph’s Watches 6 
Rappolts Butter Nut Bakery 15 
Red Feather Saloon 39 
Rietzel, George C. 51 
Roll, Ferdinand 67 
Roll, George 67 
Robb, Jim 37 
Rondy 24 


Russia 70 
Salmon Fishing Guide 6,24 
Schmetzlandia 69 
Scrip 53 
Scott, Robert Falcon 85 
S. E. Alaska 6,12,24 
Seattle, WA 1,3,5 
Seward, William H. 84 
Shackelton, Ernest 85 
Shakan, AK 78 
Shakan Lumber and Trading Co. 78 
Shaktoolik, AK 55 
Ship 33 
Silver, 1 oz. 9,13,15,23,44 
Sitka, AK 6,8,60,67 
Skagway, AK 16 
Social Event of the Summer 70 
South Pole 59 
Speedway Inn 15 
Sterling silver spoon 62 
Stocks 40 
Taku Taxi 8,13 
Timmahy & Seal Skins, 

Gold Dust & Binley 35 
Totem Bar 66 
Triple Alliance Syndicate 86 
Turn-Again Arm Trading Co. 67 
Trans-A laska Pipeline 9 
Transportation 8,13,17,19,22,25 
Valdez, AK 77 
Washington-Alaska Bank 70 
Watch fob 17,21,64 
Waugaman, Candy 70 
Waye, Keith 5 
Whitehorse, Yukon 15,37 
Wildman’s 25 
Windsor Hotel 16 
Wood tokens 
6,12,13,15,24,28,32,59,60,66,75,78 
Wrangell, AK 66 
Yukon, see 

Dawson 

Whitehorse 
Yukon Chauffeur badge 17 
Yukon Quest fs) 
3 Barons Renaissance Fair 28,66 
4th Bn. 59 
123rd Anv. Regt. 59 
354th Suport Squadron 59 
744th ACW Sqd. 78 
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The 3rd - 10 year volume, 1999 to 
2008. Only 2 left. $200 and we 
will throw in a copy of our stocks 
and bonds book (see page 90). 


